
 

 
 

“But He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that  

Christ’s power may rest on me. 
 

2 Corinthians 12:9  

Stone, Dinton, Ford, Upton, Hartwell & Bishopstone with 
Aston Sandford - Part of the Wychert Vale Benefice 

July 2020 Issue   ~    £1.00 (£7.50 annual subscription) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%2012%3A9&version=NIVUK
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WYCHERT VALE BENEFICE CONTACTS 
 

Benefice Rector 
 

 

Currently Vacant 

Associate Rector 
Revd 

Canon  
Dr Phil 
Groves 

 

7, Badgers Rise 
Stone Aylesbury 
HP17 8RR 

 
Tel: 01296 748 390 
Email: drphilgroves@gmail.com 

 
Hon Treasurer 
Naomi Corbould 

 
6 Eythrope Yard 
Eythrope, Stone 
HP18 0HT 

 
Tel: 01296 747689 
treasurer@stonedintonhartwell.com 

Curate 
Revd Nigel Featherston 

Greenwood,  
New Road,  
Dinton, HP17 8UT 

 

Tel: 01296 747454         
Email: nfeatherston@btinternet.com 

For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals  
please contact the Parish Administrator at the  

Benefice office St Mary’s Centre Station Road Haddenham Aylesbury HP17 8AJ 
or email office@wychertvale.org  or  office@haddenhamstmarys.org 

St John the Baptist, Stone 
Eryl Morgan 
Churchwarden 

101 Baker Street 
Waddesdon,  
HP18 0LQ 

 
07784 869430 
Eryl.Morgan@stonedintonhartwell.com 

Raymond 
Medhurst 
Churchwarden 

10 Grenville Road 
Aylesbury  
HP21 8EY 

 
07793 541456 
Raymond.Medhurst@stonedintonhartwell.com 

St Peter and St Paul, Dinton 
 

Rosemary Jackson 
Churchwarden 

 

Innisfree, New Road, 
Dinton, HP17 8UT 

 

01296 748655    
jacksonrj@btinternet.com  

 

Neil Chudley 
Churchwarden 

  

01296 748277    
neilchudley138@btinternet.com 

St Michael & All Angels, Aston Sandford 
 

Marilynne Morgan 
Hon Treasurer  

  
4mam.morgan@gmail.com 

 

David Peck 
Churchwarden. 
 

20 Wykeham Gate, 
Haddenham, Aylesbury, 
Bucks. HP17 8DF 

 
01844 292110 
suepeck@waitrose.com 

 

Nick Morgan 
Churchwarden  

 01844 291217 
4nick.morgan@gmail.com  

 

Front Cover: Oxeye Daisies at Eythrope by David Pickup 

mailto:office@haddenhamstmarys.org
mailto:Eryl.Morgan@stonedintonhartwell.com
mailto:jacksonrj@btinternet.com
mailto:neilchudley138@btinternet.com
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Parish news 

   

 

NOTE: Events and services published in the magazine are correct at the time of 
print though may change in light of the Coronavirus advice.  

 

Living in a Virtual World.  
 

As the Covid-19 pandemic took hold, the Church of England issued guidance that made 
churches look closely at their publications. For this reason, parishes were encouraged to 
look to digital communication, and telephone calls to keep in touch. Unfortunately it was not 
possible for me to telephone each of you. A recent survey, published in Christian Today 
shows that a quarter of parish magazines ceased publication, but around two-thirds went 
digital or are now producing both printed and digital versions. 
 

Well we went digital for a month and then went back to print as the main medium, but we still 
have the Facebook page and are thinking of a website. By offering you the choice hopefully 
we can serve the parish better. Technology should be a help not a hindrance. More people 
get information online but there are still many of us who prefer something printed. Of course 
print was new technology once as was the telephone.  
 

Recently I have been thinking about the word “grace” and what it means. It is a religious 
word we use a lot but I never been 100% sure what it is. Perhaps it is best described as 
something that enables us to grow and be better people. Let us hope that post -covid we 
grow, learn and be better. Getting to grips with the post-covid world will be a challenge but 
a challenge with opportunities. Saint Paul wrote about relying on God when we cannot cope.  
 

“But He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s 

power may rest on me. 
 
2 Corinthians 12:9 
 
 
 
 
 

News team 
Editor: David Pickup  01296 748170  david@pickupandscott.co.uk 
Editorial: Carole Fryer 01296 748538  carole.e.fryer@outlook.com 
Advertising: Sue Unwin 07760 177599  sunwin1958@hotmaill.com 
IT Producer: Heather Harris    07766 086280 hevsharris@aol.com 
Distributor: Fiona Rysdale   01296 747466 therysdales@live.co.uk 
 

Parish News is a community magazine for the residents of Stone, Dinton, Ford, Upton, Bishopstone, 
Hartwell and Aston Sandford. We welcome news, announcements by societies and clubs, and 
articles on local and other issues. We do not charge for charities or personal notices such as weddings, 
baptisms or acknowledgments and welcome advertising by local businesses.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%2012%3A9&version=NIVUK
mailto:hevsharris@aol.com
mailto:therysdales@live.co.uk
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You are invited to join the 

Parish Virtual Garden Show 
a chance to show off your horticultural achievements! 

 
Take photographs of the plants, shrubs, vegetables or fruit in 

your garden now and submit these for the Virtual Garden 
Show.   See page 17 for details. 

