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WYCHERT VALE BENEFICE CONTACTS 
 

Benefice Rector 
 

Revd Cassa Messervy 

Associate Rector 
Revd 

Canon  
Dr Phil 
Groves 

 

7, Badgers Rise 
Stone Aylesbury 
HP17 8RR 

 
Tel: 01296 748 390 
Email: drphilgroves@gmail.com 

Associate Minister 
Revd Nigel Featherston 

Greenwood,  
New Road,  
Dinton, HP17 8UT 

 

Tel: 01296 747454         
Email: nfeatherston@btinternet.com 

 

Treasurer 
Steven Kennell 
 

 
Email: treasurer@stonedintonhartwell.com 

For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals  
please contact the Parish Administrator at the  

Benefice office St Mary’s Centre Station Road Haddenham Aylesbury HP17 8AJ 
or email office@wychertvale.org  or  office@haddenhamstmarys.org 

St John the Baptist, Stone 
 
Richard Smith 
Churchwarden 
& Trainee 
Licensed Lay 
Minister  

 
 
richard.smith@stonedintonhartwell.com 

St Peter and St Paul, Dinton 
 

Rosemary Jackson 
Churchwarden 

 

Innisfree, New 
Road, Dinton, HP17 
8UT 

 

01296 748655    
jacksonrj@btinternet.com  

St Michael & All Angels, Aston Sandford 
 

Marilynne Morgan 
Hon Treasurer 
 

  
4mam.morgan@gmail.com 

 
Nick Morgan 
Churchwarden  

  
01844 291217  
4nick.morgan@gmail.com  

 
Laura Macpherson 
Churchwarden 

  
lauramacpherson52@gmail.com 

 
Front Cover image courtesy of Ruth Jeffrey 

 

mailto:office@haddenhamstmarys.org
mailto:jacksonrj@btinternet.com
mailto:4nick.morgan@gmail.com


__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parish News                                          3                               December 2021 

Parish News 

 
 

The mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, 
but is now disclosed to the Lord’s people. 
Colossians 1:26 
 

 

Editorial 
 
Christmas is a time for messages, whether it is a text or WhatsApp, a telephone 
call or a note in a card. Sometimes these messages share some family news or 
enquire after other people’s health. It is good to keep in touch. I like it when I hear 
from people I have not seen for a while. (I mean I like it when I hear from them – 
not that I do not see them). 
 
We all hoped that covid would be over by now but this year has been very difficult 
for so many people. It is going to take a long time to change. We may have to get 
used to things being different. However, there are many positives. Keeping in 
touch is one, as is valuing things that are important.  
 
Christianity is about passing on good news. Saint Paul wrote about a mystery that 
was suddenly explained, like a present that had been left forgotten under the tree 
and then found and opened. He was a man who liked to write messages. His 
letters are serious but he then drops in personal messages a bit like texts or 
WhatsApp.  
 
Whatever you are doing, keep in touch and have a Happy Christmas.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Parish & Community News : News team 
Editor: David Pickup  01296 748170    david@pickupandscott.co.uk 
Editorial: Carole Fryer 01296 748538    carole.e.fryer@outlook.com 
Advertising: Sue Unwin 07760 177599    sunwin1958@hotmaill.com 
IT Producer: Heather Harris    07766 086280   hevsharris@aol.com 
Distributor:    Fiona Rysdale     01296 747663   therysdales@live.co.uk 
Readership:   Ruth Jeffery            07792 734116  ruth@computing4u.net  

mailto:carole.e.fryer@outlook
mailto:hevsharris@aol.com
mailto:therysdales@live.co.uk
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Parish Services and Calendar  
 

 
December 
2021 
 

St John 
the Baptist 

Stone* 
 

St Peter & St 
Paul 

Dinton* 

St Nicholas 
Cuddington 

Stone 
Methodist 
Chapel ** 

St Michael 
& All 

Angels 
Aston 

Sandford 

Sunday 5th 
December 
Advent 2 

10.30am 
Family 

Christingle 
Service 

10.00am 
Holy 

Communion 

 11.00am 
Worship 

 

Sunday 12th 
December 
Advent 3 
 

10.30am 
Holy 

Communion 

4,00pm 
Nine Lessons 

and Carols 

 11.00am 
Carol Service 

 

Sunday 19th 
December  
Advent 4 

9.00am 
Mattins 

10.30am 
Morning 
Worship 
4.00pm 

Nine Lessons 
and Carols 

 

10.00am 
Morning 
Worship 

 11.00am 
Worship 

11.00am 
Advent 

Service*** 

Friday 24th 
December 
Christmas 
Eve 

4.00pm Crib 
Service 

11.30pm 
Midnight 

Communion 

   6.30pm 
Carol 

Service *** 

Saturday 25th 
December 
Christmas 
Day 

 10.00am 
Christmas All 

Age Holy 
Communion 

   

Sunday 26th 
December 
Christmas 1 

  10.00am 
Benefice Holy 
Communion 

11.00am 
Cafe Church 
with Carols 

 

Sunday 2nd 
January 2022 
Christmas 2 

10.30am 
Epiphany 

Family 
Service 

10.00am Holy 
Communion 

 11.00am 
Worship 

 

 *For current Covid compliance 
and any service changes, 

please see the parish website 
and notices at the churches. 

