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Acorn Tyre Services 
MOTs inc. Class V11, Tyres, Batteries 
Brakes , Shock Absorbers, Exhausts 

Vehicle Servicing and Repairs 
Free Collection and Delivery available within the 

Parish of Stone, Dinton & Bishopstone 

      
01296 612075                              Unit 1 Weston Way Industrial Estate 
                                                                    Lower Road Stoke Mandeville 
Monday to Saturday                                     Aylesbury HP22 5GT   
 

 

T & B 
Private Car Hire 

Tel 

01844 261116 
 Mobile 

07831 882694 

 

Air Conditioned Cars/MPVs 
for Airport Transfers 

Special Events, Theatres 
Touring, Sight Seeing, Weddings 

or any other special occasion 
Jaguar Wedding Cars also available 
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Editorial  
 
This time next year we will be in the thick of Olympics and the Diamond jubilee. Seems a 
long way off but the years fly by. If you are heading off somewhere sunny this Summer 
have a good break.  

We would love to hear from you.                      DP 
 

Stone Dinton & Hartwell Parish News Team 
 

Editor: David Pickup  01296 748170 david@pickupandscott.co.uk 
 
Editorial: Carole Fryer 01296 748538 carole.e.fryer@btinternet.com 
Producer 
Advertising: Tom Claridge 01296 748322 thomasclaridge@btinternet.com 
 
IT Producer: Mike Thompson 01296 748561  mwthompson@btinternet.com 
 
Parish News is a community magazine for the residents of Stone Dinton and Hartwell we welcome 
news, announcements by societies and clubs, and articles on local and other issues. 
We do not charge for charities or personal notices but welcome advertising by local businesses.  
Personal notice can include family announcements such as weddings, baptisms or acknowledgments.  

The views expressed in articles are not necessarily the views of the editorial board or the PCC. 
 
 

Parish Council Contacts: 
Stone, Bishopstone & Hartwell 

Parish Clerk Christine Jensen 01296 626073 clerk@sbhpc.org.uk 
Dinton Ford & Upton 

Parish Clerk  Keith Gray 01296 422800 keithgray@dinton.org 
 
Front cover: Tindalls in concert at Dinton Church 
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When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine 
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Parish Services 
 

 

July 
St John the Baptist 

Stone 
St Peter & St Paul 

Dinton 
Methodist 

Chapel Stone 

 3 
Trinity 2 

10.00am 
All Age Communion 

6pm 
Evensong 

 11 am 
Worship 

 10 
Trinity 3 

 8.30am  
BCP 

Holy Communion  
10.00am 

Family Service 

11 am 
Worship 

17 
Trinity 4 

10.00am 
BCP 

Matins 

 
 
 

11 am 
Worship 

 

24  
Trinity 5 

 

  10.00am 
Holy Communion 

 

11 am 
Worship 

31  
Trinity 6 

10.00 am 
All Age Holy 
Communion 

 

 
 

11 am 
Worship 

Dates to remember:  
Sat 2

nd
 July Proms in Stone Church at 4pm 

Sat 9
th

 July Chiltern Concert Band Dinton Church at 7.30pm 
Tues 19

th
 July Knit & Natter at 2.30pm 

 
Priest in Charge Revd.Peter G.Rich , The Vicarage, 10 Badgers Rise, Stone HP17 8RR  

01296 748068 

Licensed Minister: Avril Clark, 7 Furlong Crescent, Bishopstone, HP17 8SG 

 01296 747755 

Church Wardens: David John, 84 Oxford Road, Stone HP17 8PL  

01296 747932 

 Eryl Morgan, 101 Baker Street Waddesdon,, HP18 0LQ 

 01296 655692 

 Valma Thompson, Meadway, Greenend, Dinton HP17 8UR 

01296 748561 

 Jean Moore, 'Larkrise', 4 Templecroft Terrace, Upton. HP17 8UD. 

01296 748063 

Secretary to the 

P.C.C: 

Sue Birrell, 7 Jakeman Way, Aylesbury. HP21 8FT 

01296 338163 

Hon. Treasurer: Andrew Wild, Stonemead, High Street, Dinton HP 17 8UW 

01296 748679 
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WEA West Bucks Villages Branch 

Carry on Learning  

 

ENSA – NEVER A DULL MOMENT 

 

With Peggy Batchelor 

At Bartlett’s, Portway Road, Stone 

 

Thursday July 7th 

At 2.30 pm 

Entry £1 per lecture 

 

Ring 748538 for further information or if you need a lift. 
Pedestrians – ring for the gate security number 

 
 

  
Our 2011/12 course leaflet featuring 
hundreds of Arts, Crafts and Gardening 
Courses is out now.  They make wonderful 
gifts for family, friends – or why not treat 
yourself? 

 
Don’t miss Great Expectations in the garden 
on Wednesday 6

th
 July at 7pm, or Art in 

Action on Thursday 21
st
 to Sunday 24

th
 July 

from 10am to 5.30pm.  (Please note the 
Gardens and plant centre are only open to Art 
in Action visitors during this weekend event). 