 
 

 
This month we have published the magazine in print and also as a digital version.   
 
During the Coronavirus crisis the priority is the safety and health of readers and 
distributors so no-one will be under pressure to deliver or receive a printed version 
if they do not wish it.  
 
Digital versions will be sent to anyone who asked for this format last month. If you 
hear anyone else who wants a digital copy please contact me at  
magazine@stonedintonhartwell.com. 
 
The Facebook page address is 
https://www.facebook.com/StoneDintonParishNews 
 
It may be that our plans have to change if the restrictions are tightened. If so please 
check the church websites and Facebook pages.  
 
Many thanks for your support during this difficult time. 
 

Coronavirus advisory websites 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/  
 
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus   

mailto:magazine@stonedintonhartwell.com
https://www.facebook.com/StoneDintonParishNews
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
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Parish Services and Calendar  
 

 

July 2020 
 

St John  
the Baptist 

Stone 
 

St Peter & 
Paul 

Dinton 

Stone 
Methodist 

Chapel  

St Michael 
& All 

Angels 
Aston 

Sandford 

 
 
 

The Church of England has announced that church buildings can 
open up for supervised individual prayer from 13th June.  This is the 

start of the journey for church buildings to open up safely, in line with 
Government advice and there will be detailed guidance on enabling 

this first step to happen. 
 

Advice has already been circulated to all dioceses to enable local 
churches to plan ahead for opening up for individual prayer. 

 
 

At the time of going to print there has been no announcement of how 
local churches will be affected. 

 
See page 7 for details of services being streamed on the internet. 

 
 

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind and with all your strength . . . Love your neighbour 

as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these.”  
 
 

To protect the vulnerable amongst us, please do not leave your home 
except for essential trips. 

 

 

 

Stay Alert  - Control the Virus - Save Lives 
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Stone’s Community Response 

to Coronavirus  
A group of volunteers have come together to assist those who are 
self-isolating in our local community. It seeks to match up local 
residents with local helpers to provide practical and emotional 
support. It is called the Stone, Buckinghamshire Community 
Support Group and can be found on Facebook.  

Such help may include: collecting prescriptions, food shopping, a 
friendly phone call, dog walking, visits to the doctor, a daily chat 
through your window, etc.  

Are You Self-Isolating?  
If you are and think you may need help either now, or in the weeks 
to come, please phone Naomi or Clive on 01296 747689 and leave 
a message with your phone number. We will then allocate a 
volunteer helper to contact you directly and discuss how they can 
assist you.  
 
Could You Volunteer to Help? 
If you are well, have some spare time and would like to support 
those who are self-isolating please contact Naomi or Clive on 
01296 747689 or via the Facebook Group. 
 
Thank you  

 

The Stone, Buckinghamshire Community Support Group is supported by Stone with 
Bishopstone and Hartwell Parish Council and St John the Baptist Church, Stone. 
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For a selection of streamed services, prayers and reflections 

available online, try the following websites: 
 

https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/ 

 

https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-

19/livestream/parish-streams/ 

 
https://www.wychertvale.org/youtube/ 

 
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online 

 
 

 
 

 

Parish Church & Community News 
Virtual Cake Show – August Magazine 

 
Have you been baking during the lockdown? 

Proud of your efforts? 
Like to share some favourite or unusual cake recipes? 

 
In our August issue of the magazine we’ll feature a ‘cake page’ of 

your creations – please send us your photos or recipes to 
magazine@stonedintonhartwell.com and we’ll try to include  

them in the August issue. 
 

     
 
 

  

https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/
https://www.wychertvale.org/youtube/
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
mailto:magazine@stonedintonhartwell.com
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At the time of going to press we’ve been made aware of the following local 
businesses offering services to assist during the Coronavirus ‘lock down’.  Please 
check with the businesses for current availability. 
 

The Seven Stars pub in Dinton: 
The new Seven Stars deli and veg shop open from 10 to 12 Tuesday through 
Saturday, selling a limited selection of salad items and fresh vegetables. Anything 
exotic that you fancy please give us 24/48 hours’ notice and we will do our best to 
source it. We are happy to develop the product range to include cheese, homemade 
scotch eggs, pate etc, it will all depend on demand and what our suppliers are able 
to source. Meat---we will carry a small supply, please give us notice but generally 
we can supply next day Fish---delivered on a Friday, please pre order by 5pm on a 
Thursday Please bring your own carrier bags. All payments by card only. 
https://www.sevenstarsdinton.com/ 
 

The Bottle & Glass pub, Gibraltar 
The Bottle and Glass are offering takeaway pizza. 
http://www.thebottleandglass.com/ 
 

Orchard View Farm Shop, Meadle 
Delivery or click & collect service of fresh meat, vegetable, fruit and other 
provisions.  Takeaway pizzas on certain evenings – check website for details. 
https://www.orchardviewfarm.co.uk/  

_________________________________________________________________ 

 
(left) ‘Help yourself’ food table 
in Stone in conjunction with 
Orchard View Farm (and raising 
funds for Alzheimers UK) 

 
 

 
 

(right) The Deli Table in The 
Seven Stars in Dinton offering 

fresh produce for villagers to 
purchase.  

