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WYCHERT VALE BENEFICE CONTACTS 
 

Benefice Rector 
 

Revd Cassa Messervy 

Associate Rector 
Revd 

Canon  
Dr Phil 
Groves 

 

7, Badgers Rise 
Stone Aylesbury 
HP17 8RR 

 
Tel: 01296 748 390 
Email: drphilgroves@gmail.com 

Curate 
Revd Nigel Featherston 

Greenwood,  
New Road,  
Dinton, HP17 8UT 

 

Tel: 01296 747454         
Email: nfeatherston@btinternet.com 

 

Treasurer 
 

 

Currently vacant. 

For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals  

please contact the Parish Administrator at the  
Benefice office St Mary’s Centre Station Road Haddenham Aylesbury HP17 8AJ 

or email office@wychertvale.org  or  office@haddenhamstmarys.org 

St John the Baptist, Stone 
Eryl Morgan 
Churchwarden 

101 Baker Street 
Waddesdon,  
HP18 0LQ 

 
07784 869430 
Eryl.Morgan@stonedintonhartwell.com 

Clive Corbould 
Churchwarden 

 
07752 541634 
corbouldclive@gmail.com 

St Peter and St Paul, Dinton 
 

Rosemary Jackson 
Churchwarden 

 

Innisfree, New 
Road, Dinton, HP17 
8UT 

 

01296 748655    
jacksonrj@btinternet.com  

 

Neil Chudley 
Churchwarden 

  

01296 748277 
neil.chudley@stonedintonhartwell.com 

St Michael & All Angels, Aston Sandford 
 

Marilynne Morgan 
Hon Treasurer 
 

  
4mam.morgan@gmail.com 

 

David Peck 
Churchwarden. 
 

20 Wykeham Gate, 
Haddenham, 
Aylesbury, Bucks. 
HP17 8DF 

 
01844 292110 
suepeck@waitrose.com 

Nick Morgan 
Churchwarden  
 

 01844 291217  
4nick.morgan@gmail.com  

 

Front Cover: ‘Keeping the cowslips natural’ by John Horn 

mailto:office@haddenhamstmarys.org
mailto:Eryl.Morgan@stonedintonhartwell.com
mailto:jacksonrj@btinternet.com
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Parish News 
 

 
He gives strength to the weary 
and increases the power of the weak, 
and young men stumble and fall, 
but those who hope in the LORD 
will renew their strength. 
 
Isaiah 40 
 

 
Editorial 
 
By coincidence there are several stories this month about restoration and 
renewal. They are both about work carried in our local churches. One is 
from the Nineteenth Century and the other more recently. They remind us 
that everything (and everyone) changes and needs renewal. Many of us will 
miss out on holidays this year or at least enjoy them differently. The 
message of these verses is one of renewal.  
 
Thanks to the photographers who have sent in excellent pictures. I like the 
colours on the one on the front cover and the feeling of strength, reliability, 
craftsmanship and gentleness it gives. Please carry on sending your 
photos. We plan to have a reader ballot on which picture is best, later in the 
year.   
  

 
 

Parish & Community News : News team 
Editor: David Pickup  01296 748170    david@pickupandscott.co.uk 
Editorial: Carole Fryer 01296 748538    carole.e.fryer@outlook.com 
Advertising: Sue Unwin 07760 177599    sunwin1958@hotmaill.com 
IT Producer: Heather Harris    07766 086280   hevsharris@aol.com 
Distributor:      Fiona Rysdale     01296 747663   therysdales@live.co.uk 
Parish News is a community magazine for the residents of Stone, Dinton, Ford, Upton, 
Bishopstone, Hartwell and Aston Sandford. We welcome news, announcements by societies and 

clubs, and articles on local and other issues. We do not charge for charities or personal notices such 
as weddings, baptisms or acknowledgments and welcome advertising by local businesses. 
  

mailto:carole.e.fryer@outlook
mailto:hevsharris@aol.com
mailto:therysdales@live.co.uk
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Parish Services and Calendar  
 

 

July 2021 
 

St John  
the Baptist 

Stone* 
 

St Peter & 
Paul 

Dinton* 

Stone 
Methodist 
Chapel ** 

St 
Michael 

& All 
Angels 
Aston 

Sandford 
Sunday 4 July 
Trinity 5 
 
 

10.30am 
Family 
Service 

10.00am 
Holy 

Communion 

11.00am 
Worship 

 

Sunday 11 July 
Trinity 6 
 
 

10.30am 
Holy 

Communion 

6.00pm 
Parish 

Evensong 

11.00am 
Worship 

 

Sunday 18 July 
Trinity 7 
 
 

9.00am 
Mattins 

10.00am 
Morning 
Worship 

10.30am 
Morning 
Worship 

11.00am 
Worship 

11.00am 
Open air 
service 
(weather 

permitting) 

Sunday 25 July 
Trinity 8 
 
 

10.30am 
Holy 

Communion 

 11.00am 
Worship 

 

Sunday 1 August 

Trinity 9 
 

10.30 
Family 
Service 

10.00am 
Holy 

Communion 

11.00am 
Worship 

 

 For current Covid compliance and 
any service changes, please see 
the website and notices at the 
churches 

** Please call 
01296 748369 
in advance of 
services to be 
sure of a 
socially 
distanced seat 
at the Chapel. 

 

 

 

Electoral Roll 
 
The revision of the Church Electoral Roll is being prepared for 2021, if you would like your 
name to be added to the Roll, please apply for an application form, which will also list the 
criteria needed to join. 
If you are already on the Roll and wish to come off, please let us know. 
 