To book online visit 
www.waterperrygardens.co.uk or call  

01844 337264 for more details. 
Why not follow us on Facebook too? 

 

Waterperry Gardens – something for 
everyone, every day of the year. 

 

Waterperry Gardens, Waterperry, 
Near Wheatley, Oxfordshire OX33 1JZ  

 

Email: office@waterperrygardens.co.uk 

 

 

Whatever your reason for visiting, 
whether to wander round the 
beautiful gardens, pick up our own-
grown herbaceous and seasonal 
bedding plants or enjoy a spot of 
retail therapy and gorgeous summer 
food, visit Waterperry Gardens this 
July. 
 

When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine 

http://www.waterperrygardens.co.uk/
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Trouble in Thessalonica  
 

Where are you off to this Summer? Somewhere sunny? Last year we looked at St. Paul 
travelling round the Mediterranean on his trips. This year we are going back in time to his 
visit to a city in Northern Greece called Thessalonica. It was and still is a large port and on 
one of the important trade routes east to west.  
St. Paul’s visit is described in the book of Acts in the New Testament. You can find this 
book just after the gospels. In Acts chapter 17 1 to 9 it tells of how he spent about three 
weeks there talking about Jesus. Some people were won over but other caused trouble. 
He had to hot foot it down the east coast and eventually arrived in Athens.   
Later on he wondered how things were going at Thessalonica and wrote a couple of letters 
to the church there. Like us on holiday he wanted to know that everything was ok at home. 
You can find the letters near the end of the bible. They are only a few pages.  

Read:  

1 Thessalonians 1 

Paul, Silas and Timothy,  

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:  

Grace and peace to you.  

Thanksgiving for the Thessalonians’ Faith 

 We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember 

before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labour prompted by love, and your 

endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

For we know, brothers and sisters loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel came to 

you not simply with words but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and deep conviction. You 

know how we lived among you for your sake. You became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you 

welcomed the message in the midst of severe suffering with the joy given by the Holy Spirit.  And so 

you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. The Lord’s message rang out from 

you not only in Macedonia and Achaia—your faith in God has become known everywhere. 

Therefore we do not need to say anything about it, for they themselves report what kind of reception 

you gave us. They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to 

wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the 

coming wrath.  

 
Think: 
 
What does this passage say about Jesus? 
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Is the Gospel only words?  
 
Pray:  
 
Thank God for people we can imitate.  
 
Ask that God’s message will ring out.  

FOURTH TUESDAY FELLOWSHIP 

NON DENOMINATIONAL 
meeting in the Methodist Chapel, Eythrope Road 

 

 
Music in worship? 

Choosing a Capital City for Australia? 
Gardens? 

Waltzing Matilda? 
With talks about all these already from 

this month’s Speaker 

Chris Beattie 

who knows what we will be hearing this month! 
Come along at 2.30 p.m. on 26

th
 July 

and all will be revealed. 
Then we’ll all enjoy chat over tea and the Bring & Buy 

 
SETHULE TRUST 

In 2008 we gave the money collected by carol singing to a small charity which supports 
orphans in Zimbabwe. Then we found 20 local people who would give £1 per month to 
assist a girl named Hope. We recently received a letter from her thanking her supporters 
for paying her school fees and for food supplements for her siblings. 
 
I am hoping everyone will undertake a further 12 months but costs are rising over there 
and I would like to find 6 new contributors. Any offers?  
 
I have the Sethule Trust’s annual report for anyone who would like to read it and my 
contact, Thabbeth Cotton, wrote to me, “I was in Zimbabwe in March and had a very 
positive encouragement of things in our project. Of course there are still difficulties but we 
have a good team in place and increasing interest. We are planning for our big activity over 
July/August during school holidays”. (Besides caring for orphans there are community 
workshops aimed at strengthening rural development). 
 
Our national newspapers are quick to pick up stories of gloom and dishonesty in Africa. It 
is salutary to remember that there are also many honest, hard-working people building 
decent lives and raising their communities. 
 
£1 per month?? Contact George Lamb (01296 748988, 62 Oxford Road, Stone) 
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DESTINY DRIVING 

SCHOOL 
Based in Stone 

 
Competitive priced one hour lessons 

for the complete beginner or for 

experienced driver looking to 

improve their driving skills 
DSA Approved Instructor 

Patient & Friendly 

Flexible Lesson Duration 

Theory Test Help and Advice 

Air Conditioned Vehicle 

Discounts on longer lessons & block 

bookings 

Nervous learners are welcome 

Contact Fiona on 

07883 011509 

 

 

 

News-Direct 
 

Newspapers & magazines 

delivered to your door every 

morning 

 

All newspapers accounts can be 

settled by switch/cards using our 
 

Freephone No. 
 