  

https://www.sevenstarsdinton.com/
http://www.thebottleandglass.com/
https://www.orchardviewfarm.co.uk/
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Etiquette when out walking in troubled times – a Guide to Men 
with Swords 
 
I always thought the rule was the gentleman should be on the right/road side in 
case of having to draw a sword. This custom dates from the Middle Ages when 
knights wore the sword on the left side keeping the right side free, since the right 
arm was “fighting arm”. In some Scandinavian countries the woman should walk on 
the left side, “the side of the heart”. If you are walking down a street in the company 
of a woman or a man know that the right side is the honorary side. You will let a 
woman walk on the right side of you or a man if he is a senior person. In this way 
we honour them. However what if cars are splashing mud on to the pavement? 
Then a woman should always walk on the “protected side”, it being left or right, if 
she is exposed to some unpleasantness. For example if the road is filled with water 
ponds she might get splashed from passing by cars. This is why you should walk 
on the outer side of the pavement, no matter if it is left or right. 
 
I hope you are keeping up! What happens if you are out and then you meet other 
people coming the opposite direction? Let the other person go first but if they read 
this both couples could be in limbo permanently.  You should nod or smile to the 
gentleman. If anyone says “Good Afternoon” to you then reply. Always 
acknowledge polite children if they speak. You can add a cheerful note about the 
weather if you are really brave, such as “Lovely day” and a chuckle as if you have 
said really clever and then add “There’s a bull in that field” as they disappear out of 
sight. 
 
Editor’s Note: 
It is illegal to wear a sword in public.  
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Views around the parishes – June 2020 
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Letter from Aston Sandford 
 

If, when on line in an idle moment (and we have all had some of those recently), 
you put ‘Aston Sandford’ into the search engine of The London Gazette (one of the 
official journals of record of the UK government)  the first thing that comes up is the 
notice of the extension of the village’s conservation area in 2012.  But the second 
is something which is a little bit of forgotten Aston Sandford Church history.   
 
On 23rd June 1939 the King by Order in Council approved a scheme put forward by 
the Ecclesiastical Commissioners (equivalent to the Church Commissioners of 
today) ‘for effecting the union of the Benefice (being a Rectory) of Aston Sandford 
and the Benefice (being a Vicarage) of Towersey ‘, both of which it was stated were 
then vacant. ‘Rectory’ and ‘Vicarage’ are of course used to describe the office, not 
the houses in which the office holders lived!  The Commissioners recommended, 
and the Privy Council approved, that from the date of publication of the Order in 
The Gazette,  which was 27th June 1939,  the two benefices  -  
 

shall be permanently united together and form one Benefice for the Cure 
of Souls under the style of ‘The United Benefice of Aston Sandford with 
Towersey’’ but the Parishes of said Benefices shall continue  distinct in all 
respects …[and] that the Parsonage House  [at Towersey] shall become 
the house of residence for the Incumbent of the United Benefice. 
 

According to the preamble to the Order, both benefices were vacant but had been 
held ‘in plurality’ by the last three incumbents.  Our available records show that the 
connection with Towersey went back to the First World War when in 1917 our 
Rector was the Rev Humphrey Hirst who was also the Vicar of Towersey.  Later in 
1917 the Rev H E Cooper took over as Rector of Aston Sandford, and he remained 
in post until 1936 when the Rev C W Thorne was appointed: I cannot check at the 
time of writing but from what the Order states I must assume that they too were 
Vicars of Towersey.  What the Order in Council was doing was to regularise the 
situation and create one benefice.  
 
What appears to have happened subsequently is that from 1939 the Parish of Aston 
Sandford was joined with the benefice of Thame – with which Towersey was, and 
is, connected.  I have not found the official record but our own records show that 
from 1939 our Rector was the Vicar of Thame rather than an sole incumbent of 
Aston Sandford and Towersey.  This may of course have been something to do 
with the exigencies of the Second World War which broke out within three months 
of the Order in Council.    
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Aston Sandford remained connected with Thame until exactly 35 years ago.   From 
1939 to 1960 the Vicar of Thame was the Rev C N Middleton Evans, who had been 
appointed to Thame in 1934.  In 1960 he was succeeded by the Rev R H Faulkner, 
known as Bob.  When he retired in 1985 the parish of Aston Sandford transferred 
to Haddenham.  His retirement, and the end of the 46 year link with Thame, was 
marked by a service in Aston Sandford Church on 12th July 1985, followed by a 
party at Manor Farm.    
 
One consequence of the 1939 Order in Council was the loss of the patronage of 
Aston Sandford Church.   The Commissioners’ Scheme of 1939 reveals that the 
patronage of Aston Sandford Church was then in the hands of Mrs Mary Louisa 
Rundle Pargiter of Mazoe, Beaumont, Jersey (I shall return in a later article as to  
how Mrs Pargiter, whose husband was at one time vicar of Towersey, came to be 
the Patron).  Under the Scheme she surrendered her patronage to the Patrons of 
Towersey, known as ‘Peache’s Trustees’.   According to the Charity Commission’s 
website the Peache Charitable Trust still exists, and its aims are ‘the provision of 
resources in connection with their patronage responsibilities ie. the appointment of 
Parochial Clergy in the Church of England’.  They remained Patrons of Aston 
Sandford until the transfer to Haddenham in 1985.  
 
