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Acorn Tyre Services
MOTs inc. Class V11, Tyres, Batteries
Brakes , Shock Absorbers, Exhausts
Vehicle Servicing and Repairs
Free Collection and Delivery available within the
Parish of Stone, Dinton & Bishopstone
01296 612075
Monday to Saturday

Unit 1 Weston Way Industrial Estate
Lower Road Stoke Mandeville
Aylesbury HP22 5GT

T & B
Private Car Hire
Tel
01844 261116

Mobile
07831 882694
Air Conditioned Cars/MPVs
for Airport Transfers
Special Events, Theatres
Touring, Sight Seeing, Weddings
or any other special occasion
Jaguar Wedding Cars also available

Editorial
Plenty going on around the parish as we go into early Summer. I know, the year is
rushing past. In this edition you can find out what is squatting enigmatically at the
back of the church!
Thank you to everyone for your contributions and support.
DP
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Parish News is a community magazine for the residents of Stone Dinton and Hartwell we welcome
news, announcements by societies and clubs, and articles on local and other issues.
We do not charge for charities or personal notices but welcome advertising by local businesses.
Personal notice can include family announcements such as weddings, baptisms or acknowledgments.
The views expressed in articles are not necessarily the views of the editorial board or the PCC .
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Parish Services
St John the Baptist
Stone

June
2
Ascension Day

5

10.00am
All Age Communion

Easter 7

St Peter & St Paul
Dinton
7.30 pm
Holy Communion

Methodist
Chapel Stone

6.00pm
Evensong

11 am
Worship

10.00am
All Age
Holy Communion
With Baptism

11 am
Worship

12
Pentecost3

19

8.30am
Holy Communion
BCP
10.00am
Family Service

Trinity Sunday

10.00am
Holy Communion
CW

11 am
Worship

26
Trinity 1

10.00 am
Holy
Communion
11.30 Baptism

11 am
Worship

Dates to remember:
ST

Tues June 21
Priest in Charge

Licensed Minister:
Church Wardens:

Secretary to the
P.C.C:
Hon. Treasurer:
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3.30 pm Garden open at Moat Farm, Ford In Aid Of PACE
Revd.Peter G.Rich , The Vicarage, 10 Badgers Rise, Stone HP17 8RR
01296 748068
Avril Clark, 7 Furlong Crescent, Bishopstone, HP17 8SG
01296 747755
David John, 84 Oxford Road, Stone HP17 8PL
01296 747932
Eryl Morgan, 101 Baker Street Waddesdon,, HP18 0LQ
01296 655692
Valma Thompson, Meadway, Greenend, Dinton HP17 8UR
01296 748561
Jean Moore, 'Larkrise', 4 Templecroft Terrace, Upton. HP17 8UD.
01296 748063
Sue Birrell, 7 Jakeman Way, Aylesbury. HP21 8FT
01296 338163
Andrew Wild, Stonemead, High Street, Dinton HP 17 8UW
01296 748679
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WEA West Bucks Villages Branch
Carry on Learning

CHARACTERS FROM DICKENS 2 - ECCENTRICS
With Ann Severn
At Bartlett’s, Portway Road, Stone
Thursday June 2nd
At 2.30 pm
Entry £1 per lecture
Ring 748538 for further information or if you need a lift.
Pedestrians – ring for the gate security
Gardens open free all month to
individual RHS members
A Midsummer Night’s Dream in the
th
Garden, June 15 at 7pm.
th

Father’s Day, June 19 – Dad’s get free
entry into the gardens.
Midsummer Garden Tour and Supper,
nd
June 22 6pm to 9.30pm

The Garden Shop at Waterperry is
groaning under the weight of our
beautiful herbaceous plants along
with fabulous spring bedding and
vegetable plants.
The gardens have sprung back into
life too – don’t miss the rose garden
which is at it’s midsummer peak - or
sign up now for one of our lovely
June events…..

