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Editorial
This month’s magazine is sponsored by Stone with Bishopstone and
Hartwell Parish Council. We are pleased to do so because the magazine
covers a wide range of local events and activities, historical memoirs,
natural history and much more. If you enjoy this edition we hope you will
arrange to become a regular subscriber.
The Annual Parish Meeting will be at Stone School at 8.00pm on
Thursday April 14th. It is an opportunity to question the councillors on what
they have done, or not done, in the past year. There are refreshments
before and after the meeting and it gives a chance to meet other
parishioners.
This year there are elections for the new Parish Council on May 5th. If you
feel you have something to offer the community and are interested in
joining the Parish Council, get nomination papers from our Parish Clerk
(01296 626073) or from Aylesbury Vale District Council
We hope readers new to us will enjoy this edition and want to subscribe

George Lamb

Front cover photo of Hartwell House Grounds by Tony Lisk
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Parish Services and Calendar
April
3
Sunday before
Lent 4

10

SJB

SPP

SMC

10.00 am
All Age
Holy Communion

6.00 pm
Evensong

11 am
Worship

Lent 5

7.30 pm
Holy Communion

17

8.30 am
BCP
Holy Communion
10.00 am
Family Service

Palm Sunday

21
Maundy
Thursday

7.30 pm
Holy Communion

22

10.00 am
Walk Witness
10.30 am
Family Service
8.30 am
BCP
Holy Communion

Good Friday

24
Easter Day

11 am
Worship

2.00 pm
“An Hour at
the Cross”
10.00 am
Holy
Communion

11 am
Holy
Communion

Notice of ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING
Parish of Stone, Dinton with Hartwell at the Church of St Peter and St Paul,
th
Dinton on the 10 April, 2011, at 11.15am
For the election of parochial representatives of the laity as follows:to the Parochial Church Council 12 members;
to the Deanery synod 2 members;
for the appointment of Sidesmen and
the Independent Examiner or Auditor;
For the consideration of reports, financial statements and matters of parochial
or general Church interest.
All persons whose names are on the electoral roll (and such persons only) are
entitled to vote at the election of parochial representatives.
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Folk Music Concert
THE TINDALLS - WITH LINDA WATKINS
The Parish Church of St Peter & St Paul, Dinton
Friday 27th May. 8.00 pm £10
An evening of contemporary folk music for church funds
Tickets from Mike Trotman 748268 or Valma Thompson 748561
Gardens open free all month to
individual RHS members
Mothering Sunday.
rd
Sunday 3 April. 10am to 5.30pm
It’s a day for spoiling Mums which means they get
free entry to our beautiful ornamental gardens. See
our beautiful hellebores which should be in full
bloom and enjoy a special Mothering Sunday lunch
in the Teashop. (No bookings taken, it’s first come,
first served!).

The Big Easter Bunny Hunt
th
th
Saturday 9 April to Monday 25 April

News for April:
Chapungu Sculpture Exhibition at
Waterperry Gardens.
April 2011 – April 2012. Every day between
10am and 5pm.
Celebrate the work of some of the master
stone sculptors of Zimbabwe in this unique,
year-long exhibition in our beautiful
ornamental Gardens. This series of
sculptures reflects the deep-held family values
and culture of the people of Zimbabwe,
providing visitors with a greater insight into the
depth and wisdom of this country’s culture.
Garden entrance fee applies.

Waterperry Gardens, Waterperry,
Near Wheatley, Oxfordshire OX33 1JZ

10am to 5.30pm. (Last egg hunt at 4.30pm)
Go hopping mad at Waterperry this Easter with our
Big Easter Bunny Hunt throughout the holidays.
Find the bunnies hidden within our ornamental
garden and claim your special Easter prize from the
Teashop! Cost £2 per child. Children must be
accompanied by an adult.

NGS Fritillary day.
th
Sunday 17 April. 10am to 5.30pm.
Our gardens are open in aid of the National
Gardens Scheme (NGS) which means you can
enjoy the beautiful fritillaries in the wildflower
meadow, knowing that all entrance money will be
donated to nursing, caring and gardening charities
chosen by the NGS.