 
Evensong and Messy Church 

resume in January 2022 

 ** No longer 
any need to 
pre-book for 

these 
services. 

*** Please 
see details 
on pages 

18/19 

 

Parish News is a community magazine for the residents of Stone, Dinton, Ford, Upton, 
Bishopstone, Hartwell and Aston Sandford. We welcome news, announcements by societies and 
clubs, and articles on local and other issues. We do not charge for charities or personal notices such 
as weddings, baptisms or acknowledgments and welcome advertising by local businesses. 
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Christmas Thought – Stone and Dinton 2021 

 
 

I love Christmas! I love planning how we are going to celebrate. I love thinking of 
the presents to buy or make for people. 
I love looking at the decorations and 
listening to my children’s excitement as 
the great day draws nearer. I love that 
moment on Christmas Eve when all is 
still and the space between the miracle 
of God born in a stable and the life, I lead 
in the 21st Century is very small, as the 
Celts would say it is a ‘thin place’. It 
seems that I could almost touch the 
vastness of the peace and hope 
incarnated in a tiny baby over 2000 
years ago.  
 
Christmas is a pivotal moment in the year. It is a time to step back from the rush 
and chaos of everyday life and consider what is it that is important? After the 
difficulties and pain of a second year of the Covid pandemic what is it that really 
matters? We may answer that question in different ways. For me, it is love that is 
the most important thing in my life. Love for my family and friends. Love for my 
neighbours near and far. Love for people I don’t know and may not like. Love for 
the world, in all its beauty and diversity. Love for the ‘origin of love’, God, in whom 
I find my true self; healed, at peace and secure in a love beyond our imagination 
but shown to us in the person of Jesus.  
 
One of my favourite Carols which is not that well known is ‘Love Came Down at 
Christmas’, which was written by Christina Rossetti. The final verse says, ‘Love 
shall be our token; love be yours and love be mine; love to God and others, love 
for plea and gift and sign.’ This reminds us that true love takes humility, self-
sacrifice and putting other’s needs before our own. It calls us to respond to the need 
of our neighbours near and far, to care for the natural world so much in need of our 
love at this time and to be people of reconciliation and peace in our families, homes, 
workplaces and communities. The Christmas story shows God’s willingness to 
show us this kind of love. How will we respond? 
 
‘God is love and those who live in love, live in God and God lives in them’ 1 John 
4:16 
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It has been wonderful to get to know the villages and churches of this large benefice 
since I arrived in April. Getting to know people and places has been hampered by 
the Covid restrictions we have been under. However, the silver lining of those 
restrictions has been creative ways of meeting people (I have spent lots of time in 
people’s gardens), and I have so enjoyed leading services outdoors, on Zoom and 
YouTube.  
 
I think the last eighteen months have given us a new perspective on the way we 
live our lives and how we function as communities. I hope that we will hold onto 
what we have learned in this time and that the insights we have gained will feed 
into our recovery and rebuilding.  
 
I very much look forward to seeing more normal patterns of life in our villages and 
churches return next year and being able to continue the process of building 
relationships and connections across the benefice. May I wish you and your 
families a joyful and peaceful Christmas.  
 
Rev Cassa Messervy (Rector of the Wychert Vale Benefice)  
 
 
Christmas in Aylesbury in 1921 
 
Christmas 1921 seemed to be a quiet time. There were few public dances and 
parties in Aylesbury, but some shows at the Market Theatre and films at the 
“Kinema”. Christmas Day fell on a Sunday so Christmas Eve would be a normal 
working, busy Saturday. It had been a difficult year and things were not looking 
good. There was economic depression and rising unemployment. There had been 
strikes including a coal strike. In those days coal was the main source of heating 
and power for everyone.  
 
The local Women’s Association were concerned about difficulties in getting social 
reform. An example was reform of the law which allowed fathers to make all 
decisions about the education and religion of their children. In January. Aylesbury 
had seen the first woman juror who had sat on a murder trial. Wider afield there 
were concerns about rearmament and what would happen if Germany did not pay 
reparations. However, Britain felt relatively safe with its empire and dominions. In 
Buckinghamshire the Unionists had a meeting about the Irish question and the 
future of Ulster.  
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On Christmas Day itself at St Mary’s there were services at 
6.00, 7.00 8.00 9.30 am and 12 noon and evensong. 371 
people. A total of £22 16/9d was collected for the sick. The vicar 
at Aylesbury was Reverend Victor Whitechurch and he 
preached at matins and evensong. I imagine he would have 
been at other services as well and then had a busy time visiting 
people in need the next day. On Boxing Day there were visits 
to the Royal Bucks Hospital and workhouse and tobacco and 

sweets were handed out. (Just what you need in a hospital – more cigarettes!). 
Interestingly there was an ex -servicemen’s ward at the hospital. 
 
The Reverend Victor Whitechurch will be the subject of further editorial in the New 
Year. 

 
Christmas Memories of Stone in the 1950s 
 
Last year we had a letter all the way from Florida USA sharing some happy 
memories of Christmas in Stone in the 1950s.  
 