Summer Music in the Amphitheatre, June
th
25 6pm to 9pmCall us for more details
on 01844 339254
Visit our website at
www.waterperrygardens.co.uk
for more details.
Why not follow us on Facebook too?
Waterperry Gardens – something for
everyone, every day of the year.
Waterperry Gardens, Waterperry,
Near Wheatley, Oxfordshire OX33 1JZ
Email: office@waterperrygardens.co.uk

When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine
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th

Pentecost 12 June “God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses
of it.” - The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a
sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole
house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that
separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under
heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment,
because each one heard their own language being spoken. Utterly amazed, they
asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? Then how is it that each of
us hears them in our native language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents
of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both
Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the
wonders of God in our own tongues!” Amazed and perplexed, they asked one
another, “What does this mean?”
Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”
Peter Addresses the Crowd
Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd:
“Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you;
listen carefully to what I say. These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s
only nine in the morning! No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:
“‘In the last days, God says,
I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
your young men will see visions,
your old men will dream dreams...
“Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God
to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as
you yourselves know. This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan
and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men put him to death by
nailing him to the cross. But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the
agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him...
God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it...
When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the
other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” Peter replied, “Repent and be
baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your
sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and
your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.”
Parish News
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Acts 2 (New International Version, ©2011)
Breathe on me, Breath of God
Breathe on me, Breath of God,
fill me with life anew,
that I may love what thou dost love,
and do what thou wouldst do.
Breathe on me, Breath of God,
until my heart is pure,
until with thee I will one will,
to do and to endure.
Breathe on me, Breath of God,
till I am wholly thine,
till all this earthly part of me
glows with thy fire divine.
Breathe on me, Breath of God,
so shall I never die,
but live with thee the perfect life
of thine eternity.
Edwin Hatch (1835-1889) was an English theologian born in Derby.
Hatch attended King Edward's School, Birmingham, where he studied under
James Prince Lee, who would later become the Bishop of Manchester; it was
during this period of his life that he was first noted for his strong mental
independence and extreme study habits. He graduated from Pembroke College at
Oxford University in 1857, after undergraduate studies at Cambridge University.
In 1859, he was ordained as an Anglican priest, and travelled to Toronto, Canada,
where he was professor of classics at Trinity College until 1862. Between then
and his return to Oxford in 1867, he served as rector of the High School of
Quebec and professor of Classics at Morrin College, both in Quebec City.
We send our prayers and condolences to the friends and families of the following:
Cremated at Amersham Crematorium:
th
th
Arthur George Martins 13 April 2011
Joan Emily Simonsson 28 April 2011
th
Douglas Dennison
4 May 2011
Buried at Dinton Church:
th
Eileen Joyce Gerlack 19 May 2011
Jesus said “I am the Resurrection and the Life
Parish News
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DESTINY DRIVING
SCHOOL
Based in Stone

Competitive priced one hour lessons
for the complete beginner or for
experienced driver looking to
improve their driving skills
DSA Approved Instructor
Patient & Friendly
Flexible Lesson Duration
Theory Test Help and Advice
Air Conditioned Vehicle
Discounts on longer lessons & block
bookings
Nervous learners are welcome

News-Direct

Contact Fiona on
07883 011509

Newspapers & magazines
delivered to your door every
morning
All newspapers accounts can be
settled by switch/cards using our

Freephone No.

0800 917 3076
Monday – Friday 6 am – 7 pm
Saturdays & Sundays 6 am–2 pm

When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine
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News from Stone School
We have been enjoying a particularly busy time, with our outdoor classroom
building project now ongoing, preparation for SAT and end of year exams, sports
festivals, planning for Arts and Science weeks, and our Royal Wedding
Celebrations.
This year the school have a target of raising £3,000 towards building the Sensory
Garden and outdoor Amphitheatre and the SSPA are fundraising for this. This is
where we need your help. Can anyone donate a very ‘special’ prize for this year’s
th
Grand Prize Draw, to be drawn at the Summer Fete on 18 June? If you or the
company you work for are able to donate a grand prize, then please contact the
SSPA at sspachair@yahoo.co.uk or bring it into the school office. In return we will
add your company’s name (or yours) to the Fete Guide. THANK YOU!
th
Our summer fete takes place on Saturday 18 June at 1-4pm and we look
forward to seeing lots of you there!
Claire Mirams Head teacher

A Parish Visit to the Theatre.
A few of us went to the Shelly Theatre in Marlow to see ‘Marlow Amateur Operatic
Society’ perform ‘Footloose’ An amazing production which had us all foot tapping
and hand clapping.
The story is about a mother and son who move from Chicago into a small farming
town. Ren the son went into high school, which was fine until he realised there
was a ban on dancing, banned by the local preacher who was trying to control the
towns youths. Dancing and the youngsters ‘won’ and the town changed for the
better. Every one was happier.
Ray Medhurst was stage manager and Stephan and Bethany controlled the
sound and lighting with Andrew helping as well.
It has been proposed that maybe trips to local theatres would be an idea for the
Parish. If you are interested in this happening and would like to join a ‘Theatre
group’ then please contact the Social Committee via Ray Medhurst.
Barbara Fowle