Call us for more details on 01844 339254
Email: office@waterperrygardens.co.uk

www.waterperrygardens.co.uk
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My First Cars.
The first car in my house was not a car but a Ford Van. My eldest brother bought
it with dad’s help for a few pounds. This was only the 1960s but it one of the few
cars in the street where we lived. In those days “going for a ride” was considered
a treat. Being the youngest I had to jump in the back. My brother used to amuse
himself by using every spare minute to take it apart and cover the drive, front
garden and much of the road with various oily car parts. A neighbour used to help
him work on the car. One day they had taken off a wheel to work on the brakes
and when it was put back both thought the other was going to tighten the wheel
nuts. Thankfully we all survived our ride to “test the brakes”. How we all laughed.
My other brothers’ first cars were both Morris Minors. Still one of the best cars
ever built. It was so good that it ruined Austin Morris because unlike cars today
that are built to last a few years, the Morris Moggy lasted for ever, so people did
not keep buying them.
My first car was an Austin Mini. I bought to learn to drive and hours of fun in it
after I bought it until a few days later the MOT expired. Another Mini followed and
various other cars until I was able to buy an MGB Roadster with rubber bumpers.
It was like the man who had the same broom for years but just replaced the head
and handle. Over the years the bodywork restored several times, had new
carpets, seats, several batteries, a new engine. I do not think there was anything
that was not replaced, repaired or restored apart from the driver. The technology
was as sophisticated as Meccano, but Meccano that has been left to rust in the
rain and weather for years my mechanic said. Eventually the car went to its well
deserved rest and I have had boring cars since.
MG
News from Stone School
We are delighted to now be providing you with regular updates on what is
happening in our school. The months have flown by since September, and it has
been my great pleasure to lead a school with such a positive ethos, and to be
making so many exciting changes and plans for our future. This includes planning
a much needed outdoor classroom for the Early Years Foundation Stage, and
beginning plans for a sensory garden in our grounds. We would be delighted to
hear from you if you have any particular skills or talents which you would share
with us (particularly those involving green fingers!), or even some time to hear
readers and help out in classes. March has seen Foundation class visiting
Green Park for a Gruffalo Trail, Class 3 visiting the Safety Centre in Milton
Keynes, and Class 5 going to the Black Country Museum. If you are interested
in volunteering to help in school, please do not hesitate to contact the office on
748340.
Claire Mirams
Head teacher
Parish News
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Bartlett's
Residential Home
A beautiful Victorian country house set in over
18 acres of tranquil park and gardens
Individuals and couples, those wishing to make a home here
and those wanting a shorter stay are all welcome.
Highly qualified and caring staff to look after your every need.
Excellent facilities for recreational activities,
therapies and companionship.
Award winning chef who uses local produce.
Intimate and welcoming offering you a little bit extra.
Part of the Peverel Court group of care homes.

Tel Gloria on 01296 747000

Email: Gloria@bartlettscare.co.uk
www.peverelcourt.co.uk
Peverel Court, Portway Road, Stone, Bucks, HP17 8RP
WEA West Bucks Villages Branch
Carry on Learning

ENSA – NEVER A DULL MOMENT
With Peggy Batchelor
At Bartlett’s, Portway Road, Stone
Thursday April 7th
At 2.30 pm
Entry £1 per lecture
Ring 748538 for further information or if you need a lift.
Pedestrians – ring for the gate security number
FOURTH TUESDAY FELLOWSHIP

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Meeting in the Methodist Chapel, Eythrope Road
st

The Fellowship celebrates its 61 Birthday this year
th
So come along at 2.30 p.m. on April 26 to join the celebration!
Rev. Ann Henman is the Speaker
Friends from other Fellowship meetings will be joining us
and there will be tea and cake to enjoy as well as the Bring & Buy Stall
Parish News
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DESTINY DRIVING
SCHOOL
Based in Stone

Competitive priced one hour lessons
for the complete beginner or for
experienced driver looking to
improve their driving skills
DSA Approved Instructor
Patient & Friendly
Flexible Lesson Duration
Theory Test Help and Advice
Air Conditioned Vehicle
Discounts on longer lessons & block
bookings
Nervous learners are welcome

News-Direct

Contact Fiona on
07883 011509

Newspapers & magazines
delivered to your door every
morning
All newspapers accounts can be
settled by switch/cards using our

Freephone No.

0800 917 3076
Monday – Friday 6 am – 7 pm
Saturdays & Sundays 6 am–2 pm
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Modern Martyrs
We continue our series on modern martyrs with Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906 –1945
He is remembered on April 9 He was a German Lutheran pastor, theologian and
a participant in the German resistance movement against Nazism. His
involvement in plans by members of the German Army to assassinate Adolf Hitler
resulted in his arrest in April 1943 and his subsequent execution in April 1945, 23
days before the Nazis' surrender.

