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For we are Godôs handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 

which God prepared in advance for us to do. 
Ephesians 2:10  
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Wychert Vale Benefice contacts   
The Revd Margot Hodson Rector, Wychert Vale Benefice  

Revd Canon Dr. Phil Groves (Associate Rector) 
Benefice Office, St. Mary's Centre Station Road Haddenham Aylesbury, Bucks, 

HP17 8AJ Tel: 01844 291108  
rector@wychertvale.org        vicar@haddenhamstmarys.org    

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Revd. Margot Hodson                        Revd Canon Dr Phil Groves 
       Rector of Wychert Vale Benefice                    Associate Rector 

 

For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please contact:  
The Parish Administrator Benefice Office 

office@wychertvale.org        office@haddenhamstmarys.org   

 
Parish contacts 

 

Associate 
Rector 

Phil and Anne Groves  7, Badgers Rise, Stone, HP17 8RR 
Tel: 01296 748 390 

Church 
Wardens: 

Eryl Morgan, 101 Baker Street Waddesdon,  HP18 0LQ 
Tel: 01296 655692     erylrm@outlook.com 

 Jean Moore, 'Larkrise', 4 Templecroft Terrace, Upton. HP17 8UD. 
Tel: 01296 748063 

 Raymond Medhurst 10 Grenville Road Aylesbury HP21 8EY 
Tel:07793 541456 
Email: raymond.medhurst@stonedintonhartwell.com  

 Valma Thompson  Meadway, Greenend, Dinton.  HP17 8UR 
Tel: 01296 748561     Email: valma.thompson@btinternet.com 

Secretary to 
the P.C.C: 

Sue Birrell, 7 Jakeman Way, Aylesbury. HP21 8FT 
Tel: 01296 338163 

Hon. 
Treasurer: 

Alan Weston, Dimora, Greenend, Dinton HP17 8UR 
Tel: 01296 748287         Email: alaneweston@gmail.com 

Aston 
Sandford 

Contact: 
Treasurer         Marilynne Morgan    4mam.morgan@gmail.com  

 

 
 
Front Cover;  Picture of Stone Churchyard provided by Phil Childs
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Parish news 
   

 

Dare to Dream 
 

We hope you enjoy this edition and everyone. We try to include a mix of 
different articles and notices. It reflects our community and shows how 
much is going on. The historical articles hopefully show an interest in our 
heritage and what we value. 
 

It is easy to focus on challenges, problems and issues and not 
concentrate on positives opportunities and solutions. The message of 
Easter is one of hope, hope in the face of failure and disappointment; 
hope above of all else, and hope rewarded. 
 

This month we say thank you to Carol Lynch who has supported the 
magazine so well. This is an opportunity for someone to join our team and 
develop it in new ways. 
 
 

News team 
Editor:  David Pickup  01296 748170 david@pickupandscott.co.uk 
Editorial: Carole Fryer 01296 748538 carole.e.fryer@btinternet.com 
Advertising: Tom Claridge 01296 748322 tom_claridge@yahoo.com 
IT Producer: Mike Thompson 01296 748561  mwthompson40@gmail.com 
 

Parish Council contacts: 
    Stone, Bishopstone & Hartwell 
    Parish Clerk           clerk@sbhpc.org 
    Dinton Ford & Upton 
    Parish Clerk   Keith Gray       01296 422800 keithgray@dinton.org 
 
Parish News is a community magazine for the residents of Stone, Dinton, Ford, Upton, 
Bishopstone, Hartwell and Aston Sandford. We welcome news, announcements by societies and 
clubs, and articles on local and other issues. We do not charge for charities or personal notices such 
as weddings, baptisms or acknowledgments and welcome advertising by local businesses. 
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Parish Services and Calendar  
 

April 
 

St John  
the Baptist 

Stone 

St Peter & 
Paul 

Dinton 

Stone 
Methodist 

Chapel  

Other 
Benefice 
Services 

 
2 
Passion 
Sunday 

 

10.00am 
All Age Holy 
Communion  

 

6.00 pm 
Evensong 

 

 

11.00am 
Holy 

Communion 

  

 
9 
Palm Sunday 

  

10.00 am 
Holy 

Communion 
with palms 

 

11.00am 
Worship 

 

 
13 
Maundy 
Thursday 

 
  

 

7.30 pm 
Joint Benefice 

Holy 
Communion 
St. Nicholas, 

Kingsey 
 

 
14 
Good Friday 
 

 

10.30 am 
Easter Garden 
Family Service 

 