For more information on the above please telephone Delya James on 01296 747671 
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Rector’s Letter - Extraordinary Time 

 
Trinity Sunday marked the move in the 
Church’s seasons to the rather blandly named 
‘Ordinary Time’ which is linked with the colour 
green and is therefore also known as ‘green 
time’ or ‘growing time’. This season lasts until 
Advent Sunday. Of course, this year this 
season will be quite different to previous years 
as we hopefully start the process of recovery 
from the pandemic whilst still living with some 
level of uncertainty. Our Bishops have sent us 
a message about this season which they are 
renaming ‘Extraordinary Time’ 
 

‘How will we navigate this next period of our life together? The Church calls this 
period ordinary time, but the next six months must be far more! We need them to 
be an extraordinary time of gentle regathering, of determined rebuilding, of God 
rekindling fire in our hearts, of nursing our communities back to health, of rebirth 
for our church, and of God calling many people to new ministries and faith. 
 

For ordinary time to be an extraordinary time, we will need to remember to pray 
each day, Come, Holy Spirit, and invite God by his Spirit to breathe God’s life into 
all we do together.  So we want rename this season this year. As bishops, we want 
to look back when we get to Advent and say: well that really was an extraordinary 
time, when the Church regathered and moved forward in mission. Look at how far 
we have come. Look at the fruits of the Spirit’s work. Who would have believed it 
back in May? The people of God across this whole diocese are amazing – but God 
is more wonderful and amazing still.’ 
 

Cassa   

 

 
 

 

Planning an event?   
 

With restrictions beginning to ease in the coming months, 
 if you’re planning a community event later this year that you’d like to include 

in the Parish & Community News please get in touch and we’ll reserve  
space for you. 

 

Contact details on page 3 
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Mystery Building (No 15 In The Series) 
 

Where was this local business?  (Answer on page20) 
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Letter from Aston Sandford 
 

The Redecoration Project 2020 
 

At the Annual Parish Meeting (APM) of 2013 it was agreed that the redecoration, and 
attendant repairs, of Aston Sandford Church was long overdue, and that a fundraising 
project should start in earnest.   The project, proposed to be of 5 - 7 years duration, was 
quickly established and agreed with the Deanery Treasurer.  The original scope was 
later revised to take account of repairs recommended in a quinquennial visit, and the 
need to redo the external woodwork, last done in 1994-5. 
 

The interior of the church had not been painted since 1988: on that occasion the 
redecoration had been done by a young team from the Manpower Services Commission 
(MSC) who undertook the job as part of the team’s training, the cost being materials 
only which, according to the APM minutes for 1988, amounted to about £100.  As the 
costs never appeared in the Church accounts it must be assumed that the materials 
were generously donated. Apparently our church had been on MSC’s waiting list for 
some time, and MSC had a good reputation for such work.  They did indeed do  a 
remarkably good job, even succeeding in sealing a large crack in the chancel which had 
gaped for years and which has never reopened.   
 

I have looked back at Church accounts before 1988, and the only reference I can find 
to any payment for redecoration or paint is in the 1951 accounts which show that £66 
was paid to Mr R C Clarke for decoration to the interior of the church (a Mrs Clarke had 
been the principal church organist since at least 1933). However there is a reference in 
the 1988 minutes to redecoration in 1963, and in the accounts for that year there are 
two payments for church repairs amounting to over £500. 
 

So what fundraising did we undertake?  In order to raise funds for major repairs in the 
1990s (and indeed to give us some reserves)  we had organised three highly popular 
craft fairs with valuations of antiques, silver and jewellery, together with refreshments.   
None of us felt up to that so this time we held a range of small events such as church 
open days to show off Harvest Festival decorations;  Pasture Farm held a highly 
successful Lambing Day in support of the fund; I have run a continuous book sale since 
the start of the project. We redoubled our efforts to support the Buckinghamshire 
Historic Churches Trust annual Ride and Stride event and, thanks to dedicated sitters 
and energetic cyclists, raised over £2000 for our church from 2013 onwards.  But most 
of the money raised came from generous donations, legacies and gift aid refunds.  
 

