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WYCHERT VALE BENEFICE CONTACTS 
 

Benefice Rector 
 

Revd Cassa Messervy 

Associate Rector 
Revd 

Canon  
Dr Phil 
Groves 

 

7, Badgers Rise 
Stone Aylesbury 
HP17 8RR 

 
Tel: 01296 748 390 
Email: drphilgroves@gmail.com 

Curate 
Revd Nigel Featherston 

Greenwood,  
New Road,  
Dinton, HP17 8UT 

 

Tel: 01296 747454         
Email: nfeatherston@btinternet.com 

 

Treasurer 
 

 

Currently vacant. 

For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals  
please contact the Parish Administrator at the  

Benefice office St Mary’s Centre Station Road Haddenham Aylesbury HP17 8AJ 
or email office@wychertvale.org  or  office@haddenhamstmarys.org 

St John the Baptist, Stone 
 
Richard Smith 
Churchwarden  

 
 
richard.smith@stonedintonhartwell.com 

St Peter and St Paul, Dinton 
 

Rosemary Jackson 
Churchwarden 

 

Innisfree, New 
Road, Dinton, HP17 
8UT 

 

01296 748655    
jacksonrj@btinternet.com  

St Michael & All Angels, Aston Sandford 
 

Marilynne Morgan 
Hon Treasurer 
 

  
4mam.morgan@gmail.com 

 
Nick Morgan 
Churchwarden  
 

 01844 291217  
4nick.morgan@gmail.com  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Front Cover image courtesy of Philip Childs 

mailto:office@haddenhamstmarys.org
mailto:jacksonrj@btinternet.com


__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parish News                                          3                               August 2021 

Parish News 
 

 
Greet all God’s people in Christ Jesus. The brothers and sisters who 
are with me send greetings. 
 
Philippians 4:21 
 

 
Editorial 
 
The cover picture reminds me of the expression, 
“How now brown cow”. It was a phrase invented 
to help people, usually children, to speak proper, 
like what we do.  “How now?” is an old fashioned 
way of saying “hello” or “aright”?, or “how’s it 
going?” Perhaps we could bring it back!  
 
It features in Shakespeare, “How now, what is in 
you?” (Love's Labour Lost) and “How now, my 
love? Why is your cheek so pale?” (A Midsummer 
Night's Dream). 
 
The bible is full of people saying hello and other 
greetings. So how are you? What is in you? How 
now? Probably best not call anyone a cow.  
 
Have a good Summer and keep the photographs 
coming in. 

 
 

 
Parish & Community News : News team 
Editor: David Pickup  01296 748170    david@pickupandscott.co.uk 
Editorial: Carole Fryer 01296 748538    carole.e.fryer@outlook.com 
Advertising: Sue Unwin 07760 177599    sunwin1958@hotmaill.com 
IT Producer: Heather Harris    07766 086280   hevsharris@aol.com 
Distributor:      Fiona Rysdale     01296 747663   therysdales@live.co.uk 

 
Parish News is a community magazine for the residents of Stone, Dinton, Ford, Upton, 
Bishopstone, Hartwell and Aston Sandford. We welcome news, announcements by societies and 
clubs, and articles on local and other issues. We do not charge for charities or personal notices such 
as weddings, baptisms or acknowledgments and welcome advertising by local businesses. 

mailto:carole.e.fryer@outlook
mailto:hevsharris@aol.com
mailto:therysdales@live.co.uk
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Parish Services and Calendar  
 

 

August 
2021 
 

St John  
the Baptist 

Stone* 
 

St Peter & 
Paul 

Dinton* 

Stone 
Methodist 
Chapel ** 

St Michael & 
All Angels 

Aston 
Sandford*** 

Sunday 1st 
August 
Trinity 9 
 

10.30am 
Family 
Service 

10.00am 
Holy 

Communion 

11.00am 
Worship 

 

Sunday 8th 
August 
Trinity 10 
 

10.30am 
Morning 
Worship 

6.00pm 
Parish 

Evensong 

11.00am 
Worship 

 

Sunday 15th 
August 
Trinity 11 
 
 

9.00am 
Mattins 

10.30am 
Morning 
Worship 

10.00am 
Morning 
Worship 

11.00am 
Worship 

11.00am Open 
air service 
(weather 

permitting) 

Sunday 22nd 
August 
Trinity 12 
 

10.30am 
Holy 

Communion 

 11.00am 
Worship 

 

Sunday 29th 
August 
Trinity 13 
 

10.30am 
Morning 
Worship 

 11.00am 
Worship 

 

 For current Covid compliance and 
any service changes, please see 
the website and notices at the 
churches. 

