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ñBe strong and take heart, all you who hope in the Lord.ò  
Psalm 31:24 
 
In this monthôs edition, 
Quiz answers 
Fighting fit for February 
Pavilion News 
And much more 
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Parish news 
Stone Dinton & Hartwell 

 

 

 

  

 

Editorial  
They say never volunteer for anything but maybe just once?  
Why not? Donôt forget we want village organisations to use Aprilôs 
magazine to recruit leaders, doers, watchers and joiners. 
Editor 
 

 

Parish News Team 
 

Editor: David Pickup  01296 748170 david@pickupandscott.co.uk 
Editorial: Carole Fryer 01296 748538 carole.e.fryer@btinternet.com 
Advertising: Tom Claridge 01296 748322 tom_claridge@yahoo.com 
IT Producers: Mike Thompson 01296 748561  mwthompson@btinternet.com 
 Carol Lynch 01296 748392  lynchcaz@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
Parish News is a community magazine for the residents of Stone Dinton and Hartwell we 
welcome news, announcements by societies and clubs, and articles on local and other 
issues. We do not charge for charities or personal notices such as weddings, baptisms or 
acknowledgments and welcome advertising by local businesses. 
The views expressed in articles are not necessarily the views of the editorial board or the 
PCC 
 

The deadline for editorial copy is 7
h
 of the previous month and the deadline for 

advertising is 14
th
 

 
 

Local Websites 

Church www.stonedintonhartwell.com Dinton PC www.dinton.org 

Stone  www.stonevillage.org.uk Dinton News www.dinton.info 

Bishopstone www.bishopstone.info   
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When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine 
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PARISH SERVICES AND CALENDAR 

February St John the Baptist 
Stone 

St Peter & St Paul 
Dinton 

Methodist 
Chapel Stone 

 
3 
2nd before Lent 

 
10.00am All Age  
Holy Communion  

 
 

 
6.00pm 

Evensong 
 

 
11am  

Worship 

 
10 
Next before Lent 

 
 

 
 
 

10am  
Mattins 

 
11.00am  
Worship 

 
4.00pm 

óLiving Stonesô 

 
13 
Ash Wednesday 

 

 
7.30pm Holy 
Communion 

  

 
17 
 

 
8.30am BCP  

Holy Communion 
10.00am  

Family Service 
 

  
11.00am  
Worship  

 
  

 
24 
Lent 2 

  
10.00am  

Holy Communion 
Common Worship 

 

 
 

11.00am  
Worship 

 
 

Dates to remember 
February 
6th Village Fete Planning Meeting (page 22) 

10th Living Stones (page 13) 

14th Stone Thursday Club (page 8) 

20th Lent Bible Readings (page 21) 

23rd Parish Party (Page 24) 
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Februaryôs a fabulous month at 

Waterperry Gardens.  
 Lift your spirits with a walk through the 

old orchard and riverside walk.   
Theyôre carpeted with snowdrops and are 

a welcome sight after the long winter 
months.  A brisk walk is also a great 

excuse to warm up with a hearty, home-
baked lunch or enjoy a tempting treat in 

the teashop, Miss Hôs. 
If youôve made a new yearôs resolution to 

learn a new skill, pick up a copy of our 
course leaflet or view it online at 

www.waterperrygardens.co.uk.  Itôs 
packed full to bursting with lovely arts, 

crafts and gardening courses. 
Donôt miss our lovely February events  

Waterperry Gardens, Waterperry, 

Near Wheatley,Oxfordshire OX33 1JZ  
Waterperry Gardens ï something for 

everyone, every day of the year. 
Visit www.waterperrygardens.co.uk or 

call 01844 337264 for more details. 
Email: office@waterperrygardens.co.uk 

Valentines Day 
Thursday 14

th
 February 2013. 

Impress the one you love with a day out at 
Waterperry Gardens. Treat the one you love to 
our set menu in the teashop, Miss Hôs and get 

free entrance into the ornamental gardens. 
Gardens open 10am to 5pm daily. 

Alphabet óI spyô In The Gardens 
Throughout February half term, 9

th
 to 17

th
 

Family fun over the February half term with 
Alphabet óI spyô In The Gardens, at 

Waterperry. £2 a child (whom must be 
accompanied by an adult paying garden 

entrance price.) Spy the whole alphabet and 
win a seasonal Waterperry prize. 

Snowdrop Weekends 
Saturday 16

th
 and Sunday 17

th
 February. 

Saturday 23
rd 

and Sunday 24
th
 February. 

If you think February gardens are boring then 
think again ï and make a beeline for 

Waterperry.  Our riverside walk, old orchard 
and snowdrop valley area will be carpeted with 

more than 30 different varieties of these 
wonderful little heralds of spring and thereôll be 

free guided tours at 11am, 12.30pm and 
2.30pm each day of our special Snowdrop 

Weekends. 
Why not follow us on Facebook too? 