The camp doctor who witnessed the execution wrote: “I saw Pastor Bonhoeffer ...
kneeling on the floor praying fervently to God. I was most deeply moved by the
way this lovable man prayed, so devout and so certain that God heard his prayer.
At the place of execution, he again said a short prayer and then climbed the few
steps to the gallows, brave and composed. In the almost fifty years that I worked
as a doctor, I have hardly ever seen a man die so entirely submissive to the will of
God.”
He is one of the Twentieth Century Martyrs commemorated at Westminster
Abbey

FAURE
REQUIEM
An act of worship for
Passiontide
Presented by the Circuit Choir together with friends from other local
churches and Choirs under the direction of Chris Beattie
Aylesbury Methodist Church and Community Centre
th
Sunday 10 April 2011 @ 6.00 pm
EVERYONE WELCOME
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THE HARROW, BISHOPSTONE
Refurbished and re-opened under entirely
new management
Classic English Cooking
Bar Food

Dinners

Sunday Roasts

Telephone 01296 748652
Email : enquiries@theharrowbishopstone.co.uk
When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine
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The Vicarage, 10 Badgers Rise,StoneHP17 8RR01296 748068
Email: angela_richuk@yahoo.co.uk
Dear Friends,
WHO MOVED THE STONE?
It is now over 80 years since Frank Morrison set out to write a book which
disproved the Resurrection of Jesus by examining the Biblical accounts of the last
week of Jesus’ life. However, he ended up being so convinced that it was true,
that his book “Who moved the stone?” supported the miracle of Jesus’
Resurrection. (I have a copy if you would like to borrow it!)
We now live in a very sceptical age, don’t we, in which people like to be able to
find a logical and scientific answer for everything. The Hadron Collider in Geneva
seeks to unearth for us the very beginnings of life itself (using our God-given
minds to work it all out!) For those with an eye of faith, each new discovery only
serves to endorse the wonder of the Creator God whom we serve.
Going back to the Resurrection of Jesus, the evidence is very compelling, and
includes the following:
1) Jesus’ body was never produced by the authorities, even when rumours
of his ‘Resurrection’ were circulated.
2) His first Resurrection appearances were to women, whose evidence
counted for nothing in those days. Who would invent such stories if they
were not true?
3) Jesus appeared on several occasions, even to 500 gathered at a time. It
must have been more than a few people’s imaginations.
4) Jesus asked people like Thomas to touch him, and He ate food to prove
the ‘physical nature’ of His Resurrection, even though it was now a
‘transformed’ eternal body and no longer limited to time and space
(appearing and disappearing at will).
5) The transformation in those previously frightened disciples is hard to
explain, other than by accepting that Jesus truly was alive again. Surely
they would not be willing to witness to, or even die for, a dead ‘Saviour’
would they??
6) From St Paul onwards, people have continued to meet with, and had their
lives transformed by, a Risen, Living God.
7) And yes, who DID roll the stone away from the grave, and how was it that
the grave clothes were still lying in position, yet Jesus’ body had
disappeared?
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The evidence, therefore, is available for all to see and examine, but God will not
force His way into any of our lives. It still has to be an individual’s step of faith
and commitment. However, many of us who have done that, have gone on to
experience for ourselves that He is an amazing God, who has gone to incredible
lengths to prove His love for us all. So, as we celebrate afresh Jesus’
Resurrection this Easter, and re-enact the momentous events of that first Easter,
and we invite you all to come and join with us, and see for yourselves.
Yours in Christ,
PETER RICH (Rev)

“Stop doubting and believe” -

St Thomas Jesus Appears to His Disciples

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together,
with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with you!” After he said this, he showed them
his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending
you.” And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you
forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are
not forgiven.”
Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the
disciples when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the
Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger
where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” A week
later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though
the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you!” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach
out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”
Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” Then Jesus told him, “Because you
have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet
have believed.”

Knit and Natter
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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING TUESDAY 12

TH

APRIL 2011 7.30pm

The Parish Council warmly invites all parishioners to the Annual Parish Meeting
th
on Tuesday 12 April in Dinton Village Hall at 7.30pm
GUEST SPEAKER: The Commons Speaker: Rt. Hon. John Bercow MP who
will talk to us about his role as a speaker.
Other community speakers will include the Police, District and County Councillors
and other representatives from the Parish.
Refreshments and tea/coffee will be served.
The meeting will be followed by a meeting of the Parish Council.
Parishioners will be welcome to stay for this.
The Village Hall Committee will be running a quiz on the 16th April in the Hall
doors open at 7.30 pm. Bring your own drink and nibbles. Cost is £5 per head
and prizes are given to the winning team and consolation prizes to the losing
team. Please ring Sylvia Eaton on 01296 748537 if you are interested in joining
us.
The Village Hall AGM will be held on the 26th April at 7.30 in the Village Hall.