 

2.00 pm 
An Hour at 
the Cross 

 
 

10.00 am 
Stone 

(School) 
 Walk of 
Witness 

 
16 
Easter Day 

 

 
10.00 am 

Easter  Family 
Communion 

 

 

 
8.30 am 

Holy 
Communion 

 

 
11.00am 

Café 
Church 

 

11.00am 
Communion 

Service. 
At Aston 
Sandford 

 

 
23 
Easter 2 
 

 
 

 

10.00 am 
Morning 
Prayer 

 

 

11.00am 
Worship 

 

 
30 
 
 
 

  

 
 

11.00am 
Holy 

Communion 
United 
Service 

 

6.30 pm 
Joint Benefice 

Choral 
Evensong 

with Bishop of 
Buckingham 
St. Nicholas, 

Kingsey 
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Letter from Aston Sandford 

Spring at Aston Sandford 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I write this as the first signs of Spring are upon us, unless blown away by Storms 
Doris and Ewan.  At this time of year I always remember a poem my mother used 
to recite about Spring flowers, much to the irritation of my father.  Recently, 
through the wonders of the internet, I was able to track it down.  Rather to my 
surprise it was written by Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803 ï 1882) the American  
essayist, lecturer and poet well known for his ideas on self reliance, amongst 
other things; and it seems from the internet well known too for quotations such as, 
appropriately, óthe earth laughs in flowersô.  The first verse of Flower Chorus is 
perhaps the best ï 

O such a commotion under the ground, 
When March called, "Ho, there! ho!" 

Such spreading of rootlets far and wide 
Such whisperings to and fro! 

"Are you ready?" the Snowdrop asked, 
" 'Tis time to start, you know." 

"Almost, my dear!" the Scilla replied, 
"I'll follow as soon as you go." 

Then "Ha! ha! ha!" a chorus came 
Of laughter sweet and slow, 

From millions of flowers under the ground, 
Yes, millions beginning to grow. 

Flowers will be seen at their best at our Easter Sunday service when the church 
will be decked out in Spring flowers and Easter chicks and rabbits,  and will look 
as  wonderful as ever.  It will be our usual communion with hymns service, led by 
Canon Cavell Northam.  After the service there will be an Easter Egg hunt at The 
Manor for the children, while the adults have coffee.  Usually the Hunt and coffee 
are taken outside in the lovely Manor Garden.  

Our regular April service will be on Sunday 16
th

 April at 11 00am. 
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The Seven Stars, Dinton 
Bienvenue to a beautiful 16

th
 century traditional British 

Pub Restaurant with a flair of Francais, tucked away, in 
the picturesque village of Dinton.  

Enjoy a homemade, freshly cooked meal made with 
only the finest local produce in the restaurant, 

 bar, snug or large beer garden.  
Free Wi-Fi and private parties also catered for. 

Stars Lane, Dinton, HP17 8UL    Telephone: 01296 749000 

E-mail: steph@sevenstarsdinton.com 
www.sevenstarsdinton.com 

The Seven Stars accommodates for wheelchairs, providing both 
disabled parking and wheelchair access to the bar and restaurant  

 

The Crown, Cuddington 

17th Century thatched pub in an award winning village. 
Open fire, pie & pudding Wednesday, fish & chip 
Friday, dogs welcome in bar, fine guest ales, featured 
in CAMRA, Michelin Guide and Good Food Guide.  

Spurt Street, Cuddington, HP18 0BB      
Telephone: 01844 292222 

Bar opening hours: 
Monday-Saturday 12pm-3pm and 6pm-11pm, Sunday 12pm-10.30pm 

Food served Monday-Saturday 12-2.15 pm 6.30-9.15, Sunday 12pm-3pm 
Email: david@thecrowncuddington.co.uk 

www.thecrowncuddington.co.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone number 01296 337228 
www.templestreetwinebar.co.uk 

 
 

Elegant and fun dining in Aylesbury Old Town. Temple Street is a stylish 
cocktail bar, eating house and wine bar. Come and check us out, ideal  

for pre theatre dining  

file:///C:/Users/mwtho_000/Documents/Magazine/February%202015/www.sevenstarsdinton.com
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St John the Baptist Church Stone 
Facilities and Kitchenette update 
 
Since appointing Virginia Wedgwood as the architect for the 
facilities and kitchenette project, the fabric committee have been 
working hard to pull together a scheme that will be workable now 
and also into the future. 
 