Our letter writer was born in a house on Bishopstone Road, Stone and remembers 
a special Christmas in 1952 when she was four years old. Her grandparents lived 
in a small cottage near The Bugle Horn where her parents and baby sister would 
spend each Christmas Day. They had roast chicken with homemade stuffing and 
homemade Christmas pudding with a threepenny bit in it. They opened their 
presents in the afternoon, went for a walk, then home for tea and cake around the 
crackling fire. In the evening, aunts and uncles would visit and there would more 
cakes, finger rolls made of fish paste or egg and mince pies. The Christmas tree 
was in the bay window where everyone could see the real candles on the branches. 
There was a piano and they sang carols and old wartime songs. She remembers 
the real coal fire and her Grampy, wearing his cap indoors and puffing at his Black 
Beauty tobacco with his dog Trixie.  
 
Boxing Day meant watching the hunt at the Bugle Horn and hanging onto Grampy’s 
bike as they followed it for miles. She remembers the horses towering over her, the 
hunters in their red coats and dozens of braying hounds.  
 
Sadly, these idyllic Christmases did not last, although she 
has tried to recreate them in later life. Our correspondent 
wishes everyone a Happy Christmas all the way from 
Florida. 
 
Cottage near The Bugle Horn which may be where Christmas Day 
was spent 
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Stone Local History Group Update 
Jane Robinson – Ladies Can’t Climb Ladders 

Monday February 21st at 7.15 
We now have a full programme in place for next year for meeting again in the 
Village Hall, hopefully starting on Monday February 21st at 7.15 for a short 
AGM. Jane Robinson will then be speaking on “Ladies Can’t Climb Ladders”.  
 
Please note that our meetings in future will be held on 3rd Mondays, normally 
starting at 7.30. There may be extra precautions we need to take when we meet 
again – watch this space and we look forward to seeing our members and friends 
again next year. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

COME AND SING CAROLS 
 

HEAR THE CHRISTMAS STORY 
ENJOY COFFEE AND MINCE PIES 

with the 
SEES THE DAY GROUP 

at the METHODIST CHAPEL, Eythrope Road 
WEDNESDAY, 8th DECEMBER, 10.30 a.m. 
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St John the Baptist – Stone 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We would like to welcome your family to join our Christmas Celebration Service 
 

Sunday, 5th December at 10.30am 
 
To ensure that we have enough christingles for all the children, please rsvp to 
jennyhopcroft@gmail.com before the service. 
 

Other family services in December – Christmas Eve Crib Service at 4pm 
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Quiz 2021 
 

1. Which of the following words relates to a hat? Millenary millennial and millinery   
2. What was wrong with the H G Wells £2 coin that was issued this year? 
3. A song by Max Bygraves’ featured the lyric ‘They’ve made it easy for every citizen / 

‘Cos all we have to do is count from one to ten!’ What event did that mark? 
4. Who was known for saying “Tomorrow will be a good day”? 
5. Some names were changed to make them sound more appealing. Slimehead 

became Orange Roughy. What is it?  
6. In an American video court hearing Rod Ponton had to apologise to the judge 

because he had left a screen filter on making him look like which animal?   
7. How did perseverance succeed in space?  
8. What is a Paddington stare?  
9. The Regent Honeyeater, once abundant in south-eastern Australia, is now listed as 

critically endangered; just 300 individuals remain in the world. "They don't get the 
chance to hang around with other honeyeaters…" explained Dr Ross Crates. What 
is the consequence of their loneliness? 

10. What happened to the container ship marked “Ever Green” when it entered the Suez 
Canal? 

11. What is a flower moon?  
12. In Three Men in a Boat by Jerome K Jerome which begins, “There were four of us—

George, and William Samuel Harris, and myself, and Montmorency. What was 
Montmorency? 

13. How many points did the British entrant to the Eurovision Song Contest get this 
year?  

14. What does hulling a strawberry mean? 
15. Who is the president of the Football Association?  
16. What is the name of Neil Diamond's song written for his wife more than 50 years ago 

and inspired by the daughter of a former US president, which became the unofficial 
anthem of the England team at Euro 2020?  

17. Who spent a career looking at Mick Jagger’s bottom?  
18. What politically was the “Great Game”?  
19. Which band announced it would reform after 40 years with digitally rejuvenated 

versions of themselves? 
20. How is the Elizabeth Tower better known?  
21. Why was petrol the new toilet paper?  
22. What is cuckooing?  
23. Which doctor and his granddaughter stayed for a time at 76 Totter's Lane (also 

known as Totter's Yard or Foreman's Yard), a junkyard in Shoreditch, London, 
24. Why was actor Daniel Craig made an honorary commander in the Royal Navy? 

Please send answers to 12 Roundhill Stone HP17 8RD or 
david@pickupandscott.co.uk by 6th January 2022.  
Prize for the first correct entry drawn will be a box of chocolates. 
 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Three_Men_in_a_Boat
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Bellringing as a Novice 

 
I answered an advert in the Parish Magazine in 2019 which mentioned the 
possibility that the bells at St Peter & Paul Church in Dinton may no longer being 
able to ring due to the shortage of bellringers.  It stated no experience required and 
I thought it would be something that I could try my hand at that was completely 
different from anything else I had ever tried before. 
 