Tickets going fast for this years ‘unique’ Ball
The Summer Ball is an annual event held to raise funds for the Cuddington &
Dinton Church of England School. It is an opportunity for parents, the school and
the local village communities to come together to support the school, get dressed
up and have a great fun evening together.
Our School Field at the Junior site (Dinton) is currently undergoing a major
transformation which left the Ball looking for a new home – but thanks to Mr and
Mrs Spencer Bernard of Nether Winchendon House, the marquee will be in their
grounds this June.
Tickets for this year’s Summer Ball have been going fast. They went on sale just
before Christmas and most have been sold. The Ball takes place on 18 June
2011 and the event includes a drinks reception, opera singing, fabulous three
course meal, live band, disco, raffle, casino and auction. More information is
available at www.acesandqueens.wordpress.com.
Parish News
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Parish Petition
A written petition objecting to the proposed High Speed 2 Rail link is being
circulated through the parish to supplement those names already on the stophs2
website. If you are not approached and want to sign, or, even better, to collect
signatures – every one counts – please ring the following:
Stone
Dinton
Bishopstone

Derrick Nash
Diana Coole
Mark Turner

747647
748763
615272

HS2, if it goes ahead, may pass within less than half a mile of our parish – noise,
years of disruption, devalued properties and no benefit to any of us on the route.
For any reason – PLEASE SIGN or visit the www.stophs2.org website to
object online. Thank you.
A very special event for Easter – The Passion Play:
IMPOSSIBLE GOD
The death and resurrection of Jesus as experienced by those who
were there
Written by Frank Topping
Performed by Mark Topping
This inspiring one-man play challenges us at the most important time
in the Christian calendar to look again at Jesus of Nazareth and
consider the meaning of his life, death and resurrection.
It recreates the world of those who witnessed the Passion.
Palestine AD32 is brought to life as numerous characters relive their
experience.
st
MAUNDY THURSDAY 21 APRIL @ 7.30 p.m.
Aylesbury Methodist Church, Buckingham Street
nd
GOOD FRIDAY 22 APRIL @ 7.30 p.m.
Christchurch, Upper High Street, Thame
Tickets £5.00 each
Contact 01296 484940 for Aylesbury or 01944 358268 for Thame
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The Greyhound Circuit at the Bugle Horn and the Hartwell Dog
Track Prisoner of War Camp no 36
The Aylesbury and District Greyhound Racing Track opened on Saturday June
th
24 1933 at 7.30pm, admission1/4d including tax and race card. The Bugle Horn
estate is now on the site.
The Greyhound Racing Circuit was in full swing until the outbreak of war and was
very popular and well supported. It was owned by Mr Ivor Richings, landlord of
the Bugle Horn, opposite, and Mr Dutch from Watford.
Meetings were held three times a week and at Bank Holidays. The field adjacent
to the Bugle was a car park which was always full of cars and coaches from
further afield. Special buses ran to and from Aylesbury on some nights.
In the grandstand was a Totaliser and refreshment bar. Bookmakers would have
their stands nearer the course. The Bugle itself was very busy and did a roaring
trade.
The POW camp was built on the site of the Greyhound Racing Track in the early
1940s and the prisoners first arrived in 1942. The prisoners were contained in the
central area in Nissen huts. They were well provided for, cookhouse,
entertainment centre, medical centre and sick bay and a doctor. The main
entrance and guard room was about 100 yards down Sedrup Lane on the left.
There were four sentry boxes mounted quite high up round the perimeter and
there were always guards on duty with searchlights.
The soldiers’ quarters were on the outer aspect, bordering onto Sedrup Lane and
the Oxford Road.. Where the Meadoway sign now is, was the dining hall, canteen
and entertainment hall where dances were often held and well attended by local
people, and the transport area, with a large pit where vehicles were serviced.
On the left, bordering onto the orchard, was the Sergeants’ Mess and Quarters;
further on were more Nissen huts where the soldiers lived. The Sergeants’ Mess
frequently held dances towards the end of the war and the music was provided by
the German Prisoners’ Band, which was very good. We local residents were
invited to attend.
There were several other large buildings backing onto the Oxford Road,
Administrative Offices and General Stores.
The soldiers stationed there were often older men and seemed to stay, not often
being moved on and they integrated quite well into village life.
Parish News
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The Italian prisoners of war were often seen going off to work on local farms,
transported in lorries. They were always singing and waving to passers by. When
Italy capitulated in 1943 they were repatriated to Italy, although some chose to
remain in the area and their descendants still live here
The Italian POWs made shopping baskets from local willow, which they plaited
and made into various shapes. The baskets were well made and lasted for
several years. Many of the locals purchased them, which not only occupied the
prisoners but also gave them a little pocket money. They also made rings and
bangles from old materials such as colourful toothbrushes and any old metal
scraps they could find. The German POWs were very good with wood carving
and they also had their own small garden within the compound.
The German prisoners of war were much more reserved and aloof in manner.
When POWs had committed a misdemeanour they were sent down to Hartwell
House cellars for punishment. The Italians marched up the road carrying their
loaves of bread and singing loudly. The Germans on the other hand marched with
dignity and remained silent. A few days later they would be seen returning to the
POW camp. After the end of the war, before they were repatriated they were free
to move around and mix with the local people. Not all chose to return to
Germany, particularly those whose homes were in the Russian Zone and many
chose to stay, and lived and worked in Aylesbury and surrounding area.
Before the camp closed the prisoners gave a concert at the Drill hall in Aylesbury
to local residents who had shown them kindness during their stay. It was an
excellent and very memorable evening, which we all enjoyed and I recall very
well. My parents befriended several of these men, who remained here, married
and lived locally for many years.
From memoirs of the 1930s and ‘40s by Jean McClane