By the beginning of 2020 we considered we had sufficient funds to get estimates for the 
total redecoration of the church and repairs, internal and external, mostly to stonework. 
In January 2020 some partial replastering was carried out.  Closure of the church in 
March in the first lockdown gave us the perfect opportunity to get quotations for the 
stonework repairs and redecoration so that the work could be done when circumstances 
allowed.  The Churchwardens prepared detailed specification and tender documents. 
In response, we were fortunate to receive three detailed costed proposals. Based on 
which we were able to select contactor to carry out the work.  We also needed to get 
clearance for the colour of the paint used, to make sure it was the same colour as it was 
before, a last minute wrinkle which had not been foreseen! 
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The chosen contractors, both proved to the excellent were locally based Mick 
Simmonds, and JG Restorations. The external decoration work, and the work by JG 
Restorations on some of the internal stone work, were carried out in late summer.  The 
internal work by Mick Simmonds was booked for December, so as soon as the second 
lockdown ended a party of helpers was organised into a socially distanced chain gang 
to take out all the contents which the churchwardens and wives had carefully packed 
up for safe storage in the village.   The work was completed before Christmas, not long 
before the third lockdown.    
 
Sadly we cannot currently use the church for our monthly services because of the 
strictures of social distancing, so few of us have been privileged to see the internal 
results, but I can assure everyone that those of us who have seen it are thrilled with 
such excellent workmanship, carried out with so much care. As I write the church 
remains empty, and is yet to have its final clean.   But we can look forward to a 
dedication service, hopefully in the summer. 
 
A video of the work taken by Mick Simmonds is available at: 
https://youtu.be/FIt28fpul4k  
 
Marilynne A Morgan 
Treasurer, Aston Sandford Church 
 
A selection of pictures is on the following pages, all by David Peck 

 

    
Covered in scaffolding, August 2020  Completion – December 2020 

https://youtu.be/FIt28fpul4k
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An example of before…….                                            And after 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

The working party, December 2020  
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July Gardening Notes 
 

One can only hope for decent gardening weather this month, 
following some unhelpful weather conditions so far this year.  
Roses now over their “first flush” need attention.   All need trimming 
up after flowering, given some fertiliser and a possible spray 
against pests, and will soon being to flower again. 
 
Apple, pears and plum trees may need some more thinning if there 
are still too many small fruitlets.  Certainly, now with the trend for 
smaller trees it is possible to manage them more efficiently and get 
much better-quality fruit.          
 
Lawns made a slow start into growth this Spring, but as usual nature seems to average 
things out.  Certainly, once the grass began to grow it made up for lost time.   Although 
now if we have the very hot weather we usually get this time of the year, raise the height 
of the cut. Make sure all plants growing in hanging baskets and containers are kept 
well-watered, as it amazing how quickly they tend to dry out.  
 
There is still time to sow carrots, beetroot and lettuce.   Beetroot can be left in the ground 
until needed as they are very hardy.   Carrots can also be left, although as with parsnips 
it does very much depend on the badger population.    
 
Now of course is the time of the year when many people’s favourite vegetable is in 
season.   Make sure to pick them regularly, don’t let the pods grow old.   
 

PS 
 

 

Parish Giving Scheme 
 

Our local churches are funded by local people.  Supporting the churches financially is 
important to enable the work of the church team and also to maintain the fabric of the 

church buildings. 
 

We encourage you to join the network of local regular financial supporters by joining the 
Parish Giving Scheme.  You can set up a monthly Direct Debit instruction for a 

donation to your nominated church (it can be done anonymously) and can be managed 
like any other Direct Debit - it can then be changed or cancelled at your discretion.  

 

The PGS scheme is administratively efficient for the church. The full donation is remitted 
promptly to the church and also, if you are tax payer, the church will be paid the gift aid 

tax on your donation. 
 

For more information and to support the local 
churches financially please visit the Parish Giving 

Scheme site  www.parishgiving.org.uk  
or speak to a churchwarden or member of the PCC.  

 

 
  

http://www.parishgiving.org.uk/
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How lovely is your dwelling place  
 

In the Nineteenth Century many churches were “restored” with varying results. On 
27th April 1844 the Bucks Herald reported on Stone Church celebrating its 
reopening after a restoration and new pews being fitted. There were two church 
services, at the morning Rev H Alford Rector of Aston Sandford preached on 2 
Chronicles 6 v 18 But will God really dwell on earth with humans? The heavens, 
even the highest heavens, cannot contain you. How much less this temple I have 
built. In the afternoon Rev A Isham Rector of Weston Turville preached on Psalm 
84 v 1  
 

How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord Almighty! My soul yearns, even faints, for 
the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh cry out. For the living God. 
 

The restoration had cost £500.00 of which £180 was raised on local rates to be 
repaid over ten years. At the morning service there was collection of £ 22 1d and 
in the afternoon £20 13/13. 
 

The Vicar of Stone was Rev J B Reade who had contributed £50.00 himself, the 
Church Building Society paid £40 and churchwarden Mr Pulver £5.00 and 
churchwarden Mr Monk £3.00. The total bill of £500.00 is about £64,000.00 today. 
The fact that some of the money was paid for out of the local rates i.e. public funds 
would surprise us today.  
 