** Please 
call 01296 
748369 in 
advance of 
services to 
be sure of a 
socially 
distanced 
seat at the 
Chapel. 

*** Correct at 
time of going to 
press.  Please 
contact 
Churchwarden 
for latest 
information. 

 
 

 

Electoral Roll 
The revision of the Church Electoral Roll is being prepared for 2021, if you would like your 
name to be added to the Roll, please apply for an application form, which will also list the 
criteria needed to join. 
If you are already on the Roll and wish to come off, please let us know. 
For more information on the above, please telephone Delya James on 01296 747671 
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Lammas Day 

 
This ancient occasion used to be 
celebrated on 1st August by bringing 
a loaf of bread made from the new 
wheat crop to the church for a 
blessing. It is one of several special 
events in the calendar featuring the 
links between the agricultural world 
and the Church. The others are 
Plough Sunday in early January and 
Rogation days in May, the days 
before Ascension Day, when God's 
blessing would be sought on the 
growing crops.  
 

 
This is the introduction and a prayer: 
 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, the people of God in ancient times presented to the 
Lord an offering of first-fruits as a sign of their dependence upon God for their daily 
bread. At this Lammastide, we bring a newly baked loaf as our offering in 
thanksgiving to God for his faithfulness. 
 
Jesus said, ‘I am the bread of life; those who come to me shall never be hungry 
and those who believe in me shall never thirst.’ 
 
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this bread to set before you, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. 
It will become for us the bread of life. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
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Mystery Building No 16 – Did this really exist? 
 

(Answer on page 20) 
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Letter from Aston Sandford 
 

Margaret Isobel Watkins  
15th July 1938 – 27th April 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is a great sadness to record the death of Margaret Watkins, long-standing 
member of Aston Sandford congregation, resident and leading figure of 
Haddenham.   Margaret’s funeral was at St Mary’s on 19th May, followed by 
interment at Aston Sandford, both services being conducted by the Ven Dr Gordon 
Kuhrt.    
 
As Alan, Margaret’s husband of over 60 years, reflected, current rules meant there 
was no opportunity to reminisce together about the many interests Margaret 
engaged in throughout her life.  Fortunately, Margaret’s life was captured in the 
touching family eulogies at the funeral, edited versions of which, with the kind 
permission of the family, are set out below. 
Marilynne A Morgan, Treasurer, Aston Sandford Church 
 
Tribute by Alan Watkins 

Although Margaret was born in Doncaster, she was really a Rotherham girl. She 
lived there from early childhood, nurtured by her grandparents, with whom she and 
her mother lived whilst her father was in the RAF and her mother worked with 
Margaret’s grandfather in his baker’s shop. 

Five years later sister Joan arrived.  Having a working mother and looking after 
Joan greatly influenced Margaret’s life. Post-war her father resumed his career in 
local journalism and was for many years Editor of Rotherham and District Advertiser 
– another strong influence on the way our family has evolved! 
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After Rotherham High School Margaret gained her teaching certificate at Norwich 
Teacher Training College. She gained a BEd Honours degree through part-time 
study, aged 48, at (what is now) Oxford Brooks University. 

We met in September 1957 at a dance in the Officers Mess at RAF Swanton Morley 
where I was doing my aircrew training. We had a long-range courtship – Margaret’s 
first teaching post was in Grays, Essex, and my first posting was at RAF Marham 
near King’s Lynn. We could meet only at weekends, usually in London or Norwich, 
travelling by train. But we were in love and determined to see it through. There were 
many happy memories of that time – seeing the first UK production of West Side 
Story and being bowled over by its music, dancing and emotional impact, 
wandering empty Sunday streets of London and learning about its architecture and 
history. 

We married on 21st December 1959, to fit in with school terms. We lived in a small 
village near Sandringham. There Margaret was introduced to the WI, giving her a 
lifelong, absorbing interest from the age of 22 right up till now.  

Margaret’s determination was evident even then. To get to school the other side of 
King’s Lynn, she and I drove (in our luxury A35 van) to Marham, where she would 
wait at the roadside for a rural bus to take her to her connection at King’s Lynn.  

At that school, and at a young age, Margaret achieved her first promotion, 
specialising in English and Drama.  She was truly a teacher by vocation. She loved 
children of all ages but concentrated on secondary education.  She returned to 
teaching part-time as soon as possible after the births of our two beloved daughters, 
Kate and Louise, and then, in the early 70s, resumed full-time teaching. When we 
moved to Haddenham in 1973 she was appointed to the English Department at 
Quarrendon School. 

She taught at Quarrendon for over 22 years before retiring in 1995. Whenever she 
wished to move elsewhere, she was promoted, and retired as a much-respected 
Deputy Headteacher. Margaret knew how to get the respect of her pupils and 
showed them how good teaching, and real caring, got results, even from children 
from adverse socio-economic backgrounds. By her ability and enthusiasm, 
Margaret inspired a love of drama and literature in the most unpromising pupils. 
She managed to get A Level courses introduced, and to get some of her students 
to university – not bad for a cadre of kids who had been effectively discarded by 
the selective system! 