 
 
 

ADVENT SOUP LUNCHES 2012 
 

 
 
 
 

raised an amazing   £550.53 
for the local  ACTION4CHILDREN PROJECT 

 
Very many thanks to everyone : 

soup makers, servers, washer uppers and those who  
stayed to help clear up and of course ï 

YOU GENEROUS CUSTOMERS ! 
 

SEE YOU THIS ADVENT ï book the dates NOW 
7

TH
 AND 14

TH
 DECEMBER  (D.V.) 
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WOMENôS WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
 

FRIDAY 1
st

 MARCH 
 

Womenôs World Day of Prayer is a unique organisation, truly inter-
denominational and truly international, it speaks with the voices of women from all 
corners of the globe   Involvement in WWDP creates a network of Christian 
women on a worldwide scale which also reaches into our local communities.   
Preparation goes on for months in advance.   Finally, on the first Friday in March, 
men women and children gather to celebrate using a programme of worship 
prepared this year by women in France. 
When the women of the French Committee met to work on the material for 2013 
the theme chosen for them became close to their hearts: 

óI was a stranger and you welcomed meô 

France, like other European countries, receives many asylum requests.   In 2011, 
51,900 people applied for asylum in France.   The presence of these people in the 
country both enriches the culture and can cause social difficulties.   Behind each 
request, each statistic, is the story of a life. 
Some of those stories will be shared in the Service. 
We envisage a great annual wave of prayer, rising with the sun over the island of 
Samoa and then sweeping across Asia, Africa, the Middle East, Europe and the 
Americas, until it comes to rest in American Samoa some 36 hours later.   By then 
services will have taken place in over 170 countries.    

Come and be part of this unique experience ï 

FRIDAY 1
st

 March at 2 p.m. 
Methodist Chapel, Eythrope Road 

 
 

NEW ELECTORAL ROLL 
In accordance with the Church representation Rules, 2013 is a year in which an 
entirely new Church Electoral Roll must be prepared in advance of the Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting, in every parish in the Church of England.  This means 
that if you are currently on the Electoral Roll of the Churches in the Parish of 
Stone, Dinton and Hartwell you will be receiving a new óApplication for Enrolment 
Formô, which will need to be completed and returned (dates will be advised), if 
you still wish to remain on the Electoral Roll.  If you are not on the Electoral Roll 
and would like to apply, a form can be obtained by telephoning the Electoral Roll 
Officer, Delya James on 01296 747671. 
A notice of explanation from the Diocese of Oxford about the New Church 
Electoral Roll has been posted on the Church doors. 
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FIGHTING FIT FOR FEBRUARY 
 
How are the New Yearôs resolutions going? Did you make any? 
Have you kept them? Did you join a gym, take up exercise or decide 
to watch more sport on television? The motto for the parish this year 
encourages us to be fit,  
 
ñBe strong and take heart, all you who hope in the Lord.ò                   
Psalm 31:24 
 
David was writing from experience about how good God is.  
 
How abundant are the good things 
    that you have stored up for those who fear you, 
 
He remembered that sometimes God feels far way 
 
In my alarm I said, 
    óI am cut off from your sight!ô 
Yet you heard my cry for mercy 
    when I called to you for help. 
 
Love the LORD, all his faithful people! 
    The LORD preserves those who are true to him, 
    but the proud he pays back in full. 
Be strong and take heart, 
    all you who hope in the LORD. 
 
 

 
STONE THURSDAY CLUB 

Our next meeting is on 14th February with an óAfternoon of Merrimentô led 
by Rev David Jenkins.  All over 60ôs are welcome.   
We meet from 2.00 ï 3.30pm at the Methodist Chapel, Eythrope Road.   
Tea and cakes will be served during the afternoon. 
If you need transport, please contact Angela Rich on 748068. 
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FEBRUARY GARDENING 
 
It now all depends on the weather.   Let us hope for at least some decent 
gardening conditions after all the recent rains. There is a strong likelihood of moss 
in lawns which can be treated with various preparations. Do use as directed and 
do rake out all the dead moss, and if there are any bare patches reseed.  Of 
course it is not only the wet conditions which cause moss to flourish.  Lawns do 
need constant attention; feeding, weeding, raking, scarifying and regular mowing. 
Hardy herbaceous plants which have not had last yearôs dead tops cleared, do 
need to be tidied up as quickly as possible. Overgrown hedges can be cut back 
towards the end of February so they can produce new growth during the spring.   
If cut back earlier, the shoots may be killed by frosts or cold winds.  If cut later the 
dormant buds on the older wood may fail to make new growth.  Cut the top 
growth 1ft lower than the height ultimately required.  
 
As the month progresses and if we get the right conditions a start could be made 
sowing a few kinds of early vegetables. As I have mentioned before, broad beans 
can be sown to stand the winter, but they do very well from a February sowing.   
The beans I sowed on the 15

th
 November were just coming through the soil on 

28
th
 December.      