Donation
A donation of £63.00 from the “Coffee Cup Collection” has been sent
to ZANE (Zimbabwe – A National Emergency).
As well as enjoying biscuits, coffee or tea after the service
churchgoers can make a donation. We support a different charity
every month. March will be Parents and Children Trust (PACT).
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Congratulations to Cathy West who is training to be a guider with the Rainbows
and is now successfully running Stone Rainbows. She too needs help on
occasions but the group is going from strength to strength with a support group in
the background. It is a lovely age to work with and the programme is varied and
fun. Anyone interested please call Cathy on 01296 748850
Dinton Guides who meet in Stone are also having an interesting time. They are
touring backstage at the Waterside Theatre in April as part of their Performers
Badge and staying to see Footloose. Then in June are off to Ellesborough for
camping activities and a weekend staying over in the House with Brill Guides. We
meet at Stone school on a Weds. 6 till 7.30pm and welcome new girls and are
appealing for some help see advert

CAN YOU HELP THE GUIDE UNIT IN STONE?
Do you fancy doing something new/different?
Have you previously been in Guiding as a Brownie, Guide,
Ranger or Leader?
Or feel you would just like to get involved and see what it’s all
about?
Would you consider helping out at the Guide unit in Stone?
The Guide unit is desperately looking for a person to help out
every week at their unit meetings. The lady that was helping
is leaving to have a baby and the unit Leader needs another
helper to keep the unit running. Their meetings are very
varied including crafts, games, Guiding work and trips out
throughout the year. Also there is a link to a local Special school which makes the
help all that more important and rewarding.
If you are interested and would like to speak to someone for more information
then please ring Girlguiding’s office on 01296 487683
or email: girlguidingbucks@btconnect.com
STONE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
th
Tuesday April 10 At 7.30pm
JOHN HAMPDEN AND THE CIVIL WAR IN BUCKS
A talk by Colin Oakes
Stone Methodist Chapel, Eythrope Road
Ring Joan Shurvell on 748530 for further information
Parish News
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ROYAL WEDDING TEA PARTY :
DINTON VILLAGE HALL
APRIL 29th 3.00pm – 5.30 pm
A Parish get-together for ALL to celebrate the Royal Wedding
Come along for a cup of tea
Bring a plate of goodies to share – or just come
Children and grandchildren are particularly welcome - why not
dress up as a prince or princess and wine a prize Raffle
If you need further details telephone:
Angela Rainbow; 748 506 or Larraine Gooch;747 655 or
Honor Vane 748 177 or Patricia Withers; 748 918