I must mention her ardent feminist instincts, often nurtured by the Women’s page 
of our beloved newspaper, The Guardian.  I was issued with one of the first of the 
new Access credit cards, but Margaret, though holding a separate account with the 
bank in her own name, was not; boiling with indignation, she confronted the bank 
politely, but with great determination, and got her own card. 

Margaret’s many interests included WEA art appreciation and art history courses, 
and Haddenham Museum, becoming trustee responsible for liaison with 
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Haddenham schools; she also published articles in the Chronicles.  Her research 
into local school registers paid dividends in her playwriting for Haddenham Players 
– who can forget that magnificent production on the impact of WWI on a community 
as seen through the log books of a village school?   

Her two plays to commemorate the start, and the end, of WWI remind us of her 
other great community productions – Lark Rise and Murder Mystery of 1828 – and 
her characteristic deployment of villagers and children to augment Haddenham 
Players, leading directly to the formation of Haddenham Youth Theatre. 

Other enthusiasms included the Friday 
Art Group. She took up watercolour 
painting and developed her own vivid 
colouring style. Characteristically, she 
never signed her paintings, for 
Margaret, despite her wide range of 
accomplishments, never sought to 
blow her own trumpet. 

However, she was immensely proud to 
self-publish, on her 77th birthday, her 
delightful children’s book Lost and 
Found.   Now sadly out of print, it gave 
a lot of pleasure to many children in 
Haddenham and beyond.  

Margaret was also involved with Book 
Club, U3A, Film Club, Village Society  
and  events of my own clubs and 
societies - we shared so many 
activities together. And I mustn’t forget 
her love of flowers (particularly her orchids) and gardening, which inspired so many 
of her watercolours.  

Above all, as you would see from the multitude of messages we have received, 
Margaret will be remembered for her vivacity, kindness, talents, good humour and, 
perhaps most of all, for her smile. 

 

Further memories of Margaret from her family and friends will be featured in 
the September issue. 
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Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2021  

 
This year marks the centenary of the Royal British Legion. From the creation of a 
dedicated TB hospital and providing emergency aid payments and food parcels to 
families in the wake of the First World War to helping veterans get back into 
employment, supporting serving and ex-serving personnel with life changing 
injuries following conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan, supporting veterans living with 
dementia and helping families impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic. The RBL has 
been around for 100 years and will continue to be there into the next 100.  
 
Last year was very challenging for charities with reduced income and increased 
need. Please support the local appeal this year.  We always need more help with 
static sales at the shop, places that will host a collecting box such as businesses in 
the parish and door to door collecting. If you can help by preparing or distributing 
boxes, please let me know.   
 
David Pickup  
01296 748170 
david@pickupandscott.co.uk  
 

 
 
 

 

Foreign Coins or unwanted gold  
 

Keep sending in any foreign or old coins or unwanted 
gold jewellery. We can convert this into funding for the 
church. We’ve raised much needed funds recently from 
a few obsolete foreign banknotes and jewellery. 

 

You can send them to 12 Roundhill, Stone HP17 8RD 
Tel 01296 748170 or david@pickupandscott.co.uk 

 

 
 

mailto:david@pickupandscott.co.uk
mailto:david@pickupandscott.co.uk
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August Gardening Notes 
 

I suppose weather is an especially 
important ingredient in all gardeners’   
thoughts and deeds.   Certainly, this 
year has produced some unusual 
conditions.   A slow start to the 
gardening year, then the strange April 
weather with the late frosts, but then 
things improved and apart from some 
fruit trees suffering damage, gardens came to life, and I do not ever remember 
shrubs and hedges growing so quickly.   The downside however means they will 
all require more pruning and cutting back than usual. 
 
August is the time to take a good look at herbaceous flower beds.  Remove 
supports from plants which have finished flowering and cut off tall, weak stems.  Dig 
over old beds needing a complete overhaul, ready for replanting in the autumn.   
Keep dead-heading roses and still be on the lookout for pests.    This is now the 
best time of the year to take cuttings from geraniums, heathers, fuchsias and 
shrubs.   To be on the safe side I recommend taking plenty as they may not all 
survive. 
 
This year the weather seems to have suited vegetable growing too, enough rain 
and generally cooler conditions than the last few years, so make sure to harvest 
and or pick crops when they are fit and ready.    Runner beans do need picking 
regularly, and crops for keeping need to be perfectly ripe.   There is still time to sow 
carrots for a late crop but do use an early variety and until the middle of the month 
sow “All The Year Round” lettuce for cutting in early winter.          
  
PS 
 
 

 
 

 
Call for front cover photography! 
 
If you have any interesting colour photos taken within the Parish, including 
local scenes; wildlife or even shots of your garden and would like them to 
appear on the front cover of the Parish Church and Community News, 
please send them as hi-res jpegs to magazine@stonedintonhartwell.com. 
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Haddenham Virtual Gardens Visits 

 
Enjoy the unique 

opportunity to visit six of 
Haddenham’s hidden 

gardens from the comfort of 
your own home. 