 
PS 

 

 
PARISH NEWS SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Many thanks to everyone who has supported the Parish News 
monthly magazine during the last year.  In particular, we thank the 
contributors, sorters, advertisers, deliverers and all of you as 
readers.  We could not do without you. 
 

The annual subscription covers 12 editions and costs £6.00.   
It would be really helpful to us all if you could pay next yearôs money 
when you receive your January magazine, or as soon as possible 
afterwards, and do not wait to be reminded. 
 

Please make cheques for £6.00, payable to: 
Stone, Dinton and Hartwell P.C.C. and hand to your deliverer.   
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News-Direct 
Newspapers & magazines 

delivered to your door every 

morning 

All newspapers accounts can be 

settled by switch/cards using our 

 

Freephone No. 
 

0800 917 3076 
Monday ï Friday 6 am ï 7 pm 

 

Saturdays & Sundays 6 amï2 pm 
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PARISH REGISTERS 
 
Baptisms: 
Congratulations to Elisa and Ben Woodford whose son Jackson was born on 11

th
 

December.  His Baptism took place on  
6

th
 January 2013 whilst Elisaôs parents, from Australia, were visiting the family. 

 
Weddings: 
Congratulations to Andrew Lundie and Samantha Litten to be married at St Peter 
& St Paul, Dinton, 2

nd
 February 2013, and to: 

Simon Garey and Hayley Purves also to be married at St Peter & St Paul, Dinton 
on 22

nd
 February 2013. 

 
Funerals: 
 
St John the Baptist Church, Stone & Stone Cemetery: 
13

th
 December, 2012  David George Bullard 

 
St Peter & St Paul, Church Dinton & Amersham Crematorium: 
17

th
 December, 2012  Elizabeth Mary Goddard and 

  8
th
 January 2013      Interment of Ashes Dinton Churchyard 

 
Amersham Crematorium: 
27

th
 December, 2012 Kenneth John Hodges 

28
th
 December, 2012  Harry Albert Poste 

 
DAVID BULLARD 
David worked for many years on his farm at Botts Furlong in Stone, where he 
kept pigs, chickens and horses.  He also did a regular paraffin distribution in the 
area.  He used to be a regular commentator at local Point to Point meetings, and 
also Greyhound meetings in Oxford.  He was a keen golfer, and after his 
retirement became secretary to the White-Leaf Golf Club.  In recent years, he and 
his wife Denise have been living in Longwick. 
 
MARY GODDARD 
Mary spent her early years in Carmarthen, South Wales, before moving with 
the family farm to Whaddon, and then to her grandparentsô Pasture Farm in 
Dinton.  She learnt to be very athletic having 4 brothers, and would get up and 
milk the cows before school each day.  After marrying Ted in 1948, they 
moved into Grapevine Cottage, and for 30 years she worked as a seamstress 
at St Johnôs hospital, Stone.  Even after retirement, she kept busy with 
voluntary work at Stoke Mandeville hospital and running a Good Neighbours 
Scheme, and after Ted died Mary moved to New Road, Dinton.  She will be 
greatly missed by family and community alike. 
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The Vicarage,  
10 Badgers Rise, Stone HP17 8RR.   

Tel: 01296 748068 
E mail: angela_richuk@yahoo.co.uk 

 
February 2013 

Dear Friends, 
 
As Justin Welby prepares to take up office next month as the new Archbishop of 
Canterbury, he faces a daunting task, and needs our prayers as he tries to unite a 
Church which appears to be so divided on issues such as the appointment of 
Women Bishops, Gay Marriages, Civil Partnerships for Bishops etc.   
Why does the Church find it so hard to reach agreement?  Maybe it has 
something to do with the fact that Jesus called us as Christians to be óin the world, 
but not of the worldô, and to be óthe salt of the earthô giving a distinctive flavour, 
and óthe light of the worldô pointing the way for others to follow.   
 
If Christians are to be true to their calling, they cannot just ógo with the flowô of 
society in general.  Instead they must prayerfully weigh up the teaching in the 
Bible and be led by their consciences when making a vote.  Even then, the 
differing traditions that we seek to embrace within the Church can lead to 
differences of opinion, and there should be a desire to accommodate these 
without compromising oneôs basic beliefs.  It would be easy to simply ride rough-
shod over the strongly held views of a minority, but surely that is not the right way 
forward.  I remember when the Sunday Trading laws were liberalised and shops 
were open for 6 hours on a Sunday, those (including Christians) who felt unable 
to work Sundays on conscience grounds, were promised exemptions.  
 
How that applies today, I donôt know, but recently a Christian lady who was 
promised exemption from Sunday working when she took up a job in a Care 
Home, has had her appeal against dismissal rejected, when her employers 
insisted that she work on Sundays. 
 
Weôve seen many similar instances in recent years of minority, but deeply held, 
religious views being ignored.  The latest seems to be the Governmentôs 
insistence on proceeding with Gay Marriage legislation.  Yet in their óso calledô 
consultation, they have ignored the hundreds of thousands who signed a petition 
against this. 
 