A418 Pedestrian Refuge
For nearly seven years Stone Parish Council has been trying to
persuade Bucks County Council that getting across the A418 is as
problem. We want a traffic island. We have had to guarantee to pay
for it and have a grant from AVDC to help to do so. Now the County
have proposed a public consultation for the whole village!
What is planned is a small pedestrian refuge in the centre of the
Oxford Road opposite Stone Village Hall. This will permit walkers
(plus push chairs) to get across, even at rush hours. The County’s
traffic consultants insist that there must also be a second refuge on
the current lay-by.
If you hold any views on this proposal please give them to the Parish
Council (George Lamb, Chairman, 01296 748988 or the Parish Clerk
01296 626073) or to Matt Whincup, Transport for Buckinghamshire,
Corrib Industrial Park, Griffin Lane, Aylesbury.
A detailed plan of the work is available
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Dinton Flush Fund – a brief update










In our first full year of fundraising (2010) we raised over £19,000
from events and donations. We would like to thank again all those
who have made donations and all who have attended and helped
at fundraising events.
We now have total funds of nearly £60,000, which is enough to
cover the costs for Phase 1 (tower roof repairs) and Phase 2
(moving the monument). Work on the tower roof is due to start on
4 April. We are still investigating the options for relocating the
monument.
We raised an amazing £850 at the jumble sale held in February.
Thank you again to everyone involved.
We are very pleased to have received a grant of £500 towards
tower roof repairs from the Allchurches Trust, who are associated
with our insurers, EIG.
Our ultimate aim is to make Dinton church more accessible to the
whole community. Our committee is small and we would welcome
new members or volunteers willing to organise one-off events.
There are several events planned for the coming months. These
will be separately advertised. Please support them if you can.
The committee members are Valma Thompson, Rosemary
Jackson, George Lamb, Andrew and Helen Wild. We welcome
your comments on any aspect of the project.

COASTGUARD
COTTAGE
IN MUNDESLEY
NORTH NORFOLK
TO LET
3 BEDROOMS SLEEPS 6
CONTACT: 01296 748367
WEBSITE: WWW.NORFOLKNUMBER5.CO.UK
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Nature notes – a fishy story
This series of articles will be ending soon because I have covered most of the
commoner aspects of nature that we might expect to see in our parish.
Then it struck me that I have not yet written about one group that is certainly well
represented in the parish – fish. We have streams, rivers and some fair sized
ponds, all containing fish. It is hardly surprising that I should not mention fish
since they are hardly ever seen by most people, by comparison with birds, trees
and flowers which are easily visible to all.
I am just going to mention one fish because it is so
remarkable; it is the ghoti (pisca generis). I would
hazard a guess that you have never seen this fish
mentioned on television wildlife programmes and I
suspect that it is one which readers may never see.
Indeed, I have to admit that I have never seen one,
although I have looked hard. One reason for this is that, strangely for a fish, it is
wholly nocturnal. This greatly reduces the risk of daytime predation, e.g. form
herons, kingfishers or cormorants. It is related to the tench and is only 3 to 4
inches long when fully grown, and is a dull greyish brown in colour. It is
apparently foul tasting, so is of little interest to fishermen. Remarkably, it
sometimes leaves the water and can travel on land for several hundred yards. It
only does this on damp spring nights when the grass is wet. It moves by using
suckers on its front fins; indeed the word ghoti is from an old Anglo-Saxon word
meaning “sucker”.
But the ghoti’s most remarkable accomplishment is that it can fly! Not far really,
just a few feet, but this is sufficient for it to evade night-time predators, e.g. pike. It
does so by spreading its side fins, which are quite large.
So there we have it – a remarkable nocturnal fish that can both walk and fly, and
yet it is almost totally unknown. One of nature’s best kept secrets, here in our
parish.
AW
Free Workout - Dinton Churchyard Tidy Up
Cheaper than the gym; a whole body workout.
Starting on 9th April, then on the second Saturday each month, from 10.30 a.m.
to 12.00 noon.
Refreshments provided.
Please contact Andrew or Helen Wild for further details (748679)