About thirty years later it was Dinton church’s turn. The accounts for the restoration 
of Dinton church were published on 18th May 1872 by the Bucks Herald. 
Subscriptions had raised of £1,430 3d. The costs included paying for a licence to 
hold services at the schoolroom when the church was out of use because of the 
building work. Money was also spent levelling the churchyard. The accounts 
included the cost of kneeling cushions and service books. There was a shortfall of 
just over £93.00 and the local squire Mr Goodall agreed to pay £50.00 provided the 
rest was paid. The provision of kneelers and service books may suggest a change 
in worship styles and possibly there were frequent communion services and the 
congregation participated more.  
 

More restoration was required at Stone and 
on 30th June 1883 the Bucks Herald 
reported there had been a village garden 
party held at Stone vicarage held over two 
days which included the sale of fancy and 
useful goods, a refreshment tent, and 
concert by the local asylum band. The sum 
of £70.00 was raised on the first day 
despite rain. The proposed work included 
restoration of the tower, south transept and 
south porch.  
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The total cost would be £2,500.00 plus £180.00 for work on the bells. The architect 
was J P St Aubyn and the builders Taylor and Grist. £915.00 paid or promised and 
£220.00 was available from grants leaving £1,365 to be found. £2,300.00 would be 
about £330,000.00 now.  
 
It was not until 9th August 1890 that the Herald report the reopening after restoration 
of the nave and aisle and installation of a new church clock installed; the gift of Mrs 
Bartlett of Peverell Court in memory of her husband. The clock was made by 
Benson, the Queen’s clock maker. The working parts were made of brass. The four 
dials made of copper painted black and the pendulum is seven feet long.  
 

The day of celebrations started 
with a “merry peal” of bells at 5 am 
by men on their way to work and 8 
am Holy Communion at which 31 
people attended.  The restoration 
involved a new roof and the 
original stonework was exposed 
by removal of plaster. The 
architect had done his initial report 
in 1879 and work did not start until 
1883 when a committee formed. 
The porch was added and in 1888 
the font was moved to its present 
place and put on a stone plinth.  

 
This was a significant re-ordering. Moving the font meant a vestry could be provided 
and once there was a vestry the choir could change into their vestments in private. 
At the time there was a choir of 8 men and boys. A small organ was installed in 
1888 in chancel. In 1887 money was raised for the gates and steps near the Oxford 
Road which were put in in 1888.  
 
Most of the money had been raised by collections sales of work and subscriptions.  
The Rothschild family were also generous benefactors. The day ended with a 
service at 6 pm presided by Bishop of Reading at which the asylum band played. 
The church was still raising money for restoration the following year. 
 
Styles and practices in worship change in response to the needs of the 
congregation. I find it interesting to know when changes were made and learn about 
the people who gave so much time and generously supported the church. Raising 
money for projects like this needed careful planning and involved the whole 
community.  
 
We are still raising money today for repairs and restoration.    
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Haddenham Virtual Gardens Visits 

 
Enjoy the unique 

opportunity to visit six of 
Haddenham’s hidden 

gardens from the comfort 
of your own home. 

 

The gardens can be viewed by searching YouTube (or if you’re reading a digital 
issue of the magazine, by clicking here on: Haddenham Virtual Gardens Tours .) 
You can access these filmed gardens as a taster for our Open Gardens on 

12th September where you can visit more gardens. 

If you enjoy the virtual visits and would like to make a donation please visit our 
JustGiving page which raises funds for the Florence Nightingale Hospice: 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/haddenham-community-support-group 

For more information email fnhcsg@gmail.com 
or contact Sue Peck 01844 292110 

 

Why not join in the Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity 
‘NOT THE MIDNIGHT WALK’ event on Saturday 10th July 

 

The Midnight Walk is a long-standing and major fundraiser for the hospice Charity, 
and with fundraising events so badly disrupted over the past year, we really hope 
our community will get back behind us and hit the streets, lanes, paths and 
countryside to raise the thousands of pounds we need to fund local hospice care. 
We need to raise £2,470 each and every day to run all of our hospice services, 
caring for patients and their families, both at our Hospice and in their homes. 
 

Visit https://www.fnhospice.org.uk/events/notthemidnightwalk2021/ for details. 

  

 

Haddenham Community  
Support Group 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfEk4UdyHR85UiC09LkA8tw
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/haddenham-community-support-group
mailto:fnhcsg@gmail.com
https://www.fnhospice.org.uk/events/notthemidnightwalk2021/
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Simply Walk in Stone, Haddenham & Dinton 
 
We’re back & ready… 
To Simply Walk for an hour or so in the countryside 
Group numbers are restricted, so you will need to LOOK 
For the venues below at 
www.bookwhen.com/simplywalk 
Where there are walk dates/details and how to BOOK 
A place on our walks throughout the year from: 
 
Methodist Chapel, Eythrope Road – STONE 
Wednesday: 14th & 28th July 
 
Bradmoor Farm (rear) car park, Stanbridge Road – 
HADDENHAM 
Wednesday: 21st July 
 
Seven Stars PH, New Road – DINTON 
Wednesday: 7th July 
 
We meet in the morning for 10.30 
It’s friendly, fun and free 
We’re still not quite back yet, to normality 
When it comes to the coffee or tea! 
 