So, yes, the Church of England may seem rather long-winded and indecisive on 
issues such as Women Bishops, but if in the end, a suitable way forward can be 
found, acceptable to all, it will be worth it.   
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Meanwhile, back on the coal face, the faithful ministry of our Churches throughout 
the land continues unabated.  We seek to enter into, and support, families in 
those special times of life, such as when a new baby is born (Baptism). We 
encourage and strengthen family life (through Marriage), and support the 
bereaved (Funerals).  Through these opportunities and our links with the Schools 
and Local Community, we trust many people will see for themselves the value of 
a strong Christian Faith, and want to embrace it themselves in their daily lives. 
 
Yours in His service, 

 

 
PETER RICH 

 

 
 

 
FUN, FOOD, FELLOWSHIP & WORSHIP 

 

Enjoy crafts and lots more - related to a theme,  
ending in a short act of worship.and a óBRING AND SHAREô TEA. 

Adults & children in shared activities.  COME & JOIN US. 
 

SUNDAY 10TH FEBRUARY, 4.00 ï 5.30pm 
METHODIST HALL, EYTHROPE ROAD 
(sponsored by Stone & Dinton Churches) 

 

As this is 2 days before Shrove Tuesday, we shall be making 
Pancakes, and also begin a Lent Challenge. 



Parish News                                       14                                      February 2013 

ANNUAL GRAND AND CHALLENGING QUIZ 2012 
 

Congratulations to everyone who entered and particularly Chris Beattie from 
Churchway who won this year. 
 

1. H.M. The Queen is the head of the Commonwealth. 
 

2. Matins is a church service, a matinee is an afternoon performance and a 
matinee coat is a type of baby wear. 

 

3. People usually listen to the national anthem, most hymns, and the 
Hallelujah Chorus standing up. 

 

4. Jesus probably spoke Aramaic, Greek and possibly some Latin.  
 

5. Switzerland is the European country which has the highest per person 
gun ownership. 

 

6. God created the world in six days not a week. 
 

7. AAA is a type of battery, a grade of a countryôs economic status, and the 
Amateur Athletics Association 

 

8. It might be useful for an inexperienced football referee to have a certain 
50 pence coin on them because one design has an explanation of the 
offside rule. 
 

9. Simple Simon met the pie-man going to the fair. 
 

10. Sherlock Holmes and Mrs Hudson lived at 221b Baker Street and Watson 
sometimes.  

 

11. A cannon is a type of artillery; there is canon church law and a railway 
station called Canon Street. 

 

12. The pot called the kettle black. 
 

13. The cow jumped over the moon. The little dog laughed. 
 

14. The word jubilee comes from Hebrew. 
 

15. The word thug comes from India. 
 

16. The following towns all wanted to be cities last year. Bolton, Bournemouth 
Chelmsford, Colchester, Coleraine, Corby, Craigavon, Croydon 
Doncaster, Dorchester, Dudley, Gateshead, Goole, Luton, Medway, 
Middlesbrough, Milton Keynes, Perth, Reading, Southend, St Asaph, St 
Austell, Stockport, Tower Hamlets, and Wrexham 

17. Fred Goodwin Anthony Blunt and Robert Mugabe all had knighthoods 

taken away. 
18. Maltaôs  coinage included the taro and had images of St. John the Baptist.  

 

19. A plastic Briton is a sportsman or woman who is not British but still 
represents this country. 
 

20. Michael Gove allegedly suggested the public should buy another royal 
yacht for H.M. The Queen to celebrate the Jubilee 
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21. Parliament actually bought her a window.  
 

22. Cornish Pasties become a political hot potato because hot food was 
going to have vat on it.  
 

23. India successfully launched a missile last year and North Korea did not. 
 

24. The last reigning English monarch before George V to leave Europe was 
Richard the Lionheart.  
 

25.  The residents of a block of flats in London were surprised to receive 
leaflets saying a missile defence system was going to be installed on an 
old water tower in the run up to the Olympics. 
 

26. Jack Sprat could no eat no lean.  
 

27. Manx Cat has four legs and no tail.  
 

28. If you cross a Nootka Cypress and a Monterey Cypress you get a 
Leylandii. 
 

29. Some bones were discovered on an archaeological dig at a monastery on 
an island in the Black Sea this year. They were confirmed to date from 
the First Century. According to local legend they were St. John Baptistôs. 
He is the patron saint of Stone church.  
 