0800 917 3076 
Monday – Friday 6 am – 7 pm 

 

Saturdays & Sundays 6 am–2 pm 

 

 

 
When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine 
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News from Stone School  
We have recently been very busy making our grounds into the most exciting 
learning environment that we can provide. A huge effort was made to begin work 
on our Sensory Garden. Volunteers happily weeded, drilled and constructed 
raised beds for a garden area.  We will be adding an amphitheatre to this space, 
and, in time, a quiet seating area for children.  
As well as this, we have almost completed the construction of our outdoor 
classroom. Designed predominantly for early years pupils, this space will allow 
them to learn and develop creatively outdoors.  The children are delighted with 
both developments. If you have any gardening skills you wish to share or can 
spare some time to help out with reading, please let us know. We are delighted to 
welcome the community and the children love to see you!  

 

 
 

News from Cuddington and Dinton C of E School 
 
Our first 2 days back after Easter were very exciting: as we had building work on 
the Junior site all 138 children were on the Infant site doing wonderful Science 
activities based on communication. The Foundation children also had a royal 
wedding tea party with 2 pupils being Kate and William for the afternoon! The 
year 5 pupils took part in an Olympic celebration at Stoke Mandeville Stadium. 
 
We now have 4 classrooms on the Junior site at Dinton, ready to accomodate 
years 3 to 6 in September. 
 
The year 2 pupils had a highly sucessful rugby tournament at Aylesbury Rugby 
Club where they not only came first but also exhibited exemplary sportman like 
behaviour throughout; we are vey proud of them! 
 
Thank you to those reidents who have contributed to the Race4Space school 
playing field appeal. The field looks fantastic and the children have already had 
PE lessons and a whole school Teddy Bears picnic on it. 
Mrs Kim Price - Headteacher 
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When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine
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THANK YOU FROM CHLOE 
  
I would like to say a huge thank you to all my friends who read "Parish News" for 
the amazing kindness, care and consideration shown to me in recent weeks since 
I was told I had Breast Cancer.  All the love and support I have received has been 
quite overwhelming and I cannot imagine how I will ever be able to repay 
everyone.  It has been a great comfort to my family, some of whom live as far 
away as Dubai and Australia, to know that I have been so well cared for.  
  
Those who have visited me will know that the house has looked like Kew 
Gardens, the number of cards I have received has made it feel like Christmas, 
and that my 'fridge has been full of food, not made by me, but brought by other 
people.  I have been well and truly spoilt.  When I was not allowed to drive, I was 
taken everywhere I needed to go and sometimes those who drove me to medical 
appointments had to wait a very long time.  It would be wrong to name individuals 
because I would inevitably leave someone out, but I am especially grateful to 
those good friends who took me to and fetched me from Wycombe Hospital 
when I had a mastectomy and those who took me to see my surgeon after both 
my operations.  
  
I don't think my surgeon, oncologist, the practice nurses at Whitehill Surgery, or 
the Breast Nurses at Wycombe and Stoke Mandeville Hospitals, read "Parish 
News" but I would like to thank them all - Mr. Andrew McLaren, Dr. Chris Alcock 
and Nurses Jenny and Liz, in particular, - for treating me and looking after me so 
well and with such good humour.  They have all done a brilliant job and I cannot 
speak too highly of them.   
  
At the time of writing this acknowledgement, I have been told I do not have to 
have radiotherapy or chemotherapy.  I just have to take a pill every day for five 
years, as well as attend all follow-up appointments and check-ups, of course.  
That news was an enormous relief and cause for yet another celebration !  I keep 
telling everyone that I am being "a model patient" and I will try to continue to be 
just that !   
  
Those who also read my village columns in the Bucks Herald will already know 
that I would not have known I had Breast Cancer had I not attended for regular 
routine mammograms.  I would urge all women in the appropriate age group to go 
for screening when asked to do so, and all men to examine themselves regularly, 
as men can get breast cancer too.  If you are in any doubt, you should consult 
your Doctor. 
  
And finally, I want to thank my family, Helen and Nick, Mike and Helen, Paula and 
Tim, Susan and Clive and their families, for everything they have done for me 
lately, and my grandchildren, Molly, Stan and Ollie for making me laugh and for 
giving me so much pleasure which is helping me get better so quickly.
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Hartwell during WWII 
 
In the early 1940s Hartwell House and Park was requisitioned by the army and 
officers were billeted in the house. Valuable paintings and furnishings were 
removed for safe keeping. I seem to recall that the main staircase may also have 
been removed temporarily. 
 
Other ranks of soldiers lived in Nissen huts which were situated in the wooded 
area inside the wall and beside the park lake. 
 
There was much military activity, heavy army lorries, armoured cars and later 
some tanks, occasionally one would get stuck on the bridge opposite my house, 
leading to Hartwell House. There were sentries posted at both entrances. 
 