The coffee cup collection after services raised £64.00 for
Missionary Aviation Fellowship.
Well done to everyone
Parish News
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Sunday 12th June 2pm – 5pm

A Glimpse of

DINTON

Gardens to view
Plants to buy Teas to enjoy
Church open
Details: Marie Helene Usherwood 01296 748129

Valma Thompson 01296 748561

Proceeds to
Dinton Flush Fund

***************************************************

Saturday 25th June Dinton Perryfield, New Road 7.30 till late

Supper and Live Music!
Reception: Canapes and Bubbly
Black Tie, Bar, Raffle Tickets £30
Valma Thompson 01296748 Caroline King 01296748265 Chris Robinson 01296748113

Proceeds to Dinton Flush Fund
Parish News
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Some observations on the font at St John the Baptist Church, Stone
By Alex Whiscombe BA Anglo-Saxon, Norse and Celtic Studies, MPhil (Cantab)
The font at Stone is an unusual and intriguing piece of medieval sculpture.
Squatting enigmatically at the back of the church, it is so oriented that its most
perplexing decoration – perhaps considered theologically unsound – faces the
wall. This is a brief discussion of what that decoration may represent.
The font was brought to Stone from Hampstead Norreys in Berkshire; it is
probably contemporary with the Norman church there, which still preserves some
similar carving. The font was, however, discovered in a field and brought to the
church at Stone. The Rev, J. B. Meade’s original explanation is still displayed
nearby:
The monster on the left is the evil one with open mouth and unknotted tail free to
destroy and hinder the free course of the fish that is the Christian faith. On the
right is the same evil power but a hand is in its mouth and the tail is knotted it is
being subdued by the might of the three persons in the Holy Trinity, though it still
holds in its claws a human head whose expression is one of helplessness and
terror.
Whilst Meade’s vaguely Christological interpretation is arguably appropriate for a
font, given the prevalence of ‘good fight’ rhetoric in the christening service, there
is much in the scene which does not easily agree with such an explanation. The
animals identified as the ‘dragon and the serpent’ do not immediately suggest
either, and other elements such as the snakes and the bough on which the
smaller figure stands, are unexplained. It is, in fact, strongly tempting to read into
the image references to non-Christian heroic myths. One intriguing solution which
has been suggested is that the figure represents Hercules fighting the Hydra, the
peripheral features indicating a swamp or some other generally sinister
1
environment. The ambiguous weapon wielded by the central hero is more easily
taken as a club than a sword and in some versions of the legend Hercules had an
assistant in his battle with the Hydra, Iolaus. Hercules enjoyed some limited
rehabilitation as a Christ-like hero, particularly in the Mediterranean medieval
2
culture, but we should not be too easily seduced by this theory. It does not really
satisfy, for example, the strange ‘head of flame’ on the right of the scene; it might
also be felt that the sophistication of these associations sits ill at ease with the
crudity of the Stone font’s carvings. Possibly, the image is not intended to tie in
with such an explicitly literary tradition.
Certainly it is not difficult to find possible inspiration in other sources. The idea of
two heroes, one humbler than but indispensable to the other, appears in the Old
English poem ‘Beowulf’ – as does, incidentally, a pair of monsters dwelling in a
foul and noisome swamp. Norse mythology also provides numerous examples
Parish News
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both of battles between god-like heroes and exotic monsters, and of two heroes
working together, such as Sigmund and Sinfjotli of the ‘Volsungasaga’. A
particular correspondence has been noted between the legend of the Norse god
Tyr, who placed his hand in the mouth of Fenrir the wolf (and lost it), and the
attitude of the larger figure on the font, whose arm appears to be in the jaws of
one of the monsters. The setting of the scene among panels of interlace is
reminiscent of Norse stave (early mediaeval wooden) churches, which often
incorporate non-Christian legends into scrolls and knotwork.
With such a wealth of potential influences, it is difficult to establish the font’s
origins with any confidence. It is important to remember that the carving was
th
extensively restored in the 19 century. It may not even have originally been a
font; its form bears some comparison to the bases of certain round-based crosses
3
of Northumbria. The sculpture’s theme of human good locked in struggle with evil
cannot be, and maybe even is not intended to be, conclusively traced to any
known legend or tradition. Stylistically, the elaborate interlace designs are
suggestive of Insular manuscript decoration –like that found in the Lindisfarne
Gospels, for example – and yet the style is far removed from Anglo-Saxon or Irish
art, in which figures are usually expanded to fill the space available. The
characters are spindly and stiff, the interlace cumbersome and massive – not
unlike Norman architecture, which may be as good a reason as any for dating this
sculpture to some time after 1066. It seems reasonable to conclude that,
whatever the various inspirations and models behind this artefact, it is a work of
fusion between several traditions and even cultures, produced in different times,
and well worth careful study and investigation.
1