30. A Parliamentary stone is the amount of weight MPs put on in 
Westminster. 
 

31. Dave Lee Travis was the disc jockey who Aung San Suu Kyi met when 
she visited this country. 
 

32. A games lane was a lane on highways reserved for competitors and 
officials.  
 

33. Weymouth was the only Olympic venue where no seating was provided. 
 

34. Curiosity was the name of the craft that landed on Mars this year and 
what did it do to the cat was killed it.  
 

35. Neil Armstrong was described as Americaôs gentle Galahad who died last 
year. 
 

36. The composer Mussorgsky did not brag about his first name as he was 
Modest. 
 

37. Waverley Station in Scotland is named after a novel by Sir Walter Scott. 
 

38. You could go from St. Pancras or Bedford to Nottingham by train. 
 

39.  Iran is the countryôs currency has the lowest value.  
 

40. The Dickin Medal is awarded to brave animals in action. One was 
awarded to an explosives detector dog last year.  
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STONEôS NEW SPORTS PAVILION 
A MESSAGE IN A BOTTLE (WELL A TUBE ACTUALLY) 

 
Thursday 6

th
 December is hopefully a day that will be celebrated in 100 yearsô 

time.  It was the day when Stone Schoolôs Class 4 joined members of the Parish 
Council to bury a time capsule under the new sports pavilion at the War Memorial 
Recreation Ground. 
 

        
 
The Parish Council decided that a time capsule should be buried under the new 
building for future generations to find.  In conjunction with Stone Church of 
England School they worked with head teacher Claire Mirams and class 4 to 
decide what should go into the capsule.  The children all wrote pieces that 
described their life, their school and what they wanted to tell the children of 2112 
about our world and wrote articles and held discussions about what items they 
thought best symbolised their life now.  These were then loaded into the time 
capsule together with a newspaper celebrating Team GBôs success at the 
Olympic Games, a mobile phone and memory card loaded  with photos of the 
local area, a mug celebrating the Queens Diamond Jubilee, details of AVDCôs 
recycling policy, a DVD of Harry Potter and copies of the Bucks Herald.  The 
Stone History Group contributed a document detailing the history of Stone, 
Bishopstone and Hartwell together with copies of the Parish Magazine and other 
articles and pictures of interest.  Finally the children of class 4 recorded a video 
welcome message for what could be their childrenôs childrenôs children!  Claire 
Mirams said that òThis project was a perfect example of the school and the 
community working togetherò 
 
For 10 years Stone, Bishopstone and Hartwell Parish Council have been working 
towards replacing the old sports pavilion at the War Memorial Recreation Ground 
in Stone and now, with generous funding from WREN and many other 
benefactors including an anonymous gift of £10.000, that has been made 
possible. The grants have been added to funds raised by the Parish Council to 
provide a new state of the art pavilion with energy efficient heating and hot water.  
It is hoped that football in particular will return to the recreation g round with the 
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new pavilion providing excellent facilities for sports teams as well as social and 
community events. 
   
The old pavilion, originally built in 1923, had for a number of years been in a state 
of steady decline as repair costs escalated until the building was no longer viable, 
forcing the village football team to look for a new base and the Parish Council to 
demolish the old building.  The old building was taken down in the summer, in 
time for its immolation on the village Jubilee Beacon. 
. 
The Parish Council has for a number of years now hosted childrenôs Play Around 
The Park, Turn Up For Free Sports and Mobile Skateboarding events and the 
facilities provided by the new pavilion will greatly enhance these activities by 
providing shelter in bad weather and in particular disabled and WC facilities.  In 
time is hoped that further funds can be raised to improve the adjacent play 
facilities.  
 
The builders, Bespoke Design of Haddenham, had to contend with dreadful 
weather conditions in recent months, with torrential rain and snow making the 
work more difficult.  Battling against the elements the base for the new building 
was completed in mid-November and the suppliers ï Cleveland Sitesafe Limited ï 
delivered the building on six articulated lorries from their factory in Middlesbrough.  
A small crowd assembled at the recreation ground on the morning of the 20

th
 and 

a certain expectation hung in the air as the first lorry arrived.  The residents of 
Roundhill had fully entered into the spirit of the occasion and helped by removing 
their cars, making access to the site easier for the lorry drivers who expertly 
guided the giant loads into position.  Landscaping works have now been 
completed ready for Mark Woodford of Stonethorpe Landscapes to finish the 
seeding and levelling of the ground around the pavilion in the spring. There will be 
an opening ceremony in late Spring, and the pavilion will then be available for 
bookings ï its facilities make it suitable for meetings, parties and other group 
activities. 
The photographs by Mark Turner maturner@gotadsl.co.uk 
 
 

 
WANTED!! 

 
Contact the Parish Clerk on 01296 626073  email sbhpc@btconnect.com  if you 
are interested in being involved in the new Management Committee for the 
Pavilion. We will also be looking for a caretaker, a key holder and a cleaner.   
 

Do get involved in this exciting new project for the village. 
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THE MYTHS OF DINTON CASTLE 
 

Since the recent sale of Dinton Castle much has been written of this 
óFollyô. I was born in Dinton and lived there very happily but moved to Stone when 
I married 21 years later. During my childhood I and other children from Dinton 
often played in the castle especially during the long summer school holidays and 
the thought that the castle was haunted would have horrified us. This ghost has 
only just been made known to us after all these years. If this had truly been a 
legend we would have been told about it by our ancestors. I have traced mine 
back in Dinton to before the castle was built! It is also suggested on one web site 
that the ghost is of Simon Mayne the executioner of King Charles I, which is of 
course not true. 