Church parades were held every Sunday to St John the Baptist Church, Stone, 
often accompanied by military bands and by a pipe band when the 51

st
 Highland 

Division was stationed there on their return from north Africa in November 1943. It 
was all very moving to see and hear. The church was always full to overflowing, 
the service often conducted by a Padre along with our local Vicar, Mr Wiggett. 
 
Entertainment for the troops in the village was very limited, either the four public 
houses, which often ran out of beer and closed at 9.0pm or the WVS canteen in 
the Village Hall, which was open most evenings from 7.0pm to 10.0pm, serving 
much appreciated tea, coffee, sandwiches, chocolate and sometimes Madeira 
cake (known to us as Sawdust Cake!) 
 
There were occasional dances in the Village Hall, which were well attended, and 
many local families welcomed the soldiers into their houses, which they enjoyed. 
The alternative entertainment was in Aylesbury - dances, pubs and a few cafes. 
 
The last bus from Aylesbury to Stone was at 9.10pm and was always full up. The 
fare was threepence. We often had to walk to and from Aylesbury. Remember 
there was total blackout, and if you were lucky enough to own a torch, you used it 
very sparingly. We thought nothing of walking to and from Aylesbury twice a day. 
          
 
 
The Outposts 
 
Situated on the lower Road from the Bugle to Haddenham, beyond the entrance 
to Chilborough Farm and on the opposite side of the road, there was a 
Searchlight Battery, which regularly lit up the night sky with its beam. 
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There was also a small number of soldiers billeted at Eythrope, but we villagers 
knew very little about it, although there was a lot of conjecture about it and much 
speculation as to its purpose. 
 
VE Day 8

th
 May 1945 

 
A public holiday, although no-one seemed to know what was happening, some 
people went to work as usual. 
 
My cousin Ruby Small and I spent the whole day in Hartwell Park, sewing 
emblems and insignia on the new uniforms of troops who had been flown back to 
local airfields from POW camps in Germany the day before, and transported to 
Hartwell, where they were deloused, cleaned up, looked after and issued with 
new uniforms, which all needed their emblems sewn on, before going home on 
leave. Some of then had been POWs for five years. It was an enjoyable day, we 
felt we were helping in a small way and those men were so grateful and happy 
and pleased to be speaking to English girls after so long captivity. 
 
It was a day I shall always remember, warm, sunny, and we were at “Peace”. I 
also remember being plied with tea and cakes, which was a luxury. 
 
The Victory celebrations went on for several days, lots of parties and bonfires and 
entertainment, which we all enjoyed. 
 
Eventually when all the soldiers were demobbed and Hartwell house was vacated 
and the Nissen huts dismantled, gradually the woodland was restored and after a 
few years there was no sign of its wartime activities or of the thousands of 
soldiers who had passed through its gates, from all over the world.  If you walk 
through the woods now, you would never imagine all the activities there were in 
those six years. 
 
From Memoirs of the 1930s and ‘40s by Jean McClane, 3 Oxford Road, Stone 
 
THE LAST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH (BIBLE STUDY) GROUP 
We are about to start a new series of Bible studies/discussions based on the Gospel of Luke. 

29
th

 June            Jesus : His beginnings 
27

th
 July             Jesus : The Healer 

28
th

 Sept            Jesus : The Teacher                                 
26

th
 Oct              Jesus : The Redeemer 

30
th

 Nov             Jesus : The Life Giver 
All meetings run 7.30 – 9.00pm, and the first 
is at the home of Ian and Cathy West, 7 
Church Way, Stone. New members are most 
welcome. 
Enquiries to Ian and Cathy 748850 or Jenny Pickup 748170 
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Aunt Em and the Summer treat 
 
I am sorry not to have been in touch recently but I have been subject to one of those super 
injunctions. Supper injunction Max calls it.  So like him! 
 
Anyway one of my readers has put pen to paper or finger to keyboard to send me a recipe 
for Warm Potato Salad. I have always liked ordinary potato salad and it is a real treat for 
the family to prepare it homemade. I use cold boiled new potatoes, apples and onion mixed 
together with a nice mayonnaise. You can use low fat mayonnaise if the mood takes you.  
This recipe is for warm potato salad. Roast some potatoes until really crispy and while they 
are doing prepare some lettuce or salad leaves, cucumber and spring onions. Add some 
torn mozzarella cheese pieces. When the potatoes are ready add them to the salads while 
still hot. It makes an interesting combination. You can add croutons or cooked broad beans 
as well. The warm potatoes combine well with the cold salad.  
Talking of interesting combinations Max and I are off on a Summer trip.  
Keep in touch 
Em  

 
 

QUAINTON RAILWAY SOCIETY LTD. 
QUAINTON ROAD STATION, QUAINTON 

Near Aylesbury HP22 4BY 
Friday 1

st
, Sat 2

nd
 & Sun 3

rd
 July Day Out With Thomas 

Sunday 31
st
 July REWLEY ROAD STATION - 160

th
 Birthday 

Celebration 
Sunday 31

st
 July to end of August - Railway Art Exhibition  

For further information contact the Centre :  Visit the web site on www.bucksrailcentre.org, email 
office@bucksrailcentre.org.. or telephone 01296 655450 (recorded information) or 01296 655720 
(weekdays 9.30 to 4.30) 
 

 

 

 
Scarecrows are coming! 