Ellen Ettlinger, ‘The font at Stone’.
M. Simon, Hercules et le Christianisme.
3
In particular, these crosses often carry in addition to decorative and narrative
carving, a band, either of interlace or plain, between the round base and the
square shaft, such as that which appears around the top of the font.
2

Pictures taken by Tony Lisk
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SUMMER GARDEN FAIR
11TH JUNE 2011
AT
84 OXFORD ROAD STONE
10.00 - 3.00
IN AID OF STONE CHURCH TOILET FACILITIES
PLOUGHMANS LUNCH
TEAS
COFFEE
CAKES
VARIOUS STALLS

QUAINTON RAILWAY SOCIETY LTD.
QUAINTON ROAD STATION, QUAINTON
NEAR AYLESBURY, BUCKS., HP22 4BY
JUNE/JULY EVENTS
th

th

Saturday 4 & Sunday 5 June
MINIATURE ROAD & RAIL GALA
Ride behind an amazing variety of miniature steam locomotives and traction engines.
th
Sunday 19 June
HISTORIC COMMERCIAL VEHICLE RALLY
50 wonderfully restored commercials will visit for this annual rally.
PEEP PEEP! THOMAS IS COMING For the WEEKEND
st
rd
Friday 1 to Sunday 3 JULY !
Tickets for a Day Out With Thomas are on sale now and are available from the
Centre, or call 01296 655720 for bookings. Adult £15, Child (ages 2 – 15) £11 –
or book at least one week ahead to save £2.00 per ticket!
th
Children under 2 go FREE! (Bookings close on Friday 25 June).
For more information about “Thomas” visit www.thomasandfriends.com
For further information contact the Centre:
Visit the web site on www.bucksrailcentre.org, email office@bucksrailcentre.org...
or telephone 01296 655450 (recorded information) or 01296 655720 (weekdays
9.30 to 4.30)
Parish News
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The Vicarage, 10 Badgers Rise,Stone HP17 8RR 01296 748068
Email: angela_richuk@yahoo.co.uk
Dear Friends,
ON GETTING OLDER!

So there I was at the start of the Sponsored Cycle Ride, in my old anorak and
trousers, complete with cycle clips. Most of the 25 or so competitors were more
suitably attired in their shorts or Lycra outfits and bikes to match. As I hadn’t
ridden a bike for about 10 years my 3-speeder was not road worthy, so I thankfully
borrowed a cycle, but found 21 gears rather difficult to manage, and I was
particularly wobbly around steep bends and when I needed to apply the brakes.
Complete with borrowed helmet, we set off, and as I was in the first group of 6, I
fully expected to be passed along the way by most of the keen, young energetic
masses. . . .
I wonder, what does the prospect (or reality for many of us) of getting older feel
like for you? You might relish the thought of not having to rise at the crack of
dawn and work long hours,
perhaps with a lot of travelling and leaving you little time for family and recreation.
Or does it fill you with dread, not having a daily work pattern and withdrawing from
the many networks and engagements which have become part of your psyche?
Angela and I popped along to watch the much renowned Dinton Cricket Club the
other day, only to discover it was just a training session. (I used to enjoy playing
cricket for our Diocesan teams). Even so as I leapt from my seat to recover a ball
coming over the boundary line. I then checked my enthusiasm as I realised that a
quick turn of pace or over-arm throw could easily, in my unfit condition, lead to a
pulled muscle!
A married couple have more time together and to see their children and
grandchildren, but even that can cause tensions as we try not to offer our children
unwelcome advice as to how they should bring up their own offspring! Then, as
we grow older, sooner or later, one partner may well become a full-time carer for
the other, not that it is resented, but it can still be very demanding.
Parish News
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Thank God for good neighbours and the wider Church family, if they are
supporting you in this, as so often your own family may live many miles away.
This support is also invaluable if you are single, or become single when a partner
dies. In one Parish where we lived, a group of widows regularly went off on
holiday together and grew into a new ‘family’.
Growing older, therefore, will certainly contain many joys and sorrows,
opportunities as well as difficulties. This is a major part of our lives today, which
God has given us to use. Certainly our Churches today depend on those who are
retired to be the backbone of many of our activities, and we thank God for them.
…… To my surprise, nobody overtook me, and I even passed one or two riders
myself as I became more and more determined to keep going and prove that
there is still some life in the old dog (collar) yet!
Yours in Him,
(semi-retired) PETER RICH
“Guide older men into lives of temperance, dignity, and wisdom, into healthy faith,
love and endurance. Guide older women into lives of reverence so they end up as
neither gossips nor drunks, but models of goodness.” Titus 2:2-3