The story that there was or is an underground passage from the castle to 
Dinton Hall is news to us all and I am quite sure that we would have known about 
this long ago had it been true. There also seems to be no evidence at all that 
some servants/staff of Dinton Hall resided in the castle. The óFollyô was only built 
to house a fossil collection and being a folly I was always told that the building 
work was never completely finished as a roof was never put on. If there are any 
signs of fires having being lit, these were probably done by the children who 
played there! 

In the Bucks Free Press dated the 21
st
 April 1882 there is an article 

regarding John Bigg the Dinton Hermit and Simon Mayne, magistrate, member of 
parliament for Aylesbury and friend of Oliver Cromwell. Some of it is purely 
legendary and it may not be true but legends always make a good story! This 
article is well worth reading and can be seen at the Centre for Bucks. Studies in 
Walton Street, Aylesbury. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
G.S.Weedon. 
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DINTON FLUSH FUND ï PROGRESS REPORT FOR 2012 
 

2012 was a year of progress tempered by a degree of frustration. The Committee always 

envisaged that the project would take quite a long time to complete; 2012 has confirmed 

that. 

 

Our hope was that, by December 2012, moving the monument would be complete, or at 

least dates for the work would have been agreed. Because Dinton church is Grade 1 listed 

(in other words it is an historic building of primary importance), we are required to 

consult English Heritage regarding any proposed changes. For the moving of the 

monument and the associated changes to the vestry, we had constructive discussions with 

English Heritage in early 2012 and we subsequently asked our architect to draw up plans 

for new wooden screening for the smaller vestry. This took some time. When the plans 

were received, we submitted a ñfacultyò application to the Oxford Diocese in August 

2012. (A ñfacultyò is the churchôs equivalent of planning permission). It was frustrating to 

have to wait 11 weeks for a reply which, when eventually received, asked us to liaise 

further with English Heritage and the Church Buildings Council. This we did, and both 

bodies confirmed that they were happy with the plans. On 3 January we were pleased to 

receive confirmation that the faculty application had been approved. 

  

Fundraising continued in 2012, but at a somewhat slower rate than in 2011. Successful 

events included a Spring Sale, Open Gardens and an Auction. We were grateful to receive 

donations from the Jubilee Tea Party and Dinton Fete. The 2012 scarecrow festival was 

not well supported, so is unlikely to be repeated. Very special thanks go to Viv Robinson 

and Jenny Walker for allowing donations to be made to the Flush Fund in memory of 

Chris Robinson and Tim Walker.  

 

The result of the above is a total of £95,000 raised since the project was launched in 2010. 

Just over £20,000 has been spent on the tower roof repairs. We are therefore in the happy 

position of having funds in hand to pay for the moving and restoration of the monument 

and we can now liaise with our chosen contractor to arrange a suitable date for the work to 

proceed.  

 

Grateful thanks go to all who have helped the project in any way during 2012. There will 

be further fundraising events in 2013 - please look out for the notices. A date for your 

diaries is Saturday 18 May when the Chiltern Concert Band will be returning to Dinton 

Church at 7.30 p.m. to play a selection of popular classics. Their previous performance 

was superb, so this is an event not to be missed - please note the date in your diary.  

 

Please contact me if you need any further information regarding the above. 

 

Andrew Wild.             
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WEST BUCKS VILLAGES WEA 
 

LANGUAGE THROUGH LITERATURE with Ann Severn 
Course at Stone Methodist Chapel, starting on  

Thursday January 31st  
Following our classes on the development of the English Language we have 
chosen to study American authors for the quality of their work and their skill with 
the style and vocabulary of American English. We will read Harriet Beecher 
Stoweôs Uncle Tomôs Cabin and work by playwright Arthur Miller and poet  
Robert Frost 

6 meetings from Thursday January 31st 10.00am to 12,00noon 
Fee £47.40. 

 

SERVANTS AND THE ENGLISH COUNTRY HOUSE  
with Adam Smith 

Day School at Haddenham Methodist Church, Friday March 15th 
 

This course will look at the lives and occupations of both indoor and outdoor 
servants, ranging from housekeepers to gamekeepers, in English country houses 
in the C18th and C19th.  This will be an interesting look behind the scenes at 
some of our favourite great houses in their heyday. 
 

Friday March 15
th
, 10.00 am to 4.00pm 

Fee £23 
 

Ring 01296 748538 for information and booking. 
 
 

 

DINTON CAROL SINGING 
 
This year we had a pleasant evening for Carol Singing on Christmas Eve and 
attracted a huge crowd of carollers.  After singing along New Road and down into 
Westlington we then proceeded to the Seven Stars where mulled wine and mince 
pies were served courtesy of Steph.  Going to the Seven Stars was a change to 
the tradition this year but very much appreciated so our thanks to Steph.   
 