Marilynne A Morgan 
Treasurer, Aston Sandford  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      St Michael & All Angels Church, Aston Sandford in the June sunshine  
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GARDENING NOTES – JULY 
 
The weather which plays an all important part in gardening has surpassed itself this 
year.  A very mild Winter with plenty of rain until the middle of March, then no rain 
for four weeks.  One wet day in the middle of April and four wet days at the end of 
the month, then into May which turned out to be a record breaker, of the wrong sort, 
for gardeners.  Several hard frosts and virtually no rain.   Should June turn out to 
be another very hot month, not a very promising outlook for our gardens. 
 

One positive however is the amount of growth flowering shrubs and trees have 
made, which will take a great deal of pruning to keep them under control, but at 
least they seem to have enjoyed the strange weather conditions and have given us 
plenty to enjoy. 
 

On a more practical note, all plants grown in any type of 
container will need lots of tlc.  Do ensure that they are 
well watered, and some mid-day shade would be 
appreciated.  Indoor plants also need more attention as 
it is surprising how quickly pests can appear. 
 

The hot tropical weather is not conducive for vegetable 
growing, so do hoe to keep down weeds and create a 
dust mulch, which may help to keep the soil from drying. 
 

Make sure to keep picking vegetables when fresh and young, and there is still time 
to plant beetroot and carrots which will stand the Winter.  
 

Make sure flowers are securely staked and deadhead plants which should ensure 
they will continue to flower   
 

PS 
 

Flower Quiz  -  Answers and winner 
The answers to last months Flower Quiz anagrams are as follows.   

 
1. Up List = TULIPS 
2.  Act on rain = CARNATION 
3.  Steam lic  = CLEMATIS 
4.  Its love = VIOLETS 
5.  Sore = ROSE. 
6.  A duel bid  = BUDDLEIA  
7.  Angry head = HYDRANGEA 

 

8. Pond rows = SNOWDROP 
9.  I age quail  = AQUILEGIA 
10.  O mad girl  = MARIGOLD 
11.  Thy chains = HYACINTHS 
12.  Adorns pang = SNAPDRAGON 
13.  Eh heart = HEATHER 
14.  Keys hoe clun = HONEYSUCKLE 

Well done to Carol  Locke who won the flower anagram quiz. Thank you to 
everyone who entered.  
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Simply Walk in Stone, Haddenham & Dinton 
 

Due to the CORONAVIRUS: 
Simply Walk has been Suspended!!! 
For how long? Will have to wait and see 
But we’ll be back – our walks have not ended! 
Because they are friendly, fun and free 
 

We’re maybe feeling a bit mad [at them] 
In lockdown for ages, without a key! 
So we’re sending a Postcard from Haddenham 
To you at home, with umpteen cups of coffee or tea! 
 

Walking for Health with Simply Walk 
For details/dates visit www.buckscc.gov.uk/simplywalk 
Or call Fiona Broadbent on 01494 475367 
 

POSTCARD from Simply Walk Haddenham: July 2019 
 

Hi everyone, 
Phew, it is a scorcher! And that was after heavy rain and lightning last night. Clearly the 
weather had put a few people off walking today, 
nevertheless we had 15 setting off from Bradmoor in 
extremely dry and hot conditions. 
 

I had decided that the walk from here with possibly 
the greatest amount of shade is to Kingsey, so we 
took the paths through the village, paused for a water 
break where a group of gnomes had gathered 
underneath a tree, then we continued on, stepping 
from one patch of shade to another, where possible, 
before taking the footpaths across the fields to 
Kingsey. 
 

The cows in the fields had also chased any available 
shade, and had no intention of venturing into the 
sunshine to meet us as we passed by. 
Once in Kingsey it looked like the piggies were not at home, so most of the group stayed 
under the shade of a large tree, whilst – undaunted – Anne, Julian and I went to see if they 
were hiding ……. 
 

And yes, they were fast asleep in their shady sty! They did wake up and were coaxed out 
with windfall apples that I’d picked up from my garden. They are both very sweet, but their 
eating manners leave a lot to be improved ……. 
We made our way back through the fields and the village lanes, again stopping for water 
and shade breaks as necessary. Back at Bradmoor we enjoyed refreshments in the café. 
Thank you very much to Tim for back marking, and to all the walkers for coming out today 
in possibly record temperatures. 
With best wishes, 
Georgina  

http://www.buckscc.gov.uk/simplywalk
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Eythrope Manor House and Deserted Village 
 

 
 

Just out of our parish on the north bank of the Thame were the original Eythrope 
manor house and the now deserted village. Very little survives apart from a possible 
fishpond and some lumps and bumps to the east of the house, but in medieval 
times there was a thriving settlement here, and the mansion was only demolished 
in 1810, to be replaced sixty years later by Alice de Rothschild with her new house 
and gardens. The medieval house and village were sited near the river with the 
Winchendon hills rising behind them, the estate farms up on the hillside to the north. 
 
The estate, originally the home of the Darches, passed down the family to the 
Dynehams in the C15th, the Dormers in the C16th and the Stanhopes (later Lords 
Chesterfield) in the C18th. A dovecot and fishery existed in the early C14th and a 
watermill was held by Wallingford Priory at Eythrope pre 1291 – at the Dissolution 
it was one of the properties granted to Cardinal Wolsey for his proposed college in 
Oxford (Cardinal College, now Christchurch). A chapel constructed here in the 
1490s was consecrated as a chantry chapel for Roger Dyneham and a chantry 
priest was supplied by Fotheringhay College from 1491 for £6.13.4d per year.  This 
chapel was closed at the Dissolution, being “of no great necessity except for the 
household of Sir Robert Dormer …. no necessity of priests at Eythrope…”  However 
the family were known to hide and support Catholics for some time, and in 1728 Sir 
William Stanhope restored the chapel for his wife, only to “wickedly, sacrilegiously 
and impiously” demolish it in 1738, using the stone for the bridge by the weir.   