Two months later, and very nervously, I touched the bell ropes for the first time 
under the expert guidance of Caroline 
Stoneham from Cuddington and I was 
exhilarated! I was told that bellringing 
does not suit everyone and I was fully 
expecting that to apply to me, so I just 
took each practice session as it came 
and tried my best.  I had no idea that 
the bells were so challenging and it 
took a good few months to master 
how to control a bell on my own and 
to get to grips with the basics of the 
new language of campanology.  It 
would take a good many more months 
to understand how to make my bell 
chime evenly between the bell before 
me and the bell after me. 
 
Then Covid-19 hit and after one year of training we were no longer able to continue 
with bell-ringing practice sessions.  Fast forward to sixteen months later I have 
returned, albeit cautiously, and once again have rung for a few church services.  
Recently, I also rang the bells at two weddings.  I’m still a little nervous but each 
ringing session gives me more confidence to continue.   
 
I can’t thank the people enough who have helped me get this far; Caroline and 
James Stoneham, Sue Belgrove, Andrew Wild and the wonderful cast of ringers at 
the churches in Cuddington, Haddenham and Dinton who have years of knowledge 
and extraordinary patience. 
 
Angela Coulthard 
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The facilities have started! 
 

You may have noticed that access to the church yard has been 
restricted with Churchway gate being closed. Thank you for 
bearing with us during the work. 
 
Since 25th October a hole has been dug, a cesspit has been 
installed and drainage prepared for the new kitchen and toilet. 

Inside the church preparations are underway to remove the old screen and get the 
base of the tower ready to take the toilet. 
 
It’s a very exciting time and one which we have been waiting a very long time for.   
The work is scheduled for 14 weeks which takes us into February, so please keep 
an eye open to see the developments and take care when visiting the church or 
churchyard. Most of all pray that all continues to go well and not to exceed the 
budget! 
 
Sue Birrell, Fabric Committee Chair 
 
 

Stone Church Choir before the First World War 
 

This photograph, in its original carved 
wooden frame, was recently sent to 
Stone Local History Group by Julie 
Carter. Julie, John and family, lived at 
Woodspeen, behind the village shop, 
for many years before retiring to 
Oxford. Julie is now moving again 
and felt that the photo should be back 
in the village.  
 
The History Group have scanned it 
for their records but feel it ought to be 
displayed in the church and David 
Pickup has agreed to do this. People 

may be able to recognise family members - it would be interesting to know. Julie 
thinks that a Carter is on the back row, but which one? There were many Carters 
in the village.  
The scene at the church porch has hardly changed in over 110 years. There are 
iron railings on the right of the picture and a metal gate where the porch door now 
is. The supports for the railings are still in place now. The metal railings may have 
been removed during the Second World War. 
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The two clergymen are holding academic “mortar board” hats. The young man 
standing in the middle at the back may be the choirmaster as he is wearing an 
academic hood. He may be a schoolteacher. Rev Challis was vicar of Stone for 37 
years and died in 1919. 
. 
********************************************************************************************* 

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH, STONE 
 
COULD YOU VOLUNTEER TO HELP US? 

 
If so you will be able to:  

• Work on a specified area of the churchyard in your own 
time 

• Use your own equipment or ours depending on how you feel 

• Be part of a team who care and are appreciated 

• Help with conservation and encouragement of wildlife 

• Enjoy doing something your church and community need 

If you can help then please call Ivor and have a chat., tel: 01296 747671 
 
******************************************************************************************** 

 

 Church Choir News 
 

 
After a long break we are now delighted to have started up the church choir again 
to perform in both St John the Baptist, Stone and St Peter and St Paul, Dinton.  
Practices take place in St John the Baptist, Stone on Tuesday evenings at 7:30pm 
and Saturday mornings at 10:30am. Chris Ashbridge would love to hear from 
anyone wanting to find out more about singing in the choir. 

• There is no audition 

• You do not need to be able to read music 
 
This is a perfect opportunity to have a go at singing in a small friendly group who 
just enjoy making music together. The choir always enhances the worship in our 
services – just what we need after a prolonged period of silence! Chris Ashbridge   
Tel: 01296 748777 
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 Sunday 12th December 

 
11.00am Stone Methodist Chapel    - Carol Service 
  4.00pm SPP Dinton                        - Service of 9 Lessons + Carols  
                                                             (with choir) 

 

Sunday 19th December 

 
  4.00pm SJB Stone                          - Service of 9 Lessons + Carols  
                                                            (with choir)                                                                 
 

Christmas Eve 

 
  4.00pm SJB Stone                         - Crib Service for ALL ages 

  6.30pm Aston Sandford                - Candlelit Carol Service 
                                                           (with shortened communion) 

11.30pm SJB Stone                         - Midnight Communion 

 

                         Christmas Day                                        
10.00am   SPP Dinton                     - All Age Holy Communion 

 

 
 

 

Sunday 26th December 
11.00am Stone Methodist Chapel   - Café Church with Carols 
 

Please see page 4 for the full list of December services 
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December Gardening Notes 
 
The dark days of December are not the best times to spend 
much time out in the garden, but indoor plants do need attention, 
especially this time of the year. Do watch them carefully as 
centrally heated houses have a drier atmosphere than is good 
for house plants, but they are better kept on the dry side and 
given as much light as possible. Over-watering is the more 
common fault and causes most of the problems with the plants. 
Christmas is of course the busiest time of the year for giving and 
receiving pot plants.   Plants which have been grown in perfect 
conditions, so do follow the instructions which come with them to keep them 
growing and flowering.     
 