Walking for Health with Simply Walk 
For details visit www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/simply-
walk 
Or call Fiona Broadbent on 01494 475367. 

 
 

Collection for Christian Aid 
 

Thank you to all who donated to Christian Aid or supported the 
Ploughmans Takeaway Lunch bags in May. 
 
£783.29 was raised from donations and £326 from 
Ploughmans Takeaway Lunch bags. 
 
Many, many thanks to all those who contributed so generously and to those 
who delivered the envelopes.  

 

 
 

http://www.bookwhen.com/simplywalk
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.buckinghamshire.gov.uk%2Fsimply-walk&data=04%7C01%7C%7C2233d617d9424fda44b508d912d49bed%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637561526615430848%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=GKw7nqlzDd2kWmXOa5PB7Kf2bTsbc8zDSRjQs9qSDo8%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.buckinghamshire.gov.uk%2Fsimply-walk&data=04%7C01%7C%7C2233d617d9424fda44b508d912d49bed%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637561526615430848%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=GKw7nqlzDd2kWmXOa5PB7Kf2bTsbc8zDSRjQs9qSDo8%3D&reserved=0
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DUE TO COVID RESTRICTIONS,  

WE HAVE LIMITED INSIDE SEATING  
AND A TAKE-AWAY SERVICE.   
PLEASE COME AND JOIN US 

 
 

SATURDAY 3RD JULY 
JUBILEE PAVILION 

STONE RECREATION GROUND 
10.00am – 12.00pm 

 
 

RUN BY ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH, STONE 
THE LOCAL CHURCH IN THE COMMUNITY, SERVING  

THE COMMUNITY 
 

(NO CHARGE FOR REFRESHMENTS, BUT DONATIONS ARE WELCOME)  
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Independence Day  
Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness. 
 
It could be argued that Independence Day should be celebrated on 2nd July not 4th July.  
The declaration of independence occurred on July 2, when the Second Continental 
Congress voted to approve a resolution of independence.  After voting for 
independence, Congress approved the Declaration of Independence, a statement 
explaining this decision, two days later on July 4. A day earlier, John Adams had written 
to his wife Abigail: 
 
The second day of July 1776, will be the most memorable epoch in the history of 
America. I am apt to believe that it will be celebrated by succeeding generations as the 
great anniversary festival. It ought to be commemorated as the day of deliverance, by 
solemn acts of devotion to God Almighty. It ought to be solemnized with pomp and 
parade, with shows, games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and illuminations, from one 
end of this continent to the other, from this time forward forever more.  

 

He was right that it would be celebrated but on the 4th not the 2nd. By  coincidence, 
Thomas Jefferson and John Adams, the only two signatories of the Declaration of 
Independence later to serve as presidents of the United States, both died on the same 
day: July 4, 1826, which was the 50th anniversary of the Declaration.  
 
We do not have a national day like most countries. However they are marking 
independence –usually from us. We should not feel too bad about it because the 
Founding Fathers got most of their ideas from us as well. They wanted to share in the 
same rights and liberty they saw in the mother country. America celebrates its new 
nationhood and the founding principles of liberty and respect for individual rights. Their 
freedom is the permanent kind…unless they change their minds! It is not too late.  
 
Happy Independence Day! 

 
 
 
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life,_Liberty_and_the_pursuit_of_Happiness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Continental_Congress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Continental_Congress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lee_Resolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Declaration_of_Independence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Adams
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abigail_Adams
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_the_United_States
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SUBSCRIPTIONS CO-ORDINATOR REQUIRED 
 
The magazine editorial group would like to recruit someone to assist with 
increasing the total subscriptions collected and identify areas where we might 
increase readership.  
 
We meet once a month and sometimes between meetings would be required 
to collate data.  
 
The magazine has a print run of over 500 and we are keen to increase 
readership and revenue.  
 
To express an interest or for more information, please contact David 
Pickup on 01296 748170 or david@pickupandscott.co.uk. 
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News From Chapel Hill 
Stone Methodist Chapel 
 

Eythrope Road, Stone  HP17 8PH 
Minister: Revd. Keith Edwards 
Tel: 01296 423363 
ulysee798@gmail.com 
Village contact: Mrs. Sue Spinks 
Clowesbourne, Upton, HP17 8UA 
royandsue1@btinternet.com   

 

The Chapel with heart, at the heart of the village 
 

There is a WORSHIP SERVICE each Sunday @ 11 am 
held adhering to current social distancing rules. 

Please contact Sue Spinks [details above] for week by week details  
 

We continue to pray weekly for village friends.    
During July and following an alphabetical list of village streets we will pray for the 

families of: Corn Close, Cottage Grounds, Creslow Way and Cromhamstone 
Please leave any prayer requests in the letter box on the Chapel porch, 

anonymous if you prefer. 
* * * * * * * 

July is the month in which we celebrate SEA SUNDAY, remembering all those 
who ‘go down to the sea in ships’  especially those who earn their living ‘on the 
great waters’.    
 