__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parish News                                          16                               July 2020 

 
There is little information about the medieval house, but we have a description of 
the later mansion, “in a low situation, close to the northern bank of the Thame…”  It 
had a large hall; with an elaborately sculpted carved roof with corbels of angels 
holding shields. A suite of rooms dated 1610 was added by Dorothy, widow of Sir 
William Dormer, and Sir William Stanhope competed “a plain and substantial west 
front” in the early C18th. Sir William liked the Gothic and follies and erected “ the 
imitation of the ruins of an amphitheatre, castles and turreted buildings” on 
neighbouring eminences.  He also included a new chapel within the house, with a 
chequered marble floor, twelve columns and an elaborate altar.  

 
The river Thame was dammed to form a lake and there were pleasure gardens. 
Beyond the formal gardens was the park for which, in 1661, Robert, Lord Dormer, 
had obtained a license to empark and to stock with game. In 1810 the house was 
demolished by Philip Stanhope, 5th Earl of Chesterfield and a sale was held – the 
annotated catalogue is in the Spencer Bernard papers, for Scrope Bernard of 
Nether Winchenden bought a great deal, including towers, the hall roof, urns, 
stonework and railings, for his new house at Little Kimble (itself demolished in 
1830). The porch is said to be on the front of the Bucks Museum (Ceely House) 
and a grand chimneypiece went to the Dormers at Grove Park near Warwick and 
is still there. Bits of the old house could probably still be found in many existing 
buildings in Buckinghamshire. 
 
The village in the fields to the east had presumably been demolished when the park 
was created, and may well have been declining before that – you can still see on 
an aerial photograph the marks of the roads, the path to the ford at the river and 
the areas of medieval strips surrounding the old settlement. The field where the 
village was is named as “Town Field” in nineteenth century maps 
 
We don’t know what finally happened to the cottagers – no new houses were built 
for them on the estate, at least near the house. Plague in the C14th and later, field 
enclosures and the creation of hunting parks all contributed to the decline of tiny 
medieval villages. (There is another deserted village a mile up the hill at Upper 
Winchendon, near to the site of a great Tudor house, now gone, and another area 
of “humps and bumps” south of Bishopstone – the old village of Morton). 
    
Stone Local History Group 
Note; this article was first published in 2009, but we thought it would be of renewed 
interest for current readers who are enjoying walks down  towards the Eythrope 
estate. 
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You are invited to join the 

Parish Virtual Garden Show 
a chance to show off your horticultural achievements! 

 

This year has seen a unique opportunity to spend more time in the 
garden and we are planning a “virtual” Summer Flower and 

Produce show.  This is a chance to celebrate and share all our local 
gardens across the parishes. 

 

There will be a special display of photographs in the October magazine as well as 
online and, if public gatherings are permitted in the Autumn, we may even stage a 

display locally for others to visit. 
 

The classes for photographs are:    
 

Fruit and/or vegetables 

Specimen flowers  

A view of my garden 

Grown by my child/children (under 12s) 

Container grown vegetables or fruit 

A Window box or planter 

plus a Best In Show 

 

There will be certificates for winners in each category plus a prize for  
the overall Best in Show  

 

Please submit photographs taken in your garden this year via email to 
magazine@stonedintonhartwell.com or by post to The Magazine Editor,  

12 Roundhill, Stone, HP17 8RD. Deadline for submission 31st August 2020. 
 

Entries should include your name, address or email address, age if under 18 
and the date the photograph was taken.  By submitting photographs you agree 

these may be reproduced in the Parish Magazine 

  

mailto:magazine@stonedintonhartwell.com
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Mystery House   -   who can remember this house? 
Answer on page 23. 
 

Sadly we have no photograph of this house, but you can just see the roof through 
the trees to the left of the garage. 
 

 
 

Aunt Em and social distancing 
 

Max has been trying new technology to keep in touch. He has been participating in on-line 
quizzes with the Stone and Upton Young Men’s Improvement Society. Although so far no–
one has agreed on the answers to any of his questions.  
 

I suppose he misses human contact. I always tell him he has still got me but he goes very 
quiet and leaves the room.  Life is very difficult for lots of us and it is no joking matter. We 
like to be in communities and families and neighbourhoods. Christianity is about people and 
sharing God’s love. It is hard to do that when you are isolated. Possible to be a Christian on 
your own but it is difficult.  Church is a group.  
 

The people who wrote the letters in the New Testament were using technology to keep in 
touch. In that case it was letter writing.  It is nice to receive an old fashioned letter and it is a 
good way to keep in touch but you cannot beat seeing people face to face. Saint John wrote 
about this in one of his letters,  
 

I have much to write you, but I do not want to do so with pen and ink.  I hope to see you 
soon, and we will talk face to face. Peace to you. The friends here send their greetings. Greet 
the friends there by name. 
3 John 13-14 
 
Peace be with you until we meet again.  
Keep in touch  
Em  
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STONE METHODIST CHAPEL 
 
During Revd Keith Edwards’ Sabbatical please 
contact Revd Richard Atkinson for all pastoral 
matters on 01296 339899 or email 
revrja@outlook.com. 
 