 
A festival of scarecrows is planned for Saturday September 10

th
 at Dinton Church 

and in the village front gardens, as part of the Flush Fund. There will be teas at 
the church and competitions for the best scarecrow: 
 
Get in some practice during the summer and make your own life-size scarecrow. 
 
Contact George Lamb (01296 748988, 62 Oxford Road, Stone) for information, 
rules and entry form. 
 

http://www.bucksrailcentre.org/
mailto:office@bucksrailcentre.org
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The Vicarage, 10 Badgers Rise,Stone HP17 8RR 01296 748068 

Email: angela_richuk@yahoo.co.uk 

 
Dear Friends, 
 

 
 

Thank God for the rain!  Many gardeners and farmers must be echoing these 
words as we recently received the first substantial amount of rainfall for many 
months.  It is a reminder that, in spite of our scientific knowledge and 
understanding about how the universe works, we still depend largely on ‘acts of 
God’ to provide our water supply. 
 
The Open Gardens in Dinton and Stone are a wonderful testimony to the glorious 
potential of the natural world in which we live.  Congratulations to all those who 
not only use their gifts so creatively, but also enable many of us visitors to come 
and enjoy them too!  They are an example of good and positive stewardship of 
the resources that God has entrusted to His people. 

 

 
 
As it says in the first book of the Bible, Genesis 1:28-29, God said, “Be fruitful and 
multiply, fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea 
and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the 
earth”.  God said ‘See I have given you every living plant-yielding seed upon the 
earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit, you shall have them for food’.  
 
God has therefore entrusted mankind to care for the world and we have the 
responsibility of passing it on in a suitable condition to future generations.  We 
now know, of course, with things like global warming, pollution of the atmosphere, 
forest degradation, depleting of fish stocks etc. etc. that through greed and 
ignorance, we haven’t always exercised our stewardship very responsibly.  The 
challenge remains, and maybe the more extreme changes in our weather 
patterns, leading for example to water shortages, are more under our control than 
we care to admit.  It has even been suggested by some, that future wars will not 
be contested over oil supplies so much as over water supplies! 



Parish News                                                  17                                                   July 2011 

 
So now is the time to act responsibly, make and encourage brave decisions, and 
reconsider our God-given responsibilities in caring for His and our world, for the 
mutual benefit of all its citizens. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

PETER RICH (Rev)(Priest-in-charge) 
 
FROM THE REGISTERS: 

Baptisms:                                
 
We welcome into the Church Freddie George Weston who was baptised at St Peter and St 
Paul, Dinton on 26

th
 June. 

 

Weddings:                              
 
Congratulations to Ramsay Dean and Lucy Goodchild upon their Marriage at St John the 
Baptist, Stone on 16

th
 July; 

also to Brian Booker and Esther Norris upon their Marriage at St Peter and St Paul, Dinton 
on 30

th
 July. 

 

Funerals:                                  
 
ROSEMARY ALICE MALINOWSKI 
Rosemary’s funeral took place at Stone Church on 23

rd
 May, followed by a Burial in Stone 

Cemetery. Rosemary spent most of her life in the Stone area, living with her family for 
many years in Bittenham Close. She was an avid knitter of blankets for Poland where her 
husband as a refugee during the last war, had originated from. She and Anton also had 
close links with my predecessor, David Cooke, and Anton and his son Philip, used to look 
after Stone Churchyard, and cut the Rectory grass.  David spoke of Rosemary’s “bravery, 
tenacity and love for the family”.  Our prayers are with the family at this time. 
 

Jesus said “I am the Resurrection and the Life”.
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The first Aylesbury Festival will take place next month for 16 days from Saturday 2

nd
 July to 

Sunday 17
th
 July. Over 70 events will take place bringing musicians from around the world 

to work alongside local talent. Performances will take place at locations across the town 
and alongside the public concerts are a wide range of participatory workshops for schools 
and community groups. 
 
Tickets for all events at the Festival are on sale at the Box Office in Friars Square 
Shopping Centre.  
 
For further information, images and interviews please contact Richard Heason or 
Amy Ryan  

 

Aylesbury Festival Ltd. 
‘Hassles’, Bridgeway, Cuddington, Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire, HP18 0AW 

Tel: 01844 291 910   Box Office: 0845 528 0776   Fax: 0845 528 0736 
 

Email: info@aylesburyfestival.co.uk   Web: www.aylesburyfestival.co.uk 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If you haven’t already responded to the consultation for HS2 please consider 
doing so, and encourage friends and relations countrywide to do the same – the 
more people showing opposition the better. The deadline for responses is July 
29

th
. 