Parish News

23

April 2011

When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine

Parish News

24

April 2011

When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine

Parish News

25

April 2011

NEWS FROM CHAPEL HILL
Methodist Chapel, Eythrope Road, Stone, HP17 8PH
During this month’s services
the following will be remembered in prayer:
rd
th
th
3 - Lee Crescent; 10 – Long Furlong; 17 – Lower Hartwell
th
and 24 – Manor Farm Close
We welcome your prayer requests – anonymous if you wish –
please just leave a note in the Chapel post box
*******
th
th
It will soon be CHRISTIAN AID WEEK – 15 -21 MAY
Can YOU please help with the doorstep envelope collection?
Collecting from just a few houses need not take long and
would make a great deal of difference.
Please contact Sue Spinks 748369 or royandsue1@btinternet.com
A NOTE OF THANKS – to everyone who took part in the Women’s World Day of
Prayer Service at the beginning of March. The youngest member of the
congregation was Martha aged just a few months; the oldest remains anonymous
but rejoices in more than 90 summers! Everyone enjoyed the Service prepared
by the women of Chile which gave a glimpse of their lifestyle and concerns. The
collection taken for Christian literature societies amounted to £90.00
The Parish has joined in this annual world wide Service for very many
years, for the last decade organised by Jean Merry who took over from Chris
Beattie. However, Jean now feels it is time to hand over the reins and this is
therefore a plea for a volunteer to take on the task. It would be a great shame if
this annual opportunity for ecumenical worship and witness were lost, so please
consider carefully if this is something YOU could do. It’s not an onerous task,
all the literature etc is centrally prepared and delivered to the organiser.
Contact Sue Spinks on 748369 or royandsue1@btinternet.com if you feel able to
help.
Priest in Charge
Licensed Minister:
Church Wardens:

Secretary to the
P.C.C:
Hon. Treasurer:
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Revd.Peter G.Rich , The Vicarage, 10 Badgers Rise, Stone HP17 8RR
01296 748068
Avril Clark, 7 Furlong Crescent, Bishopstone, HP17 8SG
01296 747755
David John, 84 Oxford Road, Stone HP17 8PL
01296 747932
Eryl Morgan, 101 Baker Street Waddesdon,, HP18 0LQ
01296 655692
Valma Thompson, Meadway, Greenend, Dinton HP17 8UR
01296 748561
Jean Moore, 'Larkrise', 4 Templecroft Terrace, Upton. HP17 8UD.
01296 748063
Sue Birrell, 7 Jakeman Way, Aylesbury. HP21 8FT
01296 338163
Andrew Wild, Stonemead, High Street, Dinton HP 17 8UW
01296 748679
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Sponsored Ten Mile

Bike Ride
from
Dinton Village Hall
Saturday 30th April 2011
Start 10.30am
To enter contact John & Caroline King (01296 748265)
caroline@perryfield.co.uk
or Rosemary & David Jackson (01296 748655)
jacksonrj@btinternet.com

Mini bike &Scooter route

IN AID OF DINTON FLUSH FUND
Parish News

27

April 2011

April Gardening
Another very busy month in the garden, lawns will need mowing probably twice a
week, but do not set the blades too low to start the season. Regular mowing will
kill off annual weeds.
Once the soil has warmed up, apply a moisture retaining mulch to any newly
tidied borders after a good rain. This keeps the soil damp and the weeds down.
Onion sets and salad crops should be planed this month. Lettuce are best planted
in short rows. Sow a few seeds in patches 8 inches apart, as and when they grow
leave one and transplant some of the other seedlings. Sow little and often for a
regular supply.
April is the time to plan main crop potatoes. Do try some, if you have early
potatoes be prepared to cover them if frosts are forecast.
All manner of pest and diseases are unfortunately with us in our gardens most
years. One that seems to be getting worse is “American mildew” on gooseberries.
His produces white powdery patches on leaves fruit and young wood. Some
prevention can be obtained by pruning, opening up the centre of the bush, but the
only sure way is to use an anti fungus spray as per the instructions.

PS

Charitable Giving
The Clerk to the PCC often receives letters from charities
requesting support by way of prayer, a speaker or
financial. Whilst worthwhile causes we no doubt all do our
own private giving and extras are hard to find.
Most of us enjoy the after service coffee and the people
who serve it not only give their time but also the
ingredients. After discussion the PCC have agreed to put
out a collecting bowl for people to give an offering to some of the smaller charities
in these difficult times. We will collect for each charity for a month and then move
to another one. Last month was PACT! – Parents and Children Together. A few
coins each week add up to a worthwhile gift but nobody should feel obliged to
give – coffee remains free to everybody. We all value the opportunity to step
aside from the rush of life and chat awhile. If you have your own knowledge of a
charity you would like us to support let us know.