The steering group for the project are now in the process of 
arranging for a site visit by the DAC together with the architect, so 
that we are in a position to apply for the faculty.  Once this meeting 
has taken place and any alterations made to the plans, it is our 
intention to invite all our generous parishioners and supporters to a 
meeting, where we will present the final scheme proposals and 
would look to start work as soon as possible thereafter. 
 
Financially we are still outstanding the payment of four pledges.  If 
you are one of those four we would love to hear from you.  The 
budget will always be tight but by receiving the last four pledges it 
will be made less so. 
 
It is possible that further money will be required to see the project 
through, but as a group we feel that we should make a start whilst 
keeping the fundraising going in the background. 
 

 

Coffee Morning and Bring and Buy Sale 
 

I'm having a coffee morning and bring and buy sale for the  
Dinton Village Hall on 22nd April from 10.30 to 12.00. 

at Greendale, Westlington Green 
Sylvia Eaton  Tel. 748537 
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STONE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 
Tuesday April 18 7.30 pm 

Stone Village Hall 

 
EDWARD JENNER, NAPOLEON AND BLOSSOM THE COW                                                                                                  

Paul Chamberlain 

 
Edward Jenner, 1749-1823, was the first doctor to vaccinate people against 
the virulent and deadly smallpox ï his discovery in the 1790s that 
inoculation with cowpox would protect against smallpox resulted eventually 
in the virtual extinction of the disease in 1974. The word spread fast after 
Jennerôs discovery and in France Napoleon Bonaparte had his entire army 
inoculated in 1805. And Blossom the cow ï well, it all started with her! 
 

 
 

 
Ring Joan on 748530 or Carole on 748538 for further information. 

Visitors welcome 
 
 

Parish websites: 
 

Church www.stonedintonhartwell.com 

Stone www.stonevillage.org.uk 

Jubilee Pavilion www.jubileepavilion.co.uk 

Bishopstone www.bishopstone.info 

Dinton PC www.dinton.org 

Dinton News www.dinton.info 

  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiDv5-6s8zQAhUDrxoKHfAuDwcQjRwIBw&url=http://www.thenewatlantis.com/publications/vaccines-and-their-critics-then-and-now&psig=AFQjCNHIlDfbylZndnE4K2N0ylJ-W2EccQ&ust=1480454995268280
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April Gardening 

Continue to sow vegetable seeds, making a succession of small sowings of each 
type; beetroot, radish, carrots, peas and even broad beans.  There is still time to 
sow parsnips if ones sown earlier have not germinated.  Lettuces can be sown 
often in small batches.  It is really worth growing some in order to enjoy the 
flavour, which hardly exists in bought varieties.  April is the month to plant onion 
sets and of course Good Friday is the day to sow parsley seed.  Potatoes should 
be planted during this month, as to plant any later reduces the size of the crop. 
 
More tender vegetables such as dwarf or climbing French beans and sweet corn 
are best left until the end of the month.  It is still possible even in these changed 
weather patterns to get frosts, so do be prepared to give protection if necessary. 
 
Last year was very strange by the almost complete absence of black and greenfly 
on plants, I expect they will appear in numbers this year, so do keep a look out. 
 
Buddleia , the shrub loved by butterflies, needs to be cut back to the first good 
buds otherwise left on its own it tends to grow big branches not strong new shoots 
on which the best flowers grow.  Continue to prune early flowering shrubs as they 
finish blooming.  Occasionally some plants may not have any new shoots and 
may look dead.  Do wait a few weeks as often they may begin to sprout from the 
base.  Old neglected shrubs may be revitalized by cutting right back especially if 
there are some green shoots growing low down. 

 

 
Dinton with Ford and Upton Annual Parish Meeting 

11th April; 7.30pm 

Dinton Village Hall. 

All parishioners welcome to hear about events in the Parish 
from parish groups, the police and our District and County 

Councillors 

GUEST SPEAKER 

Richard Wilson, Lord Wilson of Dinton, sharing his stories and 
reflections on his life as the top Civil servant and Master of 

Emmanuel College Cambridge. 

Refreshments provided 
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Dinton Churchyard Tidy 
 
Spring is here and once again the Churchyard  Working Party will be 
trying to keep Dinton Churchyard tidy over the  Spring, Summer and 
Autumn. 
 
Can you spare a little time to help keep the churchyard tidy? The more 
helpers we have the easier it becomes. 
 
The next working party will be on Saturday 8th April 10.30am until 12.00 
noon, with refreshments provided. Then on the 2nd Saturday of every 
month through to October. 
 