If we do get some decent gardening weather, do try to dig any vacant ground, or at 
least clear as many of the weeds as possible. Shallots, a vegetable which does not 
seem to be as popular these days, can be sown this month.  Sow them on the 
shortest day and harvest the bulbs on the longest day.  Do not forget to check any 
stored vegetables and plants for possible problems.   
 
Looking back, 2021 has generally been a good year for our gardens, although the 
first 3 months were not too promising, but apart from one short period of extremely 
hot weather, the rest of the year flowers and vegetables flourished. 
 
Wishing everyone a Happy Christmas and Good Gardening in 2022.                      
 
PS 
 

 

 

We’re planning to include a ‘What’s On’ calendar in future issues of the Parish 

Magazine to keep you updated with events, classes, meetings, etc in the local 

community.  If you have an event coming up or hold regular gatherings in the 

Parish, please let us know and we’ll ensure they’re included! 
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Simply Walk in Stone, Haddenham & Dinton 

 
Come suited & booted for whatever the weather 
To Simply Walk for an hour or so in the countryside 
No restriction on numbers, but you’ll still need to LOOK 
For the venues below at www.bookwhen.com/simplywalk 
Where there are walk dates/details and how to BOOK 
A place on our walks throughout the year from: 
 
Methodist Chapel, Eythrope Road – STONE 
Wednesday: 1st - 15th - 29th December 
 
Bradmoor Farm (rear) car park, Stanbridge Road – 
HADDENHAM 
Wednesday: 8th December 
 
Seven Stars PH, New Road – DINTON 
Wednesday: 22nd December 
 
We meet in the morning for 10.30 
It’s friendly, fun and free 
Landscapes changing: Nip in the air? Frosty 
Hats! Scarves! …. and a coffee or tea!  
 
  

MERRY CHRISTM🎄S 

 
Walking for Health with Simply Walk 
Visit www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/simply-walk 
Or call Fiona Broadbent on 01494 475367. 

______________________________________________________ 
 
Call for front cover photography! 
 

If you have any interesting colour photos taken 
within the Parish, including local scenes; wildlife or 
even shots of your garden and would like them to 
appear on the front cover of the Parish Church and 
Community News, please send them as hi-res jpegs 
to magazine@stonedintonhartwell.com 

 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bookwhen.com%2Fsimplywalk&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cedb24cdf692a4ba0e96808d9a2f137dc%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637719979165584809%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=cUelkOmY%2BHvG1prEZf5kuFzqUZyX435doZsfQqJYOwQ%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.buckinghamshire.gov.uk%2Fsimply-walk&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cedb24cdf692a4ba0e96808d9a2f137dc%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637719979165584809%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=HKy5GHfJ7Do%2FCJQJckFe807%2BTcpvMSuq5uG2TJUyGoY%3D&reserved=0
mailto:magazine@stonedintonhartwell.com
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Bernie’s Rural Rewards  
 

Rewarding those who have helped.  
Providing a ‘pick-me-up’ and bringing some joy. 

 
 
It has been a tough few years.  ‘Bernie’s Rural Rewards’ is a scheme that rewards 
those in the community who have helped out and those in need of a pick-me-up.  
 
In collaboration with the Bernwode Bus and Clare Foundation, the Parish Council 
is inviting parishioners from Stone, Bishopstone and Hartwell to nominate 
themselves or someone else in the Parish to receive a winter pick-me-up.  
 
If you or someone you know in the Parish deserves a thank-you or just a treat, you 
can nominate them to receive a Co-op voucher or a fruit & veg box.  
 
Email the Clerk clerk@sbhpc.org with the name and contact details of the person 
you wish to nominate so we can arrange the delivery of a voucher or fruit and veg 
box. Alternatively, you can call on 07557 519060 if you don’t have access to email.  
 
Let’s bring some cheer and happiness to our community 
 
 

 

DINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETING DATES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL IN 2021  

  

 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE PARISH COUNCIL WILL MEET ON 
THE FOLLOWING DATES, AND TIMES SPECIFIED IN THE VILLAGE HALL, DINTON. 

 

ANY COMMITTEE MEETINGS ARE NOTIFIED SEPARATELY BY AGENDA NOTICES. 
AGENDAS WILL BE PLACED ON THE NOTICE BOARDS & WEBSITE  

 

Meetings are scheduled to start at 7.30pm unless otherwise notified differently on the agenda 
 

Keith Gray, JP - CLERK TO THE COUNCIL 
 

                          14th December 
 

 
 
  

mailto:clerk@sbhpc.org
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News From Chapel Hill 
Stone Methodist Chapel 
 

Eythrope Road, Stone  HP17 8PH 
Minister: Revd. Keith Edwards 
Tel: 01296 423363 
ulysee798@gmail.com 
Village contact: Mrs. Sue Spinks 
Clowesbourne, Upton, HP17 8UA 
royandsue1@btinternet.com   
 

 

The Chapel with heart, at the heart of the village 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

EACH SUNDAY @ 11 a.m. 
 