The gardens can be viewed 
by searching YouTube (or if you’re reading a digital issue of the magazine, by 

clicking here on: Haddenham Virtual Gardens Tours .) 
You can access these filmed gardens as a taster for our Open Gardens on 

12th September where you can visit more gardens. 

If you enjoy the virtual visits and would like to make a donation please visit our 
JustGiving page which raises funds for the Florence Nightingale Hospice: 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/haddenham-community-support-group 
For more information email fnhcsg@gmail.com 

or contact Sue Peck 01844 292110 
 

A selection of local Facebook pages to follow for local news and events.   
 

   Parish and Community News 
   Search Facebook with   @stonedintonparishnews 
 

   Stone, Bishopstone and Hartwell Parish Council 
    Search Facebook with:   @sbhpc 
 

   Stone, Buckinghamshire – a local community page 
    Search Facebook with:  @StoneBuckinghamshire 
 

   Wychert Vale Benefice 
   Search Facebook with:  @WychertValeBenefice 

 

   Stone, Dinton & Hartwell – church news 
   Search Facebook with:  @stonedintonhartwell 
 
   Diocese of Oxford 
    Search Facebook with:  @dioceseofoxford 

 

Haddenham Community  
Support Group 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfEk4UdyHR85UiC09LkA8tw
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/haddenham-community-support-group
mailto:fnhcsg@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/StoneDintonParishNews/
https://www.facebook.com/sbhpc
https://www.facebook.com/StoneBuckinghamshire/
https://www.facebook.com/WychertValeBenefice/
https://www.facebook.com/stonedintonhartwell/
https://www.facebook.com/dioceseofoxford/
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Aunt Em and the side salad  
 
27 Caraway is not threshed with a sledge,      
nor is the cartwheel rolled over cummin; 
caraway is beaten out with a rod,  and cummin with a stick. 
28 Grain must be ground to make bread; 
so one does not go on threshing it for ever. 
Isaiah 28:26-28 
 
Max has been a bit adventurous recently. He was given a selection of seeds in 
March and we are now enjoying the fruits of his labours. When I say “fruits” it is 
mainly lettuce and radish. The tomatoes are coming on but not ready yet. When I 
say “enjoy” I do actually mean that. Fresh vegetables from the garden are really 
very nice.  
 
Amongst the salad crops he tried a lettuce called Rosso and a Cos lettuce. I do not 
usually like the coloured lettuces because lettuces are meant to be green and ones 
with red leaves do not taste green. However, the ones the Max planted were really 
quite nice. Max was so proud of his efforts he wanted me to make him a special 
salad. I had planned to do my Summer broccoli and 
spinach surprise but he said he preferred something 
non-flammable.  
 
Salads are very flexible and do not take much 
preparation. They do not have to be like the salads 
you had at school with tasteless wilting lettuce, tinned 
beetroot and grated carrot. I like the ingredients to be 
as fresh as possible and you can liven up the “greens” 
with something special like rocket, coriander or 
watercress. They are all very healthy. Remember to 
add colour with radishes, peppers if you like them and 
tomatoes. I think tomatoes are meant to be red and 
the yellow and orange ones can be disappointing.  
 
Talking about disappointments Max is coming in from the garden now with his mini 
harvest. It looks impressive but how does he grow these things with supermarket 
labels already on them?  
 
This bible verse is one that is new to me. It reminds us that hard and difficult times 
do not go on for ever. God is the skilled gardener and chef, bringing the best of out 
His ingredients.  
 
Keep in touch. 
Love Em 
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‘As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and 
heat, summer and winter, day and night will never cease.’ 
 
Genesis 8:22 

 
 
Summer Holidays 

 
Why are summer school holidays so long and 
university vacations even longer? Other institutions 
such as the higher courts and Parliament have long 
breaks as well. The usual answer is that in 
medieval times students had to go home to help 
with the harvest. I am not convinced. Studying was 
the preserve of the rich people and I think it unlikely 
that they got their hands dirty in the fields, and even 
so, would harvest go on for two months? I would 
have thought that ploughing and sowing would be 
busier times. When holidays were taken, they were 
long, for example pilgrimages in the Middle Ages 
and Grand Tours in the 18th Century.   
 
Short holidays of a week or two weeks are a 
relatively modern innovation for the lower classes.  The upper classes enjoyed long 
holidays and the London social season. Paid holidays did not start until The 
Holidays with Pay Act 1938 which provided for paid holidays for working class 
employees and was the result of a twenty-year campaign by trade unions. Do not 
get too excited because it only gave the entitlement to one weeks’ holiday per year. 
Bank Holidays, which were single holidays, had been introduced in the previous 
century.  
 