The work consists of light gardening tasks, mowing, weeding, strimming 
and general tidying up; tools can be provided but it would be useful if you 
bring your own. 
 
If you would like to help, but Saturday morning is inconvenient, please 
contact Andrew or Helen and we can let you know what areas need to be 
worked on. Certain parts of the Churchyard are left as wildlife habitats and 
need a different work regime. 
 
Please could we ask that those tending graves only to put compostable 
plant material in the compost bins and take plastic, cellophane, wire, plant 
pots etc. home with you. The churchyard is maintained by volunteers and 
we have no way of getting rid of plastic etc. 
 

For further information please contact Andrew or Helen Wild on  
01296 748679. 

 

 
Important message:  

Cocoanuts 
Stone and Dinton are well known for their orchards but did you know 
that we now grow coconuts? The annual cocoanut harvest starts on 
April 1st.  Global warming has meant that it is much easier to grow 
these in this country. We need to pick as many as possible for the 
fete cocoanut shy later in the year.   
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Maundy Thursday ï 13

th
 April  Do this in remembrance of me.  

 
7.30 pm ï St Nicholas, Kingsey ï Joint Benefice Communion Service  
 
Good Friday ï 14

th
 April  Then they led him out to crucify him. 

 
10.00 am - Walk of Witness ï we gather at Stone School car park to start our 
informal procession with the cross along Oxford Road to the church, pausing for 
prayer and reflection on the way 
 
10.30 am - Easter Garden Family 
Service ï SJB Stone - a short service 
suitable for all ages. During this service 
the children make the Easter Garden      
 
2.00 pm - An Hour at the Cross  
ï SPP Dinton - a time of quiet reflective 
meditation. 
 
 
Easter Sunday ï 16

th
 April 

 
 
8.30 am - Prayer Book Communion ï SPP Dinton 
 
10.00 am - Family Communion ï SJB Stone - a joyful service for the whole 
family (with choir) followed by our annual EASTER EGG HUNT and Hot Cross 
buns  
 
11.00 am ïCafé Church ï Methodist Chapel Stone 
 
11.00 am ï Communion Service ï St Michael and All Angels Aston Sandford  
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Parish News Magazine  
 
We are sorry that Carol Lynch is leaving our editorial group, but very 
grateful for all her hard work over the years. We wish her well.   
 
This means we have a vacancy in the team that puts together the 
magazine.  We meet once a month locally at 7 pm for about an hour 
and communicate by email at other times.  This voluntary role is 
very important to village life in producing a parish magazine that has 
a wide appeal.  The magazine is produced on behalf of the church 
for the community.  
 
We are looking for someone with IT skills, experience of Word and 
publishing software with good design skills or an interest in writing 
and village life.  
If interested please contact me  
David Pickup  david@pickupandscott.co.uk  
 
 

DINTON SPRING GARDENS OPEN 30TH APRIL 2017 
 
There will be 4 gardens open to the public in Dinton on Sunday 30th 
April from 2-6pm as part of the NGS Open Garden Scheme in aid of 
Cancer and Parkinsonôs disease. 
 
Admission to the gardens is £4 for adults and children are free. 
Four very different gardens will be full of colourful spring flowers, 
blossom and sprouting vegetables. 
 
The Norman church will be open with a childrenôs treasure trail and 
delicious cream teas will be served in the Village Hall. 
 
More information is available on the NGS website  
 

http://www.ngs.org.uk/gardens/find-a-garden/Garden.aspex?id=15426 
 

If you would like to help make the day a success please contact 
Catherine Brogan: catherinebrogan@me.com or 

telephone 07970622604  
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Stone, Bishopstone & Hartwell Fete 
Monday 29th May 2017 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Stone War Memorial Recreation Ground 

 

Stalls are available at £15.00  
(£12.50 if paid and booked by 1st May) 

 

Traditional stalls and refreshments 
 

Scratch choir ï come along and join in. 
Village History exhibition 

 

Date of next planning meeting  

Wednesday 26th April 2017  

7.00 pm at the Pavilion 

 
Look for our Facebook pageé 
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Where was Stoneôs Red Lyon??? 
 

The licensing laws of 1552 were well documented from 1753 onwards in Bucks 
and in 1753 two local premises were listed. The Harrow, in Bishopstone, is still 
there and currently awaiting building works prior to reopening. In Stone was the 
Red Lyon, which was licensed up to 1764 and had two different landlords, Robert 
Clark and John Clark. But where was it? 
 