As I write this, Christmas is still six weeks away, but the shops are full of 
Christmas food and drink and decorations and the t.v. resounds with 
adverts for all the goodies without which your Christmas will not be 

complete. Does Jesus watch our celebrations with a mixture of 
bewilderment and dismay, I wonder.   Well, how would you feel if it 

were your birthday and all your family sent cards to each other, 
exchanged presents with each other and ate a birthday meal – all 

without including you? Admit it, you’d be miffed, angry, hurt.   We do 
need to remember that ‘Christmas’ does begin with CHRIST. 

CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS [after 1 Corinthians 13] 
If I bake a Christmas cake and dozens of mince pies, but have not love, I am just 

another harassed housewife. 
If I decorate my house with fairy lights and a twinkling Christmas tree, but have 

not love, I am just wasting electricity. 
If I write a hundred Christmas cards – a news letter in each one – but have not 

love, all I gain is writer’s cramp. 
 

Loves stops baking to phone a friend in need.   Love stops decorating to hug a 
child.    

Love stops shopping to visit a lonely neighbour. 
Love does not envy the colour co-ordinated Christmas decorations in another’s 

house 
nor the stack of presents underneath their tree. 

Love does not write vain Christmas letters boasting of this year’s achievements. 

mailto:ulysee798@gmail.com
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Love does not just send cards to those who will send one back  
or buy presents only for those who can return the favour. 

Love does not work out how much a friend is likely to spend on your gift and 
then seek to spend not a penny more.   Love knows the joy of giving without 

counting the cost. 
Love is patient when faced with a queue at the Post Office – thank you Nazreen! 

Love does not get angry when the children make a mess in the kitchen;   
love keeps no record of wrongs. 

 
Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

Love never fails.   Computer games break, chocolates soon vanish, 
Christmas trees drop their needles, but the gift of LOVE endures for ever. 

Love is not just for Christmas, it lasts the whole year through. 
CHRIST IS NOT JUST FOR CHRISTMAS, He wants to stay with you for ever. 

© Judith Merrell [Hallelujah! Christmas!] 
 

A PEACEFUL, JOYOUS CHRISTMAS TO ALL, FROM CHAPEL FRIENDS 

 
 

 

Foreign Coins or unwanted gold  
 

Keep sending in any foreign or old coins or 
unwanted gold jewellery. We can convert this 
into funding for the church. We’ve raised much 
needed funds recently from a few obsolete 
foreign banknotes and jewellery. 

 

You can send them to 12 Roundhill, Stone 
HP17 8RD 

Tel 01296 748170 or 
david@pickupandscott.co.uk 

 

 
 

 
 
 

mailto:david@pickupandscott.co.uk


__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parish News                                          22                               December 2021 

 
 

Parish Giving Scheme 
 

Our local churches are funded by local people.  Supporting the churches 
financially is important to enable the work of the church team and also to maintain 
the fabric of the church buildings. 
 
We encourage you to join the network of local regular financial supporters by 
joining the Parish Giving Scheme.  You can set up a monthly Direct Debit 
instruction for a donation to your nominated church (it can be done anonymously) 
and can be managed like any other Direct Debit - it can then be changed or 
cancelled at your discretion. 
 
 
The PGS scheme is administratively efficient for the church. The full donation is 
remitted promptly to the church and also, if you are tax payer, the church will be 
paid the gift aid tax on your donation. 

 
 

For more information and to support the  
local churches financially please visit the  
Parish Giving Scheme site  
 www.parishgiving.org.uk  or speak to a churchwarden or member of the PCC.  
 

 

WELCOME TO 
[FOURTH] TUESDAY FELLOWSHIP CHRISTMAS MEETING 

at METHODIST CHAPEL, 14th DECEMBER @ 2.30 p.m. 
[careful - not the fourth Tuesday ! ] 

 
 

 A chance to pause amid the hustle and bustle and enjoy 
a quiet celebration of the wonder of Christmas 

with carols, prayers and Bible readings 

 

http://www.parishgiving.org.uk/
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HOORAY !    

SOUP SATURDAYS ARE BACK ! 
 

COME ALONG TO THE METHODIST CHAPEL 
SATURDAYS 4th and 11th DECEMBER 

12 noon – 2 p.m. 
 

Enjoy a wide choice of soup with cake, tea/coffee to follow 
DONATIONS FOR ACTION FOR CHILDREN 

 
Please will YOU help by offering to make soup, 

or serve, or clear away and wash up 
 

Please contact SUE SPINKS with your offers – 748369 or 
royandsue1@ btinternet.com 

 
 

 
 

HAPPY THURSDAYS ARE HERE AGAIN ! 
 

What better time to resume our THURSDAY CLUB meetings than 

 
Come along all you over-60s to the  

 METHODIST CHAPEL 
THURSDAY 9th DECEMBER 

2 p.m. 
for a happy afternoon of CHRISTMAS CHEER 

and of course tasty teatime treats 
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Our free range, multi award winning turkeys and geese are slowly reared to the 
highest welfare standards. The finest you have ever tasted! 