The golden age of the British holiday was perhaps after the Second World War 
when they became more available and the rise of holiday camps which had taken 
over converted army camps. In the 1960s and 1970s cheaper package holidays 
were available abroad. More recently there have been concerns about the impact 
of mass travel on the environment. Perhaps there will be a new golden age of British 
holidays in the future. Knobbly knees competition, anyone?  
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Simply Walk in Stone, Haddenham & Dinton 
 

We’re still here & ready… 
To Simply Walk for an hour or so in the countryside 
Group numbers are restricted, so you will need to 
LOOK 
For the venues below at 
www.bookwhen.com/simplywalk 
Where there are walk dates/details and how to BOOK 
A place on our walks throughout the year from: 
 
Methodist Chapel, Eythrope Road – STONE 
Wednesday: 11th & 25th August 
 
Bradmoor Farm (rear) car park, Stanbridge Road – 
HADDENHAM 
Wednesday: 18th August 
 
Seven Stars PH, New Road – DINTON 
Wednesday: 4th August 
 
We meet in the morning for 10.30 
It’s friendly, fun and free 
We’re still not quite back yet, to normality 
When it comes to the coffee or tea! 
 
Walking for Health with Simply Walk 
Visit www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/simply-walk 
Or call Fiona Broadbent on 01494 475367. 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Planning an event?   
 

With restrictions beginning to ease in the coming months, 
 if you’re planning a community event later this year that you’d like to include 

in the Parish & Community News, please get in touch and we’ll reserve  
space for you. 

 

Contact details on page 3 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bookwhen.com%2Fsimplywalk&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1ba9314c285e458cc08808d942f72d3d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637614451647622273%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ToGDSdcsqYaLLQGPDCeOd3duQUk408%2FOKGeSolkf9ng%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.buckinghamshire.gov.uk%2Fsimply-walk&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1ba9314c285e458cc08808d942f72d3d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637614451647622273%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2FLAScK9hM1538JHvQeigaiZrxHrriIHMa5ZZHOJBhR4%3D&reserved=0
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News From Chapel Hill 
Stone Methodist Chapel 
 

Eythrope Road, Stone  HP17 8PH 
Minister: Revd. Keith Edwards 
Tel: 01296 423363 
ulysee798@gmail.com 
Village contact: Mrs. Sue Spinks 
Clowesbourne, Upton, HP17 8UA 
royandsue1@btinternet.com   

 
 

The Chapel with heart, at the heart of the village 
 

There is a WORSHIP SERVICE each Sunday @ 11 a.m. 
 held adhering to current social distancing rules, 

Please contact Sue Spinks [details above] for week by week details 
Printed before July de-restrictions [if any] implemented, so please do check 

current position   
 

We continue to pray weekly for village friends.    
During August and following an alphabetical list of village streets, we will pray for 

the families of 
Darvill Road, Eythrope Road, Faithfull Close and Griffiths Acre. 

Please leave any prayer requests in the letter box on the Chapel porch, 
anonymous if you prefer. 

 
* * * * * * * 

Last month the Chapel celebrated the 144th Anniversary of the completion of the 
building [1877] and I thought readers might like to learn a little of its history. 
 
The story begins in 1820 when a farm labourer called Charlie Poole with some of 
his friends, all from Stone, walked to the Methodist Chapel at Bishopstone to hear 
one of ‘Mr. Wesley’s preachers’   People like Charlie who were poor and not very 
well educated, felt they were not welcome in the Parish Church.   They wanted to 
worship God in a plain and simple way so the lively singing and straightforward 
preaching of the Methodist services appealed to them. 
 
Charlie and his friends had very little money so when they decided they wanted 
their own place of worship in Stone instead of walking all the way to Bishopstone, 
they began to hold their services in Charlie’s cottage in Eythrope Road.   It was 
registered as a ‘Chapel or Place of Worship for the People called Methodists’ in 
1830.   When the cottage grew too small for the growing congregation, a friend 
called William Ward who lived next door sold them part of his garden next to the 
cottage for £5.00 in 1876.   Within a year the new Chapel was built and formally 
licensed as a place of Public Worship on 25th January 1878.     

mailto:ulysee798@gmail.com
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Here is a photo from that time 
which shows the main entrance 
in the centre of the front of the 
building. 
 
In 1911 there were so many 
children coming to the Sunday 
School that the congregation 
decided they must build a 
special room for the children to 
have their own Sunday School; 
an adjoining plot of land was 
bought and a schoolroom was 
built.   The original doorway 
became a window and a new 
entrance and hallway made linking the two buildings.   The names of some of the 
people who helped to buy the land and pay for the building are carved on the bricks 
outside. 
 
The main Chapel had a gallery which is now used for storage, but until around 1920 
musicians used to sit there and play their violins, flutes and cellos to accompany 
the hymn singing.   Before going into their Schoolroom for scripture lessons the 
children sat in the gallery too and my grandfather told me of an occasion when one 
boy was behaving very badly and making a nuisance of himself.   Mr. Plested, one 
of the violinists, was so annoyed he whacked the boy.  He was so ashamed of 
losing his temper in God’s house that to show he was sorry he never played his 
violin again but sat in the congregation. 
 