 
You can respond online at http://highspeedrail.dft.gov.uk or call 020 7944 4908  - 
ask them to send you the Consultation Summary containing the response form 
with 7 questions – if you don’t want to comment in full please just say NO in 
answer to the questions. Please do this – this hugely expensive project would 
irretrievably damage our environment, during construction and in operation, and 
give us no benefits. 
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Bartlett's 
           Residential Home 

A beautiful Victorian country house set in over  

18 acres of tranquil park and gardens 

Individuals and couples, those wishing to make a home here  

and those wanting a shorter stay are all welcome. 

Highly qualified and caring staff to look after your every need. 

Excellent facilities for recreational activities, 

 therapies and companionship. 

Award winning chef who uses local produce. 

Intimate and welcoming offering you a little bit extra. 

Part of the Peverel Court group of care homes. 

Tel Gloria on 01296 747000    Email: Gloria@bartlettscare.co.uk 

www.peverelcourt.co.uk 

Peverel Court, Portway Road, Stone, Bucks, HP17 8RP 

 

STONE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 
 

Tuesday July 19
th

 at 7.30 pm 
Stone Methodist Chapel 

 
THE BUILDINGS OF LONDON’S RIVER PART 2 – THE UPPER THAMES 

 
An illustrated talk by Sue Oswell 

 
Ring Joan Shurvell on 748530 for further information 

 
 

COASTGUARD 
COTTAGE 

 
IN MUNDESLEY  

NORTH NORFOLK 
 

TO LET 
3 BEDROOMS SLEEPS 6 
CONTACT:  01296 748367 

 
WEBSITE: WWW.NORFOLKNUMBER5.CO.UK 
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When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine 
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A Miscellany 

 

The final comment in my first article in August 2006 was that the swifts had departed on 

migration. They are usually here in summer for just 3 months – May, June and July. They 

are here again; always a welcome sight.  

 

Here are some reflections on things I have written about over the last 5 years. 

 

I think the most remarkable event has been the red kite reintroduction. When I was a 

young birdwatcher, years ago, you had to visit a remote valley in mid Wales to stand a 

chance, if you were lucky, of glimpsing a red kite. Now we see them daily; they are our 

commonest and most visible bird of prey. 

 

There are of course things that I don’t like, with grey squirrels being near the top of my 

list of dislikes. They are North American imports that have ousted the much more 

attractive red squirrel from most of England and are now threatening Scottish red 

squirrels. There are two interesting developments though. Firstly, on Anglesey, greys have 

almost been eradicated and the reds are now increasing in numbers. Secondly, an area of 

Cornwall that is bounded 80% by sea and estuary is to be dealt with in a similar way, with 

just a short land corridor needing control. So there is hope for the red squirrel, if only in 

such protected areas. 

 

Another problem is Japanese knotweed, arguably Britain’s worst weed. Imported as a 

garden plant, it has spread and can be found almost anywhere. It spreads by underground 

roots and by seed. I have written previously about a patch in Bishopstone, the only patch 

of the weed that I knew of in the Parish. But nothing has been done to eradicate it. Is there 

no-one in Bishopstone who will rid us of this nasty weed? I have just recently found a 

patch in Dinton which I have started to tackle. 

 

Elm trees are another loss. I last saw mature elm trees about 30 years ago, and the sad 

thing is that most people under 40 will never have seen the rows of magnificent fully 

grown elms that used to line our country lanes. Elms still live on, in hedgerows, living for 

10 or 15 years until Dutch elm disease strikes. They die, regenerate from underground 

suckers, then the cycle begins again.  

 

I will end on a positive note. Over the years I have kept a note of the arrival dates of some 

migrant birds including the cuckoo, which arrives in late April and calls through May and 

sometimes into June. I heard cuckoos every year from 1984 to 2000, then nothing. It is 

well known that cuckoo numbers have fallen in recent years – nationally, not just locally. 

This year we had a cuckoo calling for over two weeks, usually starting while it was still 

dark. Let’s hope it is a good sign for the future. 

 

There is much in the way of natural history that can be observed locally – birds, animals, 

trees, butterflies, wildflowers, etc. Do take time to look around – it can be both interesting 

and enjoyable.       AW 
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NEWS FROM CHAPEL HILL 
Methodist Chapel, Eythrope Road, Stone, HP17 8PH 

During this month’s services the following will be remembered in prayer: 

3
rd

  – Stonecroft;  10
th
 – The Glebe;  17

th
 – The Spiert; 24

th
 – Upper Hartwell 

Your prayer requests are welcome – anonymous if you wish – 
please leave a note in the Chapel post box 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * 

 
Built and dedicated in 1877, the Chapel celebrates its 

134
th

 Birthday this year 

Everyone is warmly invited to come and join the celebration! 