 
To order your Christmas Turkey or Goose, please call us on 01296 747 549,  

or visit our website www.starveallturkeys.co.uk 

 
Starveall Farm, Oxford Road, Upton, Bucks HP19 8PZ 

(signposted on the A418 near Upton) 
 

 

 
LINK TO HOPE SHOEBOX APPEAL 
 
For obvious reasons the Shoebox Appeal was muted last year, but 2021 sees it up 
and running at full tilt!  PLEASE HELP by contributing in cash or kind to bring 
Christmas joy to those in desperate circumstances in Romania, Moldova, Ukraine 
and Bulgaria. 
 

A BASIC SHOEBOX CONTAINS: 
Soap bars [no plastic containers], Flannels, Toothpaste and brushes, Brush/comb, 
Warm hat, gloves, socks, scarf [unisex], Safety razors, Small soft toy, Small 
plaything, e.g. skipping rope, yoyo, playing cards, Crayons, coloured pencils [no 
felt tips], Chocolate, sweets [long use-by date]. 
 

CASH DONATIONS to cover the cost of carriage [£3.00 per box] and to buy 
additional items ARE EXTREMELY WELCOME 
 

CONTACT ME, SUE SPINKS, 748369 or royandsue1@btinternet.com 
for information.   
 

LOOK ON THE WEBSITE for LINK TO HOPE FOR DETAILS OF WHERE OUR 
BOXES WILL BE DELIVERED 

http://www.starveallturkeys.co.uk/
mailto:royandsue1@btinternet.com
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December 2021 Report 
 

Parish Projects 
Stone with Bishopstone & Hartwell Parish 
Council have been busy over the past few months refurbishing the bus stops, 
benches and noticeboards throughout the parish as well as the refurbishment of 
the Eythrope Road Cemetery Chapel.  Solar lights have been installed around the 
footpath in the War Memorial Recreation Ground with additional solar lights to be 
installed shortly to complete the circuit path.  We are also in the process of obtaining 
two more Speed Indicator Devices with the aim to educate drivers about the speed 
at which they are driving through the villages.   Other projects currently in progress 
are the planting of a wildflower meadow and, in celebration of the Queen’s Jubilee 
next year, the planting of seven trees in the War Memorial Recreation Ground. 
 
If you would like to get involved in these or any other projects for the benefit of the 
parish please get in contact with us. 
 
Councillor Vacancies 
We currently have two vacancies for Parish Councillors. We would encourage any 
parishioners who have a couple of hours available a week to get involved.  No 
previous council experience is necessary. Contact the Parish Clerk on 
clerk@sbhpc.org or telephone 07557 519060. 
 
Foodbank Donations 
The Bernwode Bus foodbank collections have been a tremendous success and 
have made a massive difference to Aylesbury Vineyard Storehouse and its’ ability 
to serve the community and provide supplies where urgently needed.  Please 
donate whenever you can.  
 
Please add your donations to the yellow crates at our drop-off points at either the 
Methodist Church, Eythrope Road or Stone Service Station, Oxford Road. Bernie 
the Bus collects on Saturdays fortnightly. 

 
Angela Coulthard 
Assistant Clerk 
Tel 07557 519060 
Email: assistantclerk@sbhpc.org 

STONE WITH BISHOPSTONE AND 

HARTWELL PARISH COUNCIL 
Your Council, Your Services, Your Parish  
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BREAKFAST ROLLS, ‘REAL’ COFFEE,  
HOME BAKED CAKES AND MUCH MORE 

 
(NO CHARGE FOR REFRESHMENTS, BUT DONATIONS ARE 

WELCOME) 
 

SATURDAY 4th DECEMBER 
JUBILEE PAVILION 

STONE RECREATION GROUND 
10.00am – 12.00pm 

 
RUN BY ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH, STONE 

THE LOCAL CHURCH IN THE COMMUNITY, SERVING 
THE COMMUNITY 
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Pickup & Scott - A Specialist Local Firm 

Immigration 

We can help with nationality applications, immigration advice and asylum 
cases. 

Mental Health Law 

We have many years of experience in advising in all matters relating to 
Mental Health Law.  

Crime and Prison law 

We can assist with motoring offences, police investigations and court 
proceedings. We also advise on parole hearings.  

Wills, Probate and Power of Attorney 

Wills, Trust and Probate provide a means of preparing for what lies ahead.  

6 Bourbon St, Aylesbury HP20 2RR Telephone: 01296 397794 

Appointments: reception@pickupandscott.co.uk  

http://www.pickupandscott.co.uk/contact/


__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parish News                                          28                               December 2021 

 



__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parish News                                          29                               December 2021 

 
 
 

 

 
Christmas at Waterperry 
 
Get into the festive spirit at Waterperry Gardens with great gift ideas for all the family, from 
handmade ceramics and jewellery to Christmas decorations and linens, there is something 
for everyone. If you’re looking for something different our Waterperry Vouchers and Season 
Tickets make an ideal present.  
 
Enjoy some pre-Christmas fun with the Reindeer Hunt in the gardens from the  
20th Nov through to the 23rd Dec, family fun and Christmas excitement!  
The spectacular British grown Christmas trees will be on sale from the beginning of 
December (or bring your wellies and choose your own Waterperry Grown Christmas Tree!), 
along with fantastic Waterperry hand-finished Christmas wreaths.  
 