Money raised from the collection was £235 and we have also received extra 
donations which will boost the total to be sent to Florence Nightingale Hospice. 
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Lent Bible Reading 
   
 
Could you give up one hour a week during 
Lent to read the Bible? 
We plan to meet, as we have in the past,  
to get together just to read some chapters 
from the Bible followed by a very informal 
discussion. 
We plan to start on  
Wednesday 20

th
 February at 10.30 a.m. at Valmaôs House. (Meadway, Dinton) 

All welcome. 
If anyone wants us to do something similar, but in the evening, then Peter would 
be glad to hear from you with a view to organising something. 
 

Avril 
 
****************************************************************************************** 

 
HAVE YOU CHECKED THE EXPIRY DATE ON YOUR DRIVING LICENSE RECENTLY? 

 
PCSO Wendy Taylor attended her usual Have Your Say meeting at Whitchurch 
Surgery where an incident relating to driving licences was raised.  In talking to 
members of the public she found that several people had not realised the new 
photo licences run out every ten years and need renewing.  
 
Have you checked your licence recently?  Wendy found that some she looked at 
were two years out of date.  This means drivers are not insured and, if stopped by 
the police, vehicles will be impounded at considerable cost to the registered 
owner.  
It is your responsibility to ensure licences are valid. 
 
Please do spread the word so that friends and family are not caught out. 
 
All best wishes for 2013 
 
Lynne Maddocks 
Community Engagement Officer (Voluntary sector & older people) 
Aylesbury Vale District Council 
The Gateway, Gatehouse Road, 
Aylesbury, HP19 8FF. 
01296 585364 
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THE MANDEVILLE SCHOOL FESTIVE LESSONS AND  
CAROL SERVICE AT  

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH, STONE 
 

On Tuesday 18th December and Wednesday 19th December, the St John the 
Baptist Church in Stone was host to The Mandeville School Carol Service 
performed by the school choirs and orchestras. Both evenings were very well 
attended - the first being open to the school, and the second open to members of 
the parish of Stone, Dinton, and Hartwell. On the first evening the readings were 
taken by members of the school itself, and on the second evening readings were 
taken by members of the parish.  
 
The church was stunningly lit for both services and decorated with beautiful 
seasonal flower arrangements. We held candles throughout the evening, and the 
magical effect was that of a traditional carol service of long ago. The highlight was 
the Orchestra's rendition of Holy Night, Silent Night accompanied by snow falling 
onto the musicians. The carols, choice of festive musical pieces, and variety of 
readings combined to make truly wonderful evenings for everyone there.  
 
The service was rounded off by traditional mince pies and mulled wine, and other 
refreshments.   
 

 
VILLAGE FETE PLANNING MEETING 

 

There will be a meeting at Stone Village Hall 7.30 pm on Wednesday 6
th
 February 

to start planning this yearôs fete. 
Everyone is welcome to come with ideas and plans.  
David Pickup   01296 397794  david@pickupandscott.co.uk 
 

Over to you! Now April  
 

If you are involved in any local groups that need more members, volunteers or 
helpers please contact us. Aprilôs magazine usually goes to all households in 
Stone and many in Dinton.  
 

This is a great opportunity to give a half page to as many village organisations as 
possible to advertise for new members or set a new one up.  
 

There will be a central contact point so that enquiries will then be forwarded. So if 
you are involved in childrenôs activities, gardening, environment, like to set up a 
walking group, litter picking please think what you can do.  
Fiona Tayler 
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STONE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 
 

Tuesday February 19th at 7.30pm 
 

Stone Village Hall 
 

AGRICULTURAL BYGONES OF BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
with Sarah Oliver 

 

Sarah will bring along some fascinating (and some quite horrid) old implements 
and tell us about their use on her family farm in years gone by. 

 
The History Group programme for 2013 is now ready and we welcome new 
members. The ten talks throughout the year include The Ridgeway, Churchillôs 
Toyshop at Whitchurch, Life and Death in a Roman Villa, Bucks Coaching Inns, 
the Lord Leycester Hospital in Warwick and the story of the WI.  Our five outings 
include visits to the Museum resource centre at Halton, the Trenchard Museum, 
Kelmscott House and village (after a talk on William Morris) and walks in Hulcott 
and Hampstead.  Do contact Joan Shurvell if you are interested in joining, or just 
come along as a guest. 

Ring Joan on 748530 for further information 
 

RING THOSE BELLS FOR HEALTH AND FITNESS 
 

A recent newspaper cutting gives a boost to the extra benefits from bell ringing: 
 
ñChurches are urging parishioners to take up bell ringing to keep fit. Benefits of 
the hobby include improved agility, coordination, reaction time, balance, muscle 
endurance and flexibility, according to the Churches Conservation Trust.  Lord 
Grossman, the charityôs chairman said ñOver the years many of our members 
have noticed that the average change ringer stays healthy and active well into old 
age.  We decided to take a scientific look at the fitness benefitsé and the results 
were so remarkable that weôve launched a campaign to recruit more peopleò. 
 