Sponsored Bicycle Ride
About 30 people of all ages and sizes took part in the bicycle ride from Dinton,
through Ford on to Marsh, Bishopstone pass Stone Church then back along the
A418 to Dinton via Upton.
The undoubted star of the ride was the gentleman on his Penny Farthing.
Smaller bikers did an escorted ride around Dinton
So far the ride has raised over £2000 for the Dinton Flush Fund
Parish News
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From the Social Committee
The Royal Wedding at Stone
th

As with many people on Friday 29 April we were glued to the coverage of the
wedding of Prince William to Catherine Middleton. We were sat in the church of St
John the Baptist Stone. 35 of us joined in the celebration, watching it live on a big
screen and enjoying a party dinner.
The church was decorated
with bunting and flags and
there was plenty to do
besides watching the
wedding. We had
colouring for the children
with ice your own biscuits
and other crafty activities.
The food was provided by
all who were there making
for a veritable banquet.
We also had a four-tier
wedding cake with each
layer being a different type
of cake. Fruit for the
bottom followed by banana
cake, chocolate cake and topped with cherry and almond, all of which were iced.
Whilst watching the service we grabbed hymn books and stood and joined in all
the hymns with those present in the abbey. Some have been heard to say that
sitting in the main body of the church looking towards the Altar and seeing the
pictures from the abbey was as if we were there with the happy couple in person.
The atmosphere was truly magnificent. Thank you to all who were there making it
such a wonderful occasion.
Film Club
th

Saturday 7 May was our first ever film club night and although there were only
15 of us there we had a great cinema time without that great cinema expense. We
kicked off this new monthly venture with a great children’s film, which was
enjoyed by all the adults on an equal measure as the youngsters. How to train
your dragon is an animated film about a young Viking lad who befriends a dragon
and learns how to train it, whilst at the same time being taught how to kill dragons
like all good Vikings can. If you have not seen the film I would recommend that
you do.

Parish News
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BUCKS VISUAL IMAGES GROUP OPEN STUDIOS IN
STONE and FORD
Do come along and look at the beautiful work of local artists at the end of
June – enjoy the exhibitions and relax over tea in lovely settings.
Stairways, Portway Road, Stone
rd
Saturday June 25th to Sunday July 3
2.00 pm to 6.00 pm
Horizons textiles
Eleven embroiderers showing new textiles and embroideries
and
Josie Brandon and Diana Hartley
Vibrant new paintings in watercolour, acrylic and mixed media
Paintings, textiles and cards for sale every day
Cream teas in the garden
Parking in the grounds of Bartletts opposite
********
45 Chiltern Avenue, Stone
nd
th
st
rd
June 18-22 , June 25 to July 1 and July 3 10.30am-4.30pm
Jacqui Pascoe – Watercolour and mixed media paintings
********
7 Fraucup Close, Ford
st,
June18/19/23-26/30 and July 1
10.00am – 4.00pm
Nina Stallwood – contemporary oil paintings
when you have looked at our local venue do go on to Haddenham.
whereSue Gill, from Hartwell, is showing her paintings at the Tithe Barn with
Group 12, and many more artists and craft workers are exhibiting stunning work
throughout the village
Brochures with opening times and contact numbers available f
rom Stone village shop
Baptisms:

We welcome Martha Catherine Alice Kennell and her family and friends,
as she is baptised at our 10am All Age Pentecost Communion Service, at
th
St Peter and St Paul Dinton on 12 June.