 
Sunday 17

th
 July at 11 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Birthday Cake and Coffee after the Service 

 
 

 

 

Those who are dependable depend on us. 
Does somebody rely on you for support?  If you are caring for someone contact: 
Carers Bucks: 
Aylesbury at Ardenham Court, Oxford Road, Aylesbury, HP19 8HT.   
Tel: 01296 392711  
High Wycombe at 9 Amersham Hill, High Wycombe, HP13 6NR:  
Tel: 01494 463536   
Email: info@carersbucks.org 
www.carersbucks.org 
Carers Bucks dedicated to supporting family Carers. 
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THE CHILTERN  
CONCERT BAND 
 

Play “Music for a Summer Evening” 
 
In Dinton Church, Saturday 9 July, 7.30 p.m. 
 

Tickets £12 (including a drink on arrival and light refreshments in the interval) are 
available in advance from Andrew Wild (01296 748679) Valma Thompson (01296 
748561) Rosemary Jackson (01296 748655), or on the door. 
 
In aid of Dinton Church Flush Fund 

 

July Gardening  
 
High Summer approaches and plants will be thirsty. It looks as it may be very dry. 
I am not an avid user of either the watering can or the hose pipe and I do let 
established plans search for their own moisture. Should the need arise however 
that it seems essential to water at least give a thorough soaking. A quick sprinkle 
with a watering can does more harm than good.  
 
Despite the above all growing in containers do need copious amounts of water. 
Certainly small hanging baskets need watering twice a day, if in full sun. Plants 
which continue to fruit and flower as opposed to ones which only do it once need 
to be dead headed and picked on a regular basis to keep them producing.  
 
One often sees blackcurrant very overgrown. As the currants grow on new 
growth, redcurrants and gooseberries fruit on old wood, it is possible to prune and 
harvest the blackcurrants in one go. Cut out the shoots with the berries on. Then 
sit in comfort and pick off the fruit .or better still get another member of the family 
to the picking! 
 
PS 
 

The coffee cup collection after services raised £71.00 for 
Wateraid 

Well done to everyone 
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MY FIRST CAR 
 

Was an Austin 8 saloon in black with a tired look that indicated many years of hard work. It 
was passed to me in 1957 at a nominal sum from an uncle who was moving on to a post 
war car. The Austin 8 had been manufactured in the company’s Longbridge works in 1939 
and the mileometer displayed the mileage as 62,000 miles. I suspected it was on its 
second trip around the dial and estimated that the true mileage was approx.162,000. 
However I was very pleased to have joined the motoring fraternity and I called her Betsy. 
 
The Austin 8 began production in 1939 as a successor to the big selling Austin 7 and was 
available as a 2 or 4 door saloon. The engine was 9hp (900cc) side valve driven through a 
four speed gear box and a new ‘rigid’ chassis..Production ceased in 1942 when total of 
46,000 had been made, after 1940 they were made exclusively for use by the army. 
 
Car ownership was the ambition of most young men in the 50’s particularly when escorting 
a young lady home after a party or dance. Car owners were preferred to young men who 
offered a lift home on the back of a motor bike. In my car the excitement was diminished 
wken the young lady was often asked to jump out and give the car a push because the 
battery was flat. 
 

    I learnt that the old Austin had its moods and often 
refused to start on cold winter mornings. Having 
checked the battery I would take the spark plugs out 
and warm them in the small oven next to the living 
room fire. Then the radiator developed a serious 
leak, a replacement was too costly and I carried a 
jerrycan of water to replenish the radiator at regular 
intervals. Betsy was temperamental but it was more 
comfortable to be travelling to work in a car 
compared to facing the elements on a motor bike. 
 

“She was not too posh to push” 
 

On a visit to West Wales I was intrigued when my host’s daughter in law recognised my car 
and told me that it had been owned by her Father, a country vet, during the war. 
Apparently he had covered over 100,000 miles bumping along country roads and farm 
tracks in the wilds of Cardiganshire, often transporting a sick animal on the back seat. 
I began to understand why Betsy looked tired! 
 
Things improved on the romantic side when in 1958 I met a pretty young lady who was 
quite happy to give me and Betsy a running start, she was not too posh to push and 
became very fond of my car (and me). We were married two years later and fifty five years 
on I still think of Betsy and our sad parting - she was sold to pay for the honeymoon. Your 
first car is like your first adolescent kiss or your military identification number-you never 
forgot them.     
 
                                                                                                                       T.L.    
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D. J. Parr  

uPVC Installations & Repairs 

 

Office: 01296 613429     Mobile:  07815 794551 

Email: dparrinstall@aol.com 

 

UPVC Windows, Doors and Conservatories 

uPVC Fascias, Soffits and Gutters 

Misted/broken glass replaced 

Window & door locks, hinges and handles 

Patio doors repaired, cat flaps fitted  

Gutter maintenance 

Local skilled Craftsman  -  references supplied  -  no obligation quote 

 

 

 

 

Ric Lee 
“Handyman” 

 
General House Maintenance 

Painting and Decorating  
Small Tiling Jobs 

Flat Pack Furniture Assembly 
 
 

Ruby Cottage,  
7 Chapel Road 
Ford HP17 8XE 

Tel: 01296 747267 
Mobile: 07831 658909 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine 

  

Personal Tutoring for 
Children 

 
Does your child need some 

extra help during the 
summer to give them 

confidence with their school 
work? 