Bell ringing practice takes place Thursday nights in Dinton church if you are 
interested contact Andrew Wild 748679. 
 

 
The Parish Church Social Committee invites you to the annual  

Parish Party to be held in Bishopstone Village hall on  
Saturday 23rd February starting at 3pm 

Please bring a plate of food to share. Drinks and  
entertainment will be provided. 
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T & B  
Private Car Hire 

Tel 
01844 261116 

 Mobile 
07831 882694 

 

Air Conditioned Cars/MPVs 
for Airport Transfers 

Special Events, Theatres 
Touring, Sight Seeing, Weddings 

or any other special occasion 
Jaguar Wedding Cars also available 

 

 
When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine 
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WEA West Bucks Villages Branch 

Carry on Learning  

 

ORANGES AND LEMONS 
A talk by Colin Oakes 

 

 

At Bartlettôs, Portway Road, Stone 

 

Thursday February 7th 2013 

At 2.30 pm 

 

Entry £1 per lecture 

 

Ring 748538 for further information or if you need a lift. 
Pedestrians ï ring for the gate security number 

 

 

 

CAROL SINGING IN STONE 
 

Around a dozen people turned up just as the rain stopped 
and we had a very enjoyable couple of hours along the 
Oxford road, and they say the singing was quite good. 
Then we had Chris Ashbridgeôs warming hospitality whilst 
£63.47 was counted, which will go to the Sethule Trust for 
Zimbabwean orphans 
 
Many thanks to all involved. 
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WHAT DO SCHOOL GOVERNORS DO? 

Being a school governor is a challenging and enormously rewarding opportunity.  

School governors work as a team with the Head teacher and Deputy Head 

teacher, providing both support and challenge (being a 'critical friend').  The main 

responsibility of the Governing Body is to provide strategic management for the 

school.  The Governing Body set the School's aims and objectives with a view to 

promoting high standards of education and achievement.  Specific tasks may 

include setting staffing levels, appointing the Head teacher, setting and agreeing 

the school budget, and ensuring that a broad and balanced curriculum is 

delivered, as well as monitoring health and safety and the management of the 

premises.  

You don't have to be an óexpertô, no formal qualification are required, and the 

Bucks County Council offers extensive training to help you in your role as a 

School Governor.   What you will need are common sense, time, enthusiasm and 

a commitment to working as part of a team to make a difference for all the 

children at the School.  As a guide, being a school governor would take up 6-8 

hours a month of your time, which includes attending meetings and reading 

related papers. 

Being a School Governor provides: 

¶ The opportunity to develop new skills and strengthen existing ones, 

whether in finance, site management, human resources, marketing, pupil 

welfare or curriculum development.   

¶ The opportunity to work with people from a variety of social, cultural and 

religious backgrounds. 

¶ The opportunity to gain awareness of the education systems as a whole  

Above all, being a Governor will give you the sense of satisfaction that comes 
with knowing that the children are benefiting from your efforts. 
BEN FOX (Parent Governor) 
Stone C of E Combined School 
NB Stone School are at present looking for at least 2 more Governors ï a 
Community Governor and a Foundation Governor.  The Foundation Governor 
needs to be a Church member who is keen to safeguard the Christian ethos of 
the School. 
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DO YOU HAVE A TRANSPORT NEED  

but donôt know who to ask for help? 

Do you know someone who is  

socially isolated due to a lack of transport? 
Funded jointly by Buckinghamshire County Council and the 

Buckinghamshire NHS Trust, the Community Transport Hub is a one stop 

shop for information, advice and guidance on community transport providers 

in Buckinghamshire. From Dial A Ride to community car schemes, 

minibuses for hire to transport schemes for young people, call the hub to 

find out who can help. If there are no suitable services in your  

immediate area at the moment we can work with the local  

community towards setting one up.  

For further information, 

call: 0800 085 8480 
Telephone Enquiry Opening Times: 10am-2pm Monday to Friday 

or email; transport@communityimpactbucks.org.uk 

www.communityimpactbucks.org.uk 
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Bartlett's 
Residential Home 

A beautiful Victorian country house set in over 

18 acres of tranquil park and gardens 

Individuals and couples, those wishing to make a home here 

and those wanting a shorter stay are all welcome. 

Highly qualified and caring staff to look after your every need. 

 

Excellent facilities for recreational 

activities, therapies and companionship. 

Award winning chef who uses local produce. 

Intimate and welcoming offering 

you a little bit extra. 

Part of the Peverel Court group of care homes. 

Tel Gloria on 01296 747000    Email: Gloria@bartlettscare.co.uk 

www.peverelcourt.co.uk 

Peverel Court, Portway Road, Stone, Bucks, HP17 8RP 
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