Don’t miss out on the chance to visit our Christmas Market on 4 & 5 Dec,  
gorgeous handmade crafts and delicious food!  
Pre-Order your hand-made Christmas Goodies! - Let the Teashop at Waterperry take the 
strain out of cooking and pre-order festive treats like Christmas Cake, Mince Pies and more, 
email teashop@waterperrygardens.co.uk or visit our website.  
 
Enjoy your Xmas shopping this year, visit a truly unique & festive Waterperry Gardens!  

 
www.waterperrygardens.co.uk 

Celebrating 42 years of success 
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“Merry Christmas to all our 

customers!” 
www.mottsholidays.com            

01296 336666  

www.crusader-

holidays.co.uk                                               

01296 336666 

01255 425453 
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VILLAGE ENVIRONMENTAL 

SERVICES 

Proprietor: Dennis Cook 

 

BLOCKED DRAINS CLEARED 

REASONABLE RATES 

NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR EVENING, WEEKEND OR 

BANK HOLIDAY CALL-OUTS 

24 HOUR POLlTE, COURTEOUS SERVICE_ 

C.C.T.V. DRAIN SURVEYS 

 

9am-6pm 

Tel: 07850 635 844 

 

All other times 

01296 624221 

Full Public Liability Insurance 

 
DOMESTIC DRAIN SERVICE 
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ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A 
VENUE 

FOR YOUR GROUP/MEETING/ 
CHILDREN’S PARTY 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LOOK NO FURTHER! 
 

The Chapel Hall is available 
for hire at very reasonable 

rates 
Electric cooker/kettles/cutlery/ 

crockery all on site. 
Please contact Sue Spinks on 

01296 748369 
royandsue1@btinternet.com 
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WINDMILL SERVICES 

 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

AND 

General Building Work 
 

Telephone 01844 279519 
 

FREEPHONE 0800 7837194 
 

Email: windmill2@btinternet.com 
Website: www.windmill-services.co.uk 

 
 

 

 

 
News-Direct 

 
Newspapers & magazines 

delivered to your door 
every morning. 

 
All newspaper accounts 

can be settled by 
debit/credit card by calling 

01844 291341 
 
 

http://www.windmill-services.co.uk/
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STONE VILLAGE HALL 
50 Oxford Road, Stone  
HP17 8PB 
 

This large, well-equipped hall 
with stage, kitchen and 
committee room in the centre of 
Stone is available for single or 
regular lettings 
 

Suitable for meetings, events,  
parties and receptions 
Disabled access 
 

For information and bookings telephone 
01296 748279 
 

    
 

 
 
 

PC and Laptop Repairs 

Telephone 01296 823009 
We are a local company with 30 years’ experience. 

We can service/repair your PC or Laptop without affecting your 
 Manufacturer’s Warranty.. 

 

Computer Running Slow? 

Computer will not start? 

Have you been scammed? 

Have you been called about a 
computer problem? 

Replacement or Upgrade advice? 

21 Years in 
Bishopstone! 

Our Annual 
Service helps to 

keep your 
Laptop healthy 

and you get free 
monitored 

Internet Security 
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T&B Private Hire 
01844 261116 

07831 882694 
trevorjbailey@googlemail.com 

 

Air-conditioned cars and MPVs 

available for all occasions.   

For details of rates and availability, 

please get in touch. 

 

  
 
 

 

Ric Lee 
“Handyman” 

 
General House Maintenance 

Painting and Decorating 
Flat Pack Furniture Assembly 

Bespoke shelving, cupboards and 
storage units built and fitted to 

your specification 
 

Tel: 01296 749044 
Mob: 07831 658909 

 
 
 
   

 

JUBILEE PAVILION 
W W W . J U B I L E E P A V I L I O N . C O . U K  

 

 
• Great venue for village activities, fund raising events,  

parties and groups. 

• Includes a well-equipped kitchen with cooker and fridge.  

• Changing rooms with hot showers for recreational hire.  

• Car park with easy access. 
For availability and booking enquiries contact Angela 

Email: clerk@sbhpc.org or visit 
https://www.sbhpc.org/Jubilee-Pavilion/Jubilee-Pavilion-Home 

 

http://www.jubileepavilion.co.uk/
mailto:clerk@sbhpc.org


 

 

 
 

Hartwell House & Spa 
Hartwell Gift Vouchers make an ideal present! 

 

Why not share your affection for Hartwell House with your family and 

friends by giving them a gift voucher they can look forward to using, 

when we can all move around more freely again? 

 

Our Gift Vouchers can be redeemed against a variety of quality 

experiences and are valid for two years from the date of purchase. These 

include lunch or dinner in our award-winning restaurant, afternoon tea 

perhaps with a glass of champagne, relaxing spa treatments, Spa & Gym 

membership, or an overnight stay. When you find it hard to choose, a 

monetary gift voucher allows the recipient to choose and may be used 

at any of the three hotels. 
 

These are gifts of value that will always be appreciated and are easy to 

buy at Reception at the Hotel or online from your mobile, tablet or 

computer, the voucher can also be sent by post or by email - your gift 

will get there on time - or it can be sent to you to give in person. 
 

Meanwhile we look forward to a better 2022 and to welcome you back 

to the beautiful Hartwell House. 
 

Please visit www.hartwell-house.com for more information. 
 

Lower Hartwell, Stone, Buckinghamshire HP17 8NR 

http://hartwell-house.com/