What was the Ministers’ vestry is now the Chapel kitchen and the long ago outside 
earth closet replaced by a properly equipped disabled toilet facility.  Heating was 
originally supplied through hot water pipes and cast-iron radiators warmed by a 
coke boiler in the basement.   Oil fired central heating came next and a gas boiler 
took over as soon as gas came to the village. 
 
The Chapel faced a crisis in 1969 – both the floor and ceiling were declared unsafe 
and it had to be closed, so Services were held in the Schoolroom [Hall]   Everyone 
worked had to raise money to have the repair work carried out and in July 1970 the 
Chapel was re-dedicated – with a safe ceiling and floor. 
 
Over the years there have been many changes:     

- dark wooden panelling and brown varnish have gone: now there is light 

paint and bright lighting; 

- hard wooden pews have been replaced by padded chairs; 
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- there is an electric organ and a keyboard, the pedal powered harmonium 

which replaced the gallery musicians long gone; 

- there is carpet and tiling instead of wooden boards, and heat saving sealed 

unit windows; 

- the building is used by lots of different organisations during the week, 

instead of just opening on Sundays. 

One thing which hasn’t changed is that just like those early Methodists, Charlie 
Poole and his friends, the people who worship Sunday by Sunday still want to share 
the Good News of God’s love and care for everyone. 
 

This is the Church’s MISSION STATEMENT 
 

This is an inclusive Church which seeks – 
in worship and service – 

to be a witness and channel for God’s love for all people 
in our community and the wider world. 

 
 
 
 

 

Interested in the local community?  
 
Your magazine group would like to hear from you if you can help increase 
readership and the money we generate for the church. We meet once a month for 
less than an hour. The magazine has a print run of over 500 and is widely read by 
villagers interested in where they live. 
 
You will need:  
 
- A few hours a month  

- Ideally some knowledge of computers  

- An interest in the area 

To express an interest or for more information, please contact David Pickup on 
01296 748170 or david@pickupandscot.co.uk. 

 
 
 

 
 

mailto:david@pickupandscot.co.uk
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Parish and other websites 
 

Church https://stonedintonhartwell.com/ 

Stone with Bishopstone and Hartwell 
Parish Council 

http://www.sbhpc.org/ 

Jubilee Pavilion http://www.sbhpc.org/Jubilee-

Pavilion/Jubilee-Pavilion-Home 

Dinton with Ford and Upton Parish 
Council 

https://www.dinton.org/  

Dinton News https://www.dinton.info/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benefice Website https://www.wychertvale.org/ 

Oxford Diocese (The Church of England 
serving the people of Oxfordshire, 
Berkshire and Buckinghamshire) 

https://www.oxford.anglican.org/ 

Church of England https://www.churchofengland.org/ 

 
 

 

https://stonedintonhartwell.com/
http://www.sbhpc.org/
http://www.sbhpc.org/Jubilee-Pavilion/Jubilee-Pavilion-Home
http://www.sbhpc.org/Jubilee-Pavilion/Jubilee-Pavilion-Home
https://www.dinton.org/
https://www.dinton.info/
https://www.wychertvale.org/
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/
https://www.churchofengland.org/
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Answer to Mystery Building No 16 (from page 6) 
“The Red Lyon” 
 
The Red Lyon pub really is 
a mystery. Arthur Ellis, in a 
talk given to the Women’s 
Institute in 1932, refers to 
an unnamed “ale house”, 
opposite the County Arms, 
where ”Mrs Clark now lives” 
– “anybody who brewed 
beer could sell it in those 
days”. It was probably an 
old cottage, not possible to 
identify – but was almost 
certainly there in the late 
C19th. We have no name 
for it. It could have been on 
the edge of the road 
opposite the County Arms – some buildings were there at the beginning of the 
C19th. 
 
During the demolition of the County Arms and Gordon and Hazel Fox’s house, The 
Orchards, to the west, in the early 2000s, a dirty roll of painted canvas, found in the 
house, was given to the Stone Local History Group.  It proved to be a panoramic 
view of what seemed to be the south side of the village street going west, opposite 
the Orchards, starting with Manor Farm and the church and including this mystery 
pub – with a sign – “The Red Lyon”, with members of the hunt meeting outside. We 
tried to clean it without much success, but enough remains to show a number of 
other buildings, and panoramic views of fields and trees.  It is thought to have been 
painted for the Foxes by a St John’s patient who worked for them. 
 
None of our older maps show a building resembling the shape of this mystery pub 
– was it a figment of the artist’s imagination? A picture book interpretation including 
an inn that may or may not have existed? 
 