This has been a particularly hard year for the many thousands of seafarers who 
work at sea in commercial traffic, the huge container ships plying the oceans 
between the continents.   They have had to quarantine as we all have but for 
them this means that many have not been able to go ashore at all, let alone visit 
their homes and families.   The curtailment of commerce has meant loss of 

earnings, too. 
 

The Mission to Seafarers works in over 200 ports in 50 countries, providing help, 
support and pastoral care for the 1.5 million crew who face danger every day to 
keep to global economy afloat. 
 

You may like to use the Seafarers’ Prayer during this month: 
Eternal Father, strong to save, 
   we pray for those who go down to the sea in ships, 
   whose business takes them upon great waters - 
   protect them in body, mind and spirit; 
   bless those far from home and missing their families. 
   We pray for good relationships on board and fair treatment by those in authority. 
   We pray for the Mission to Seafarers in its caring and pastoral work. 
In the Name of Him who stilled the storm on Galilee.    AMEN  

mailto:ulysee798@gmail.com
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And here is the Seafarers’ version of PSALM 23 
 

The Lord’s my Pilot, I’ll not drift across the waters dark; 
He lights my way, ‘mid channels deep, He safely steers my barque. 

He keeps my log, He guides me by the pole star of His love, 
For His Name’s sake my voyage end will bring me safe above. 
Yea though I sail ‘mid thunders loud and tempests on life’s sea, 

no danger will I dread, for Thou art ever near to me. 
The waves Thou dost with oil anoint, so calm my ship doth ride, 

sunlight and moonlight favour me, however rough the tide. 
A harbour Thou has made for me on the eternal shore, 
There I will rest, within the port of Heaven for evermore. 

 

 
 

 
Covid-19 has had a devastating impact on so many 
people, and it’s tested us in ways we never expected. 
But for many of us, it has also bought us closer 
together. Closer to our families and to our 
communities.  
 
As a country we aren’t always great at saying thank you 

to each other. But this year, we want to be part of changing  that. To choose one day 
where we all pause to say thank you to each other. To remember what binds us together, 
not  just what pushes us apart.  
 
We all have different people to thank, from family members to key workers, good 
neighbours to volunteers.  
 
So please join us with your friends, neighbours and communities in taking part in the 
country’s first ever national Thank You Day on the 4th of July. And let’s say thank you 
together. 
 
www.thankyouday.org.uk 

  

https://d.docs.live.net/3b9bd1c57d91f175/Documents/Parish%20Church%20%5e0%20Community%20News/Sue's%20Issues/June%202021/www.thankyouday.org.uk
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Answer to Mystery Building No 15  (from page 6) 
62 Oxford Road, boot and shoemakers and cobblers shop 

 
This is Stone shoemaker, John Harris, in front of 
his shop in about 1905. The cobbler’s shop was the 
top one of the two brick cottages, adjoining the 
County Arms – you can just see the sign on this old 
postcard from the early C20th, when John Henry 
Harris was the village Boot and Shoemaker. 
 
Harris was born in Towersey in 1853 and was 
apprenticed to a boot and shoemaker. In 1877 he 
married Catherine Hedges, an Aylesbury girl, at St 
John Baptist Church Stone, and set up his own 
business. They had seven children. John Harris 

was clerk to Stone Parish Council and a sidesman at the church. Catherine died in 
1921, John in 1932. They are both buried in Stone churchyard.  
 

Archie Newman, former postman, then took over the cobbling and shoemaking 
business – he was “the font of all local knowledge”.  Sue Spinks remembers him in 
his premises just below pavement level “Archie was said to recognise villagers from 
foot to knee – all he could see from his semi basement”. 
 

On the site, owned by the White family, 
were  the two houses facing the road, now 
no 62, another dwelling at the back, 
entered up the passageway, and two 
more cottages behind where the Arnotts 
and the Fowlers lived - these were 
damaged in a storm and demolished by 
the Whites, who cleared the site, removed 
the rear cottage and refurbished the rest 
in 1971-2, before it was sold as one 
property to present owners, George and 
Joan Lamb, in 1973. 
 
George Lamb remembers a visit about 20 years ago from John Harris’s great 
granddaughter, Ena, whose father and uncle from S Wales had stayed with their 
grandfather John Harris after their mother’s death in South Wales – “it was the 
happiest year of their lives”.  
 
With thanks to George Lamb and Brian White 
 

Stone Local History Group  
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SBHPC JULY 2021 COMMUNITY NEWS REPORT 
 

The new term for the Parish Council has begun, the number of members has 
dwindled with only six of the nine Councillors elected.  This year will see changes 
in the lifestyles of many inhabitants with more time to follow social and leisure 
activities, it is an area of rural habitat despite the intrusion of modernisation to the 
daily way of life.  Why not get involved, get your ideas or dreams for the local area 
put in place?  The Council has funding and grants are available for almost anything, 
so a new face with an idea or two and some time to help organise the Parish can 
be better for all. 
 