Lay Pastoral worker : Arthur Sara, 01296 484310  
or email ruthar@talktalk.net 
 
Village contact: Mrs Sue Spinks, 01296 748369  
or email Royandsue1@btinternet.com 

  
The Chapel with heart, at the heart of the village 

 
A message from Keith Edwards: 
 
The other day I came across the following story: 
 
There was a high powered executive who opened the door of his sleek new Jaguar 
with the personalized number plate just as a lorry roared by, ripping it from its 
hinges.   The Police arrived quickly on the scene and found the man jumping up 
and down in a terrific rage, shrieking to all and sundry about the horrific damage 
done to his precious car. 
 
“How can you be so materialistic?” said the investigating officer, shaking his head 
in bewilderment. 
 
“What’s your problem?” bellowed the driver, “Look what he’s done to my car!” 
“You’re so worried about your precious Jaguar”, said the Policeman, “you appear 
not to have noticed that your left arm was ripped off!” 
 
“Oh, no!” wailed the man as he looked down at the grisly stump where his arm had 
been.   “What’s happened to my Rolex?” 
 
I think that having spent the last months in lockdown with the social distancing 
policies in force, we as a nation have begun to understand what is actually 
important to us.   We have joined in clapping and lauding all NHS workers for their 
sacrificial efforts to treat us and keep us safe.   We now realise that having our bins 
collected and our post delivered, shop assistants and delivery drivers striving to 
meet basic needs, communities and neighbourhoods supporting one another, 
sharing family life, are all far more important that the latest gadget, luxury house or 
car or some other indulgence. 
  

mailto:revrja@outlook.com
mailto:ruthar@talktalk.net
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When life gets tough and pared back to essentials, it is then that we can perhaps 
understand more fully what Jesus meant when he said, 
 
“I tell you, do not worry about everyday life – whether you have enough food to eat 
or enough clothes to wear – your life is more than food and your body more than 
clothing.   Look at the birds – they don’t plant or harvest or store food in barns.   
God feeds them. and you are far more valuable to him than any birds!”                                                                                                                      
Luke 12, 22-24 
 
It is wonderful to know how much we are loved by our Father in heaven. 
 
God bless, 
Keith 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A selection of local Facebook pages to follow for local news and events.   
 

   Parish and Community News 
   Search Facebook with   @stonedintonparishnews 
 

   Stone, Bishopstone and Hartwell Parish Council 
    Search Facebook with:   @sbhpc 
 

   Stone, Buckinghamshire – a local community page 
    Search Facebook with:  @StoneBuckinghamshire 
 

   Wychert Vale Benefice 
   Search Facebook with:  @WychertValeBenefice 

 

   Stone, Dinton & Hartwell – church news 
   Search Facebook with:  @stonedintonhartwell 
 

   Diocese of Oxford 
   Search Facebook with:  @dioceseofoxford 
 

  

https://www.facebook.com/StoneDintonParishNews/
https://www.facebook.com/sbhpc
https://www.facebook.com/StoneBuckinghamshire/
https://www.facebook.com/WychertValeBenefice/
https://www.facebook.com/stonedintonhartwell/
https://www.facebook.com/dioceseofoxford/
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DINTON CHURCH SILVER 
 

Dinton Church owns 4 splendid pieces of communion silver, although for obvious 
security reasons these are not now kept in the church. For many years the silver 
was kindly held, on loan, by the Grocers Company (patrons of St John the Baptist, 
Stone) at their premises in London, but it has recently been transferred to the 
Treasury of Christ Church Cathedral in Oxford. 
 

Two of the pieces are large flagons which were 
donated to the church by Sir John Vanhattem (of 
Dinton Hall) in 1772. Sir John Vanhattem was the 
son of John Vanhattem who acquired Dinton Hall in 
1727 from Simon Mayne, grandson of his 
namesake who was a signatory to Charles the 
First’s death warrant. Interestingly the two flagons 
have a 1731 hallmark, having been made in London 
by William Grundy. So, it is possible that the flagons 
were owned by the Vanhattem family for several years before they were donated 
to the church. Both flagons bear the Vanhattem coat of arms.  
 

The third piece is an extremely attractive communion cup 
and cover. It is Elizabethan, with a 1569 hallmark. The maker 
is unknown.   
 

The fourth piece is a circular silver salver with a 1721 London 
hallmark. It was made by Gabriel Sleath. This piece was 
donated to the church by Thomas Ingoldsby and Benjamin 
Gatton. Thomas Ingoldsby was the grandson of Richard 
Ingoldsby of Waldridge Manor, the latter being another 
regicide of Charles the First. Benjamin Gatton was minister 
for Dinton Church from 1705 to 1736. 
 

The decision to move the silver was made because of its lack of accessibility at the 
Grocers Company in London. It has rarely been seen in the Parish in recent years. 
It was felt that it would be easier for parishioners to view the silver when on display 
at Christ Church in Oxford. The treasury is currently being reorganised, so display 
is not possible in the short term. However, display should be possible once the 
reorganisation is complete.  
 