Stone Local History Group  
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Pandemic Crisis 
Stone with Bishopstone & Hartwell Parish Council received a request for help from 
the medical personnel and volunteers resourcing equipment to get a Vaccination 
Hub in The Gutmann Centre at Stoke Mandeville Hospital and we were pleased to 
be able to loan ten folding formica top tables. They have now been returned as the 
size of the Hub is being reduced. This is an opportunity for us to say a huge thank 
you to all medical and office staff and the hundreds of volunteer staff that have 
created such a success with the activation of the Coronavirus jabs to thousands of 
local residents. 
 
Play Around the Parishes 
Two amazing days of childrens’ activities have been organised in the Stone War 
Memorial Recreation Ground. The Parish Council have arranged for games and 
activities suitable for children aged 1-11 years.  The first event was held on 23rd 
July and another will take place on Friday 13th August 10am-12noon. The event 
is FREE with no need to book – just turn up and play.  Refreshments and toilets 
are available.  Come and join us! 
July 23rd and August 13th. Timing is 09:00 to 13:00. 
 
 
 

 

Parish Giving Scheme 
 

Our local churches are funded by local people.  Supporting the churches financially is 
important to enable the work of the church team and also to maintain the fabric of the 

church buildings. 
We encourage you to join the network of local regular financial supporters by joining the 

Parish Giving Scheme.  You can set up a monthly Direct Debit instruction for a 
donation to your nominated church (it can be done anonymously) and can be managed 

like any other Direct Debit - it can then be changed or cancelled at your discretion. 
 

The PGS scheme is administratively efficient for the church. The full donation is remitted 
promptly to the church and also, if you are tax payer, the church will be paid the gift aid 

tax on your donation. 
 

For more information and to support the local 
churches financially please visit the Parish Giving 

Scheme site  www.parishgiving.org.uk  
or speak to a churchwarden or member of the PCC.  

 

 

STONE WITH BISHOPSTONE AND 
HARTWELL PARISH COUNCIL 

Your Council, Your Services, Your Parish 

Stone with Bishopstone & Hartwell Parish Council.  
Parish Clerk, Jubilee Pavilion, Oxford Road, Stone, Aylesbury, HP17 8PD 

Telephone 01296 698573 Mobile: 07557 519060.  E-mail clerk@sbhpc.org Web www.sbhpc.org 

http://www.parishgiving.org.uk/
mailto:clerk@sbhpc.org
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Clerk:  Mr Keith Gray JP, CiLCA, FSLCC 
 

Clerk’s Hm:  01296 - 291446    Disraeli House 
Clerk’s Office: 01296 – 422800   15 Disraeli Square 
Mobile:  07789-586594    Fairford Leys 
Email: keith.gray6@btopenworld.com   Aylesbury 
      Buckinghamshire HP19 7GS 
 

 
VACANCY 

 
Would you like to be a Parish Councillor for  

Dinton with Ford & Upton Parish? 
 

There is a position available and if you are interested in knowing what a parish 
councillor does, please contact the Clerk to the Council. 

You could also speak to one of the current parish councillors to gain an 
understanding of the role. 

 
If you are interested – send a letter of application to: 

Mr Keith Gray, Clerk to the Council 
 

 
MEETING DATES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL IN 2021  

  
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE PARISH COUNCIL WILL MEET ON 

THE FOLLOWING DATES, AND TIMES SPECIFIED, IN THE VILLAGE HALL, DINTON. 
 

ANY COMMITTEE MEETINGS ARE NOTIFIED SEPARATELY BY AGENDA NOTICES. 
AGENDAS WILL BE PLACED ON THE NOTICE BOARDS & WEBSITE  

 
Meetings are scheduled to start at 7.30pm unless otherwise notified differently on the 

agenda 
 

Keith Gray, JP - CLERK TO THE COUNCIL 
 

       
    

NO MEETING IN AUGUST 9th November 
14th September   14th December 
12th October     

mailto:keith.gray6@btopenworld.com
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Pickup & Scott - A Specialist Local Firm 

Immigration 

We can help with nationality applications, immigration advice and asylum 
cases. 

Mental Health Law 

We have many years of experience in advising in all matters relating to 
Mental Health Law.  

Crime and Prison law 

We can assist with motoring offences, police investigations and court 
proceedings. We also advise on parole hearings.  

Wills, Probate and Power of Attorney 

Wills, Trust and Probate provide a means of preparing for what lies ahead.  

6 Bourbon St, Aylesbury HP20 2RR Telephone: 01296 397794 

Appointments: reception@pickupandscott.co.uk  

http://www.pickupandscott.co.uk/contact/
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Over 40 Day Trips available this August! 

www.mottsholidays.com            
01296 336666  

 

 
Festive 2021 & Spring 2022 dates on sale now! 

www.crusader-holidays.co.uk                                               
01296 336666 / 01255 425453 

                         
August at Waterperry 
 
Fairy Tale Trails: 6 Jul till 1 Sep Take a tumble into a magical adventure at 
Waterperry. Follow the clues to find the fairy tale characters hidden around 
the ornamental gardens to complete your quest. £3 per child with a prize, 
please pre-book a time slot* in advance of your visit via our website (children 
must be accompanied by an adult paying normal garden entrance fee).  
 