“Café in the Park” 
 

This monthly event next on the first Saturday July 3rd is open 10.00 - 12.00 in the 
Social Room of the Jubilee Pavilion HP17 8PD a large Car Park HP17 8RE with 
all the War Memorial Recreation Ground and Play Area available is a pleasant 
way to start the weekend with home cooked food and hot and cold refreshments 
available to order. It is a Covid safe environment with all necessary precautions in 
place, RUN BY ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH, STONE FOR THE 
COMMUNITY. There is no charge for refreshments but DONATIONS ARE 
WELCOME. 
 

Stone Village Pond 
 

It is the ideal spot to pause and appreciate all the hard 
work to the Stone Pond cleared of weeds and looking 
clean and clear, any ideas to improve this space so that 
it can be appreciated?  Are there more idyllic places 
that could be improved?  
 
 
 

Play around the Parish 
 

Let’s look forward to the two amazing days of Play in the Stone War Memorial 
Recreation Ground. The Parish Council have arranged for loads of fun and 
activities games and pastimes in the Recreation Ground It is FREE and Drinks will 
be available.  Two dates to remember 
July 23rd and August 13th. Timing is 09:00 to 13:00. 
  

STONE WITH BISHOPSTONE AND 
HARTWELL PARISH COUNCIL 

Your Council, Your Services, Your Parish 

Stone with Bishopstone & Hartwell Parish Council.  

Parish Clerk, Jubilee Pavilion, Oxford Road, Stone, Aylesbury, HP17 8PD 

Telephone 01296 698573 Mobile: 07557 519060.  E-mail clerk@sbhpc.org Web www.sbhpc.org 

mailto:clerk@sbhpc.org
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Clerk:  Mr Keith Gray JP, CiLCA, FSLCC 
 

Clerk’s Hm:  01296 - 291446    Disraeli House 
Clerk’s Office: 01296 – 422800   15 Disraeli Square 

Mobile:  07789-586594    Fairford Leys 
Email: keith.gray6@btopenworld.com   Aylesbury 
      Buckinghamshire HP19 7GS 

 

VACANCY 
 

Would you like to be a Parish Councillor for  
Dinton with Ford & Upton Parish? 

 
There is a position available and if you are interested in knowing what a parish 

councillor does, please contact the Clerk to the Council. 
You could also speak to one of the current parish councillors to gain an 

understanding of the role. 
 

If you are interested – send a letter of application to: 
Mr Keith Gray, Clerk to the Council 

 

 
MEETING DATES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL IN 2021  

  

 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE PARISH COUNCIL WILL MEET ON 
THE FOLLOWING DATES, AND TIMES SPECIFIED, IN THE VILLAGE HALL, DINTON. 

 

ANY COMMITTEE MEETINGS ARE NOTIFIED SEPARATELY BY AGENDA NOTICES. 
AGENDAS WILL BE PLACED ON THE NOTICE BOARDS & WEBSITE  

 

Meetings are scheduled to start at 7.30pm unless otherwise notified differently on 
the agenda 

 

Keith Gray, JP - CLERK TO THE COUNCIL 
 

       
13st July    12th October 
NO MEETING IN AUGUST  9th November 
14th September    14th December 

 
  

mailto:keith.gray6@btopenworld.com
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Pickup & Scott - A Specialist Local Firm 

Immigration 

We can help with nationality applications, immigration advice and asylum 
cases. 

Mental Health Law 

We have many years of experience in advising in all matters relating to 
Mental Health Law.  

Crime and Prison law 

We can assist with motoring offences, police investigations and court 
proceedings. We also advise on parole hearings.  

Wills, Probate and Power of Attorney 

Wills, Trust and Probate provide a means of preparing for what lies ahead.  

6 Bourbon St, Aylesbury HP20 2RR Telephone: 01296 397794 

Appointments: reception@pickupandscott.co.uk  

http://www.pickupandscott.co.uk/contact/
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2021 Day Trips Brochure is Out Now! 
www.mottsholidays.com            

01296 336666  

 

 
Festive 2021 & Spring 2022 dates on sale now! 

www.crusader-holidays.co.uk                                               

01296 336666 / 01255 425453 

 

                                         
 

July at Waterperry 
 

Outdoor Summer Screens – 8 till 10 July: A stunning venue,  beautiful 

sunsets, fantastic drinks, delicious food, friends, family, loved ones and of course, 
a stellar line up of the finest films, back on the big screen for some starlit movie 
action!  
 

Summer Holiday Trail - 9 July till 5 September: Family fun during the 

summer, enjoy exploring the ornamental gardens, using directions and clues, to 
find the characters! £3.00 per child with a prize (children must be accompanied by 
an adult for whom the garden entrance fee applies).  
 

Celebrating Ceramics - 16 till 18 July: Arts festival showcasing over 100 

diverse ceramic artists.  
 

The Secret Garden - 24 July: Brand new, family-friendly, dance adaptation of 

the best-selling novel by Frances Hodgson Burnett.  
 