When the large house ñThe Orchardsò, next to the County Arms on the north side 
of the Oxford Road, was demolished at the end of the 1990s a long panoramic 
painting on stiff canvas from the mid C20 was discovered in the outbuildings and 
is now in the Local History Group archives. It shows a fanciful painting of a view 
looking south ranging from Manor Farm and St John Baptist church as far as the 
later hospital site. The farm and church are recognisable, but there are also a few 
small cottages and a substantial thatched pub with a sign board ï The Red Lyon. 
There is also a stage coach, a number of huntsmen on horseback and a good 
deal of attractive landscape. 
 

            
  Manor farm and the church                                 The imaginary Red Lyon 
 

Ray and Katie Stone remember local builder Mr M R J Ripley constructing The 
Orchards for himself in the mid 1960s. The long painting was done by his odd job 
man, a patient at the Hospital, and was hung in the main lounge of the house. His 
idea of the Red Lyon looks more like the old Bottle and Glass ï but the church 
and Manor farm are a reasonable likeness. What is amazing is that the Red Lyon 
was licensed for just 11 years in the C18th in Stone but was still remembered two 
centuries later. The name might well have continued at premises reduced to a 
simple alehouse. 
 

In 1932 a (rather whimsical) talk was given to the Stone WI by A E Ellis, of Stone, 
on ñStone as it used to beò, and he/she referred to an ale house opposite the 
County Arms run by a  Mrs Clark in the C19th. Was this the Red Lyon? 
 
In 1965 Ray and Katie Stone bought ñElm Cottageò, the old brick house at the top 
of Churchway opposite the pond. Here the Beechey family had lived from the 
1880s until the late 1940s with pigsties, barns, a bake house and later a village 
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shop and post office. The  original large plot included as well as the field behind 
(now the site of the Churchway  bungalows) some cottages along the south side 
of the main road which  after the 1770 Turnpike  was straightened in 1820  were 
enclosed within the garden wall of Elm Cottage and were demolished. It seems 
likely that one of these cottages was the home of our Red Lyon. 
 
Alf Crisp, then landlord of the County Arms, told the Stones that the Red Lyon, 
later an alehouse, was in one of those cottages across the road and when the  
County Arms opened in the late 1820s the alehouse ñmoved across the roadò. 
 
Incidentally the Bugle Horn, at the Aylesbury end of the village, was first licensed 
in 1800 as the Plough. It would pick up any coach traffic on the turnpike, It was 
probably not all that easy to stop in the crowded centre of Stone. 
 
The earliest map with any detail is the enclosure map of 1776/7, which shows the 
area clearly. The Aylesbury to Shillingford Turnpike had opened in 1770, but still 
turned left just before Manor Farm, then right and then left again (see map 
below). In 1820 this inconvenient kink was removed and the new route is marked 
on the map (a copy made in 1835 for the then Vicar from John Leeôs original).  
You can clearly see the cottages on the south side of the road, marked E. 
 
This next map we have, the Plot of the Farms round Hartwell, from Aedes 
Hartwelliana, 1864, shows the County Arms, with some of the cottages still across 
the road, but on the 1880 Ordnance Survey they have gone. The County Arms 
went in 2002, having served as a village pub for 200 years. 
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The amended1776/7 enclosure map ï Stone village centre 
 

A. The line of the 1820 alteration to straighten the turnpike 

B. The later (current) line of the wall round Elm Cottage garden. 

C. The site of the County Arms buildings 

D. The top part of Bishopstone Road  below the church was straightened 
mid C19 and the village pond was dug between 1867 and 1880 

E. The Red Lyon??? 

 
Can anyone else add to this ongoing story? 

Ring 748538 if you know more. 
 

Stone Local History Group, with thanks to Ray and Katie Stone 
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Stone, Dinton and Hartwell Social Committee 
 
 

Invite you to a Beetle Drive 
and 

Fish ónô Chip Supper 
 

Friday April 21
st

  @ 6.30pm 
Bishopstone Village Hall 

 
 

Adults £8 
Children under 16 £4 

 

Ticket price includes food. 
Tea and Coffee provided 

 

Prize for winning adult and child 
 
 

To order tickets please contact Barbara 
Fowle 01296 748631 

Tickets must be paid for by  
Sunday 16

th
 April 

Food to be ordered at time of ticket 
purchase 

 
Social committee 

Raymond Medhurst, Barbara Fowle,  Derek Fowle, Sue Howe,   
Cathy West, Ivor James,Delya James 