Moonrakers: 1 Aug, 6pm Join us for an informal concert of folk songs and 
tunes in the beautiful surroundings of the amphitheatre.  
 
Waterperry Opera Festival: 12 till 21 Aug An ambitious ten-day open-air 
Covid-safe festival in August 2021. This year’s programme will include seven 
productions, as well as a variety of workshops, masterclasses, talks, and pop-
up performances.  
 
*Current Covid-19 (Coronavirus) regulations  
For more information on all our events please visit 
www.waterperrygardens.co.uk 
 

http://www.waterperrygardens.co.uk/
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VILLAGE ENVIRONMENTAL 

SERVICES 

Proprietor: Dennis Cook 

 

BLOCKED DRAINS CLEARED 

REASONABLE RATES 

NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR EVENING, WEEKEND OR 

BANK HOLIDAY CALL-OUTS 

24 HOUR POLlTE, COURTEOUS SERVICE_ 

C.C.T.V. DRAIN SURVEYS 

 

9am-6pm 

Tel: 07850 635 844 

 

All other times 

01296 624221 

Full Public Liability Insurance 

 
DOMESTIC DRAIN SERVICE 
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ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A 
VENUE 

FOR YOUR GROUP/MEETING/ 
CHILDREN’S PARTY 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LOOK NO FURTHER! 
 

The Chapel Hall is available 
for hire at very reasonable 

rates 
Electric cooker/kettles/cutlery/ 

crockery all on site. 
Please contact Sue Spinks on 

01296 748369 
royandsue1@btinternet.com 
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WINDMILL SERVICES 

 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

AND 

General Building Work 
 

Telephone 01844 279519 
 

FREEPHONE 0800 7837194 
 

Email: windmill2@btinternet.com 
Website: www.windmill-services.co.uk 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
News-Direct 

 
Newspapers & magazines 

delivered to your door 
every morning. 

 
All newspaper accounts 

can be settled by 
debit/credit card by calling 

01844 291341 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.windmill-services.co.uk/
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STONE VILLAGE HALL 
50 Oxford Road, Stone  
HP17 8PB 
 

This large, well-equipped hall 
with stage, kitchen and 
committee room in the centre of 
Stone is available for single or 
regular lettings 
 

Suitable for meetings, events,  
parties and receptions 
Disabled access 
 

For information and bookings telephone 
01296 748279 
 

    
 

 
 
 

PC and Laptop Repairs 

Telephone 01296 823009 
We are a local company with 30 years’ experience. 

We can service/repair your PC or Laptop without affecting your 
 Manufacturer’s Warranty.. 

 
  

Computer Running Slow? 

Computer will not start? 

Have you been scammed? 

Have you been called about a 
computer problem? 

Replacement or Upgrade advice? 

21 Years in 
Bishopstone! 

Our Annual 
Service helps to 

keep your 
Laptop healthy 

and you get free 
monitored 

Internet Security 
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T&B Private Hire 
01844 261116 

07831 882694 
trevorjbailey@googlemail.com 

 

Air-conditioned cars and MPVs 

available for all occasions.   

For details of rates and availability, 

please get in touch. 

 

  
 
 

 

Ric Lee 
“Handyman” 

 
General House Maintenance 

Painting and Decorating 
Flat Pack Furniture Assembly 

Bespoke shelving, cupboards and 
storage units built and fitted to 

your specification 
 

Tel: 01296 749044 
Mob: 07831 658909 

 
 
 
   

 

JUBILEE PAVILION 
W W W . J U B I L E E P A V I L I O N . C O . U K  

 

 
• Great venue for village activities, fund raising events,  

parties and groups. 

• Includes a well-equipped kitchen with cooker and fridge.  

• Changing rooms with hot showers for recreational hire. 

• Car park with easy access. 
For availability and booking enquiries contact Angela 

Email: clerk@sbhpc.org or visit 
https://www.sbhpc.org/Jubilee-Pavilion/Jubilee-Pavilion-Home 

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.jubileepavilion.co.uk/
mailto:clerk@sbhpc.org


 
 

 

 
 

BREAKFAST ROLLS, ‘REAL’ COFFEE,  
HOME BAKED CAKES AND MUCH MORE 

 
(NO CHARGE FOR REFRESHMENTS, BUT DONATIONS ARE 

WELCOME) 
 

SATURDAY 7th AUGUST 
JUBILEE PAVILION 

STONE RECREATION GROUND 
10.00am – 12.00pm 

 
RUN BY ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH, STONE 

THE LOCAL CHURCH IN THE COMMUNITY, SERVING 
THE COMMUNITY 