For more information and booking details please visit  
www.waterperrygardens.co.uk 
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VILLAGE ENVIRONMENTAL 

SERVICES 

Proprietor: Dennis Cook 

 

BLOCKED DRAINS CLEARED 

REASONABLE RATES 

NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR EVENING, WEEKEND OR 

BANK HOLIDAY CALL-OUTS 

24 HOUR POLlTE, COURTEOUS SERVICE_ 

C.C.T.V. DRAIN SURVEYS 

 

9am-6pm 

Tel: 07850 635 844 

 

All other times 

01296 624221 

Full Public Liability Insurance 

 
DOMESTIC DRAIN SERVICE 
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ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A 
VENUE 

FOR YOUR GROUP/MEETING/ 
CHILDREN’S PARTY 

 
 

 
 
 

 
LOOK NO FURTHER! 

 

The Chapel Hall is available 
for hire at very reasonable 

rates 
Electric cooker/kettles/cutlery/ 

crockery all on site. 
Please contact Sue Spinks on 

01296 748369 
royandsue1@btinternet.com 
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WINDMILL SERVICES 

 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

AND 

General Building Work 
 

Telephone 01844 279519 
 

FREEPHONE 0800 7837194 
 

Email: windmill2@btinternet.com 
Website: www.windmill-services.co.uk 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
News-Direct 

 
Newspapers & magazines 

delivered to your door 
every morning. 

 
All newspaper accounts 

can be settled by 
debit/credit card by calling 

01844 291341 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.windmill-services.co.uk/
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STONE VILLAGE HALL 
50 Oxford Road, Stone  
HP17 8PB 
 

This large, well-equipped hall 
with stage, kitchen and 
committee room in the centre of 
Stone is available for single or 
regular lettings 
 

Suitable for meetings, events,  
parties and receptions 
Disabled access 
 

For information and bookings telephone 
01296 748279 
 

    

 

 
 
 

PC and Laptop Repairs 

Telephone 01296 823009 
We are a local company with 30 years’ experience. 

We can service/repair your PC or Laptop without affecting your 
 Manufacturer’s Warranty.. 

 
  

Computer Running Slow? 

Computer will not start? 

Have you been scammed? 

Have you been called about a 
computer problem? 

Replacement or Upgrade advice? 

21 Years in 
Bishopstone! 

Our Annual 
Service helps to 

keep your 
Laptop healthy 

and you get free 
monitored 

Internet Security 
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T&B Private Hire 
01844 261116 

07831 882694 
trevorjbailey@googlemail.com 

 

Air-conditioned cars and MPVs 

available for all occasions.   

For details of rates and availability, 

please get in touch. 

 

  
 
 

 

Ric Lee 
“Handyman” 

 
General House Maintenance 

Painting and Decorating 
Flat Pack Furniture Assembly 

Bespoke shelving, cupboards and 
storage units built and fitted to 

your specification 
 

Tel: 01296 749044 
Mob: 07831 658909 

 
 
 
   

 

JUBILEE PAVILION 
W W W . J U B I L E E P A V I L I O N . C O . U K  

 

 
• Great venue for village activities, fund raising events,  

parties and groups. 

• Includes a well-equipped kitchen with cooker and fridge. 

• Changing rooms with hot showers for recreational hire.  

• Car park with easy access. 
For availability and booking enquiries contact Angela 

Email: clerk@sbhpc.org or visit 
https://www.sbhpc.org/Jubilee-Pavilion/Jubilee-Pavilion-Home 

 

http://www.jubileepavilion.co.uk/
mailto:clerk@sbhpc.org


 

 

 
 

HARTWELL HOUSE & SPA REOPENS! 

The good news is that Hartwell House reopened on 17th May, and 
its Spa has been open since 12th April, following the UK 
Government’s revised roadmap out of lockdown. We have 
welcomed back our loyal staff who have been on furlough leave, 
ready to once again to look after our returning guests.  

It became clear to us during the last tumultuous year, that in between 
the various lockdowns when the hotel could be open, all the 
measures we put in place for the safety of our guests were much 
appreciated. Guests told us that they felt safe through the 
thoroughness of those measures, but could still enjoy the 
atmosphere and great comfort of our historic property. 

We have always regarded our type of hotel-keeping as the provision 
of restorative calm hospitality, or if you like ‘oasis management’. This 
is especially important now that people can again visit their favourite 
places, get away from their own four walls, to enjoy the space, 
comfort and beauty of our restored historic house set in its own 
secluded garden and landscape. 

We are really looking forward to welcoming you back, and shall be 
pleased to discuss any questions you may have about your visit. 

Please visit www.hartwell-house.com for more information.  
Lower Hartwell, Stone, Buckinghamshire HP17 8NR 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hartwell-house.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C35bb9c0022e84d05a10208d915296a34%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637564089883097102%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=mHndPlG2ENTTYpvx4Ys2iOlFgXdbqDtWnCSgPLZYCLU%3D&reserved=0