The actual process of transferring the four 
extremely valuable pieces of silver from 
London to Oxford was achieved by a 
combination of meticulous planning and 
split-second timekeeping together with the 
services of highly skilled operatives. 
 

Helen Wild.   
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Mystery House No. 3 answer (from Page 19)  Cromhamstone 
 
This large Victorian house, with 
extensive gardens and orchards,  was 
built in the 1880s and named after 
Cromwell, Hamden and Gladstone, on 
the site of former orchards, between 
Peartree Villa opposite the school and 
the semidetatched houses now nos 6 
and 8 Oxford Road. In 1910 a large 
billiard room was built on at the back - 
we do have the approved plans for this 
– including the ground plan of this 
substantial house. 
   

After WWI Mr and Mrs John Porter lived in the house for about 50 years. Mrs Porter 
was from the Scottish Grant’s Whisky family. John Porter was head of the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Food for Bucks during WWII and later principal of Hamden Hall. 
The Porters were childless but were interested in all the local children – Peter 
Roads, one of our founder members, remembered enjoying children’s’ parties there 
in the ‘20s and ‘30s. After the war John and Barbara Hickman, late of Calley Farm, 
were invited to bridge sessions, dinner parties and other entertainments for the 
younger people in the village. Mrs Porter had a housekeeper and a cook, and the 

dinners were “good but plain – roasts and 
steamed pudding served on Wedgewood china in 
the dark panelled dining room”.  
 

Haggis was sent from Edinburgh for Burns night 
suppers. There was a panelled hall and staircase, 
a large cosy lounge, and a book-lined study.  
 

During the war, Mrs Porter helped with 
entertaining evacuee children in the village as well 
as prisoners from the Hartwell Camp and soldiers 
billeted at Hartwell. After the war she was for 
some time Chairman of the Stone Women’s 
Institute. 
 

After Mrs Porter died in the mid-1970s her husband retired to Scotland. He left 
Cromhamstone to Bucks County Council, hopefully for use as a library, but they 
sold it to developers, and it was demolished in the late 1970s, leaving only a 
puzzling name to remember it by. Its neighbours, Peartree Villa and 6 and 8 Oxford 
Road (c1850) are still there. In 1903 a Miss Slater was listed in the local directory 
as living at Cromhamstone.  In 1911 only the chauffeur and his wife were in 
residence. 
Stone Local History Group  
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A message from the PACE charity: 
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Parish and other websites 
 

Church https://stonedintonhartwell.com/ 

Stone with Bishopstone and Hartwell 
Parish Council 

http://www.sbhpc.org/ 

Jubilee Pavilion http://www.sbhpc.org/Jubilee-

Pavilion/Jubilee-Pavilion-Home 

Dinton with Ford and Upton Parish 
Council 

https://www.dinton.org/  

Dinton News https://www.dinton.info/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benefice Website https://www.wychertvale.org/ 

Oxford Diocese (The Church of England 
serving the people of Oxfordshire, 
Berkshire and Buckinghamshire) 

https://www.oxford.anglican.org/ 

Church of England https://www.churchofengland.org/ 

 
 

Pearson Insurance Services 

in Cuddington  
Sandra and Corran are here to help you during these difficult times 

 

01844 260936 
 

Free insurance and advice for business and individuals 
 

❖ Claims 

❖ New policies 

❖ Adjustments to existing policies    

❖ General advice 

  

including Business, Home and Contents, Landlords, Motor, Health 

www.pearson-insurance.co.uk 
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority under reference 304393 

sandra@pearson-insurance.co.uk 
corran@pearson-insurance.co.uk 

 
 
  

https://stonedintonhartwell.com/
http://www.sbhpc.org/
http://www.sbhpc.org/Jubilee-Pavilion/Jubilee-Pavilion-Home
http://www.sbhpc.org/Jubilee-Pavilion/Jubilee-Pavilion-Home
https://www.dinton.org/
https://www.dinton.info/
https://www.wychertvale.org/
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/
https://www.churchofengland.org/
http://www.pearson-insurance.co.uk/
mailto:sandra@pearson-insurance.co.uk
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Pickup & Scott - A Specialist Local Firm 

Immigration 

We can help with nationality applications, immigration advice and asylum 
cases. 

Mental Health Law 

We have many years of experience in advising in all matters relating to 
Mental Health Law.  

Crime and Prison law 

We can assist with motoring offences, police investigations and court 
proceedings. We also advise on parole hearings.  

Wills, Probate and Power of Attorney 

Wills, Trust and Probate provide a means of preparing for what lies ahead.  

6 Bourbon St, Aylesbury HP20 2RR Telephone: 01296 397794 

Appointments: reception@pickupandscott.co.uk

http://www.pickupandscott.co.uk/contact/
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The Garden Shop is now open again for business, the  
Ornamental Gardens are open to visit and take away food is  

available from the Tea Shop! 
If you are fit and well and not in a high risk group, you  

would be very welcome to visit. 
 

For further details on the social distancing measures that have been put 
in place to help look after your own safety and that of our staff please 

visit www.waterperrygardens.co.uk 
 

Thank you for helping us all stay safe. 
Keep an eye on our website for further updates. 

We hope to see you again very soon! 
 

Waterperry Gardens, Nr Wheatley, Oxford, OX33 1LA 
 

www.waterperrygardens.co.uk 

  

 

Day Trips in the UK & Europe by Coach 
 

Stay safe.  
 