Jean Moore
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D. J. Parr
uPVC Installations & Repairs
Office: 01296 613429 Mobile: 07815 794551
Email: dparrinstall@aol.com
UPVC Windows, Doors and Conservatories
uPVC Fascias, Soffits and Gutters
Misted/broken glass replaced
Window & door locks, hinges and handles
Patio doors repaired, cat flaps fitted
Gutter maintenance
Local skilled Craftsman - references supplied - no obligation quote

Ric Lee
“Handyman”
General House Maintenance
Painting and Decorating
Small Tiling Jobs
Flat Pack Furniture Assembly
Ruby Cottage, 7 Chapel Road
Ford HP17 8XE
Tel: 01296 747267
Mobile: 07831 658909

When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine
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Bishopstone Village
Hall Trust

Oxford Rd, Hartwell, Aylesbury,
Bucks. HPl7 8QP

The Bugle Horn

Need to hire a hall?
…think ‘hall’, think
Bishopstone Hall

Tel 01296 747594
David and his team would like to
welcome you to the Bugle Horn to
enjoy 'Great Leisure Moments' in a
Great British Pub, we are proud to
serve great food from around the
world in a distinctly British manner
all day, every day.



Prices start from just £20 for a
child’s party, for up to 80
people
 Disabled access, licensed bar
available, terms and
conditions apply
Phone 01296 747773 for more
information
Bishopstone Village Hall
Moreton Lane, HP17 8SQ
Registered Charity No. 264370

Try our extensive range of wines
from around the world or one of our
traditional cask ales - just pop in,
no need to book, even if it is
just for coffee.

When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine
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In the middle of Ford

The New Menu
Tomato and mozzarella tart with pesto
dressing | £5.00
Smoked chicken and leek terrine with
prune purée | £5.95
Seared local wood pigeon with puy lentils
and red wine dressing | £5.95
Pan seared scallops with black pudding,
pea puree and lemon beurre blanc | £6.50
***
Chargrilled fillet steak with wild
mushrooms, pearl onions with fondant
potato red wine jus topped with foie gras
butter | £21.95
Pan roasted duck with creamed potato,
baby vegetables and finished with earl
grey jus | £14.95
Pan fried black bream with sauté
potatoes, Pac choi and a lemon and chive
beurre blanc | £12.95
Whole lemon sole with sauté greens,
buttered new potatoes served with lemon
and caper butter | £12.95
Roasted rack of lamb with minted cream
potato, baby spinach and a tomato and
basil jus | £15.95
Pea and mint risotto topped with pea
shoots | £10.95
Plus a selection of Homemade desserts.

Mothers Day, Easter
Sunday and the Royal
Wedding, It’s all
happening this April.
We start the month with Mothering
Sunday on 3rd April with our special
menu for the day offering Children’s
portions as well, so book to avoid
disappointment!
We will be running a special Easter
Sunday menu as well as offering a
free Easter Egg to all children that
eat on the day.
And let’s not forget the 29th (yes
Royal Wedding Day). In conjunction
with the Parish Council and others
we are having a Garden Party to
include a Hog Roast, an “all ages”
Bouncy Castle, a live steel band and
various other activities.
In line with the seasons we have
changed our a la carte menu and we
will also be offering a more
extensive bar and garden menu.
And finally thank you for your
support with my half marathon run Between my wife and I we have
raised in excess of £500 for SPARKS.
We look forward to seeing you all
this month. Thanks - Alex.
www.dintonhermit.co.uk
relax@dintonhermit.co.uk

Book now, on 01296 747473
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HARTWELL HOUSE HOTEL
RESTAURANT AND SPA
Value for Money Dinner
This is without doubt a great meal deal. Enjoy a complimentary glass of Processo
and Canapés in the one of the elegant drawing rooms, followed by a
set three course dinner using new season local sourced farm produce,
and finish with coffee and Hartwell fudge.
And the price – only £28.50 per person inclusive of service and VAT
Available Sunday to Thursday inclusive
Traditional Afternoon Tea
The perfect way to spoil family and friends over Easter is to treat them
to Hartwell’s famous afternoon tea and take the opportunity while you are here
of exploring the 90 acres of grounds. Only £19.00 per person
The Spa Café
Perfect for morning coffee, al fresco light lunches and snacks, the Spa Café
is the ideal place to meet for that leisurely informal dining experience.
Lunch served daily from 12.00 noon to 3.00pm. Open to the Public
Open for dinner every Friday and Saturday with a last serving of 8.30pm
Call 01296 746526 to make a reservation
April Treat
Reserve a course of four Clarins treatments for the price of three during April. On
booking and paying for the course of treatments you will receive a free gift to the
value of £40.00
Subject to availability, and not to be used in conjunction with any other offers or discounts.
To reserve your place or for further information telephone the Spa Manager
on 01296 746500 to avoid disappointment

For further information, menus or to make a reservation,
please telephone 01296 747444 or visit the website
Oxford Road, Near Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire HP17 8NR
Part of the National Trust
www.hartwell-house.com info@hartwell-house.com
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