 
A qualified teacher offers 

individual tuition, matched to 
your child’s needs, in English 

and Maths. 
 

Call Sally Kessell (PGCE, 
BA Hons) to discuss your 
particular requirements on 

01296 747446 
 

(tutoring for 5 -11 year olds, 
though older children will be 

considered) 
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Oxford Rd, Hartwell, Aylesbury, 

Bucks. HPl7 8QP 

The Bugle Horn 
Tel 01296 747594 

 

David and his team would like to 
welcome you to the Bugle Horn to 
enjoy 'Great Leisure Moments' in a 
Great British Pub, we are proud to 
serve great food from around the 

world in a distinctly British manner 
all day, every day. 

 
Try our extensive range of wines 

from around the world or one of our 
traditional cask ales - just pop in,  

no need to book, even if it is  
just for coffee.  

Bishopstone Village 
Hall Trust 
Need to hire a hall? 

…think ‘hall’, think 

Bishopstone Hall 
 

 Prices start from just £20 for a 
child’s party, for up to 80 
people 

 Disabled access, licensed bar 
available, terms and 
conditions apply 

Phone 01296 747773 for more 

information 

Bishopstone Village Hall 

Moreton Lane, HP17 8SQ 

Registered Charity No. 264370 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine 
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In the middle of Ford 

 

Do you appreciate fresh 
local food, expertly 
cooked, in a cosy 
atmosphere? 

 

2 Courses for £10 

Starters 

Soup of the day 
with fresh bread 

Char Grilled Asparagus 
with poached egg and tarragon sauce 

Parma Ham 
with fig, rocket and parmesan salad with red 

onion syrup 

Mains 

Char Grilled Pork Chop 
with sage mash and an apple and black 

pudding jus 

Roast Cod 
with sadadaise potatoes and a mango and basil 

cream sauce 

Roast Vegetable Strudel 
with roasted tomato coulis 

Desserts 

Warm Chocolate Brownie 
with pistachio ice cream 

Stem Ginger Panna Cotta 
with pear puree and coconut tuiles 

Selection of ice cream or sorbet 

Summer is a great time to visit The 
Dinton Hermit. We are open all day at 
the weekends - offering great food, 
well chosen wine, well kept ale and a 
warm welcome. 

We have now extended our 2 course 
lunch menu for £10 to include Fridays 
and it will be running throughout July. 

We are bringing back the Fish Board 
this month and it is back to stay. 

We have introduced a monthly draw, 
every time you purchase something 
from our Menus you will be entered 
into the draw with a chance to win a 
three course meal for two and a bottle 
of wine. 

So don’t be shy this month - pay us a 
visit and see what the Dinton Hermit 
has to offer. 

Would you want to miss out?? 

www.dintonhermit.co.uk 

facebook.com/dintonhermit 

Book now, on 01296 747473 



Parish News                                                  32                                                   July 2011 

 
 

HARTWELL HOUSE HOTEL 

RESTAURANT AND SPA 
 

Value for money dining 
Using new season local farm produce treat friends and family  

to these superb value for  money dining offers. 

A three course set lunch with coffee and Hartwell fudge for only £22.50  

Available daily except Sundays 

or 
Enjoy a complimentary glass of Prosecco and canapés before sampling our 

set three course dinner menu with coffee and Hartwell fudge for only £28.50 

Available Sunday to Friday inclusive 

Prices are person and include service and VAT 

 

Traditional Afternoon Tea 
The perfect way to spoil family and friends is to treat them to Hartwell’s famous  

afternoon tea and take the opportunity while you are here of exploring 
 the 90 acres of grounds in all their early Summer glory. 

Only £19.00 per person 

The Spa Café  
Perfect for morning coffee, light lunches including speciality pizzas, and  

snacks the Spa Café is the ideal place to meet for that leisurely  
informal dining experience, including al fresco on the terrace. 

Lunch served daily from 12.00 noon to 3.00pm. Open to the Public 

Open for dinner every Friday and Saturday with a last serving of 8.30pm 

Call the Spa Café direct on 01296 746526 to make a reservation 

Rejuvenate in July at the Spa 

Revive & Restore 
ESPA are offering you the opportunity of enjoying their restorative mud  

envelopment and radiance facial for the special price of £85.00.   

Treatment time 1 hour 55 minutes  
Subject to availability and not to be taken in conjunction with any other discount or 

 offer running – contact the Spa Manager on 01296 746500 for more details 

For further information, menus or to make a reservation, 

please telephone 01296 747444 or visit the website 
Oxford Road, Near Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire HP17 8NR 

Part of the National Trust  

www.hartwell-house.com info@hartwell-house.com 