We look forward to welcoming you all 

back on board soon. 
 

www.mottsholidays.com         01296 336666 
 

http://www.waterperrygardens.co.uk/
http://www.waterperrygardens.co.uk/
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VILLAGE ENVIRONMENTAL 

SERVICES 

Proprietor: Dennis Cook 

 

BLOCKED DRAINS CLEARED 

REASONABLE RATES 

NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR EVENING, WEEKEND OR 

BANK HOLIDAY CALL-OUTS 

24 HOUR POLlTE, COURTEOUS SERVICE_ 

C.C.T.V. DRAIN SURVEYS 

 

9am-6pm 

Tel: 07850 635 844 

 

All other times 

01296 624221 

Full Public Liability Insurance 

 
DOMESTIC DRAIN SERVICE 
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ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A 
VENUE 

FOR YOUR GROUP/MEETING/ 
CHILDREN’S PARTY 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LOOK NO FURTHER! 
 

The Chapel Hall is available 
for hire at very reasonable 

rates 
Electric cooker/kettles/cutlery/ 

crockery all on site. 
Please contact Sue Spinks on 

01296 748369 
royandsue1@btinternet.com 
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WINDMILL SERVICES 

 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

AND 

General Building Work 
 

Telephone 01844 279519 
 

FREEPHONE 0800 7837194 
 

Email: windmill2@btinternet.com 
Website: www.windmill-services.co.uk 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

C 
 

Beauty Treatments 
 include: 

 

Jessica GELeration 
A manicure or pedicure that can last up 

to 2 weeks 

Over 180 colours 
Over 50 Colour Changing Gels 

 

Manicures & Pedicures 
including standard, deluxe & Thai 

 
 

Hydrotherm Massage, Swedish 
Body Massage, Indian Head 

Massage 
Body Waxing – Male & Female 

Male Manicures & Pedicures 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Kuticle @ Starbank House, Stars Lane, 

Dinton HP17 8UL   www.kuticle.com 
debbie@kuticle.com[ 

 

 

Call Debbie today to make an 

appointment 07740 348479 
 

 
 

 
 

Please check with the 
advertisers in this 

magazine if they are 
operating and 

providing services 
during the Coronavirus 

situation.   
 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:debbie@kuticle.com
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STONE VILLAGE HALL 
50 Oxford Road, Stone  HP17 8PB 
 
 

 

This large, well-equipped hall with 
stage, kitchen and committee room 
in the centre of Stone is available 
for single or regular lettings 
 
 

Suitable for meetings, events,  
parties and receptions 
Disabled access 
 

For information and bookings telephone 01296 748279 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Please mention the Parish Church & Community News when 
contacting any of our advertisers 

 
 

 

 
 
 
      PC and Laptop Repairs 

Telephone 01296 823009 
We are a local company with 30 years’ experience. 

We can service/repair your PC or Laptop without affecting your 
Manufacturer’s Warranty. 

Visiting us to drop off or collect computers, is by appointment only. 

 

Computer Running Slow? 

Computer will not start? 

Virus or popups? 

Strange messages or Toolbars? 

Email Hacked? 

Replacement or Upgrade advice? 

Still located in 
Bishopstone! 

We are still open 
during the 

Coronavirus 
pandemic. But 

extra quarantine 
processes are in 

place. 
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Bartlett's 
Residential Home 

A beautiful Victorian country house set in over 

18 acres of tranquil park and gardens 

Individuals and couples, those wishing to make a home here 

and those wanting a shorter stay are all welcome. 

Highly qualified and caring staff to look after your every need. 

 

Excellent facilities for recreational 

activities, therapies and companionship. 

Award winning chef who uses local produce. 

Intimate and welcoming offering 

you a little bit extra. 

Part of the Peverel Court group of care homes. 

Tel: Mibell Hernandez on 01296 747000     

Email: mibell@bartlettscare.co.uk 

www.peverelcourt.co.uk 

Peverel Court, Portway Road, Stone, Bucks, HP17 8RP 
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T & B 
Private Hire 

 
 

01844 261116 
Mob: 07831882694 

Email: 
trevorjbailey@googlemail.com 

 
 

Air Conditioned Cars/MPVs 
for Airport Transfers 

Special Events, Theatres 
Touring, Sight Seeing, 

Weddings 
or any other special occasion 

 

 

Ric Lee 
“Handyman” 

 
General House Maintenance 

Painting and Decorating 
Flat Pack Furniture Assembly 

Bespoke shelving, cupboards and 
storage units built and fitted to 

your specification 
 

Tel: 01296 749044 
Mob: 07831 658909 

 
 
 
   

 

JUBILEE PAVILION 
W W W . J U B I L E E P A V I L I O N . C O . U K  

 

 
• Great venue for village activities, fund raising events,  

•  parties and groups. 

• Includes a well-equipped kitchen with cooker and fridge.  

• Changing rooms with hot showers for recreational hire.  

• Car park with easy access. 
For availability and booking enquiries contact Angela 

Email: clerk@sbhpc.org or visit 
https://www.sbhpc.org/Jubilee-Pavilion/Jubilee-Pravilion-Home 

 

http://www.jubileepavilion.co.uk/
mailto:clerk@sbhpc.org


 

 

Across the fields at Hartwell 
June 2020 

 

 
 