Parish News
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Bartlett's
Residential Home
A beautiful Victorian country house set in over
18 acres of tranquil park and gardens
Individuals and couples, those wishing to make a home here
and those wanting a shorter stay are all welcome.
Highly qualified and caring staff to look after your every need.
Excellent facilities for recreational activities,
therapies and companionship.
Award winning chef who uses local produce.
Intimate and welcoming offering you a little bit extra.
Part of the Peverel Court group of care homes.

Tel Gloria on 01296 747000

Email: Gloria@bartlettscare.co.uk
www.peverelcourt.co.uk
Peverel Court, Portway Road, Stone, Bucks, HP17 8RP

STONE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

June Summer Outing
A WALK THROUGH MEDIAEVAL THAME – AN EARLY PLANNED TOWN
with Peter Gulland
Members have priority – ring Joan (below) for information
Ring Joan Shurvell on 748530 for further information

FOURTH TUESDAY FELLOWSHIP
NON DENOMINATIONAL
Meeting in the Methodist Chapel, Eythrope Road
Having had to cancel our May meeting,
Alison Watkins is our Speaker for June
so come along at 2.30 p.m. on the 28th
when we look forward to hearing her and
then sharing in tea time chat and
bargain hunting at the Bring & Buy
Parish News
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How to Help Wildlife
Wildlife in Britain is, in many respects, under pressure in an increasingly crowded island.
Gardens represent a potentially huge nature reserve, and we have the opportunity to help
wildlife, in various ways, if we wish to do so.
Probably the commonest way of helping wildlife is by feeding birds in winter. A wide
range of seeds and other bird foods is readily available. Birds are vulnerable if winter is
particularly cold, although they should be able to feed themselves adequately at other
times of the year. Remember that, in spring, commercial bird foods might not be suitable
for nestlings. Also, bird feeders should be sited so as not to attract cats or Sparrowhawks.

What you grow in the garden can be beneficial to wildlife, either by providing nesting
sites or food (e.g. Pyracantha, whose berries are attractive to the thrush family in winter).
And it is not only birds that you should consider. Butterflies for instance are readily
attracted to buddleia bushes in summer. Butterflies have a complicated life cycle and
different plants are beneficial at different stages of the cycle. Comfrey is attractive to bees
when it flowers in spring.
Providing bird nest boxes is another way of helping wildlife. Many sorts are available; I
use a commercial variety made, among other things, of concrete! They are pretty well
indestructible and my four boxes are used regularly every year.
Another way of preserving wildlife is by not killing it! If you use insecticides, the chances
are that you may be killing the birds and animals that feed on the insects that you are
trying to remove. If you use slug pellets, you may be killing the hedgehogs, toads and
thrushes that eat the poisoned slugs. Please avoid using these products if you can.
Finally, you might wish to join a conservation organisation. The RSPB is well known
nationally for its bird protection activities. BBOWT is the local wildlife trust. They both
have opportunities for volunteers, in addition to the many reserves that you can visit.
So, there is much that you can do if you would like to help wildlife. The ideas above are
no more than a brief flavour of what you might do.
AW
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NEWS FROM CHAPEL HILL
Methodist Chapel, Eythrope Road, Stone, HP17 8PH
During this month’s services
the following will be remembered in prayer:
th
th
th
5 – Portway Road; 12 – Roundhill; 19 – Sedrup;
th
26 – St. John’s Drive
Your prayer requests are welcome – anonymous if you wish –
please leave a note in the Chapel post box
******
Welcome to a weekend of
Open Gardens,
Art and Craft Exhibition,
Lunches and Teas
in the attractive village of Wingrave
th
th
25 and 26 June
11.30 a.m. – 6 p.m.
As well as the beautiful gardens there are
spectacular views over the Vale of Aylesbury

COASTGUARD
COTTAGE
IN MUNDESLEY
NORTH NORFOLK
TO LET
3 BEDROOMS SLEEPS 6
CONTACT: 01296 748367
WEBSITE: WWW.NORFOLKNUMBER5.CO.UK
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THE CHILTERN
CONCERT BAND
Play “Music for a Summer Evening”
In Dinton Church, Saturday 9 July, 7.30 p.m.
Tickets £12 (including a drink on arrival and light
refreshments in the interval) are available in advance from
Andrew Wild (01296 748679) Valma Thompson (01296
748561) Rosemary Jackson (01296 748655), or on the
door.
In aid of Dinton Church Flush Fund

STONE GARDENS OPEN DAY
SUNDAY 26th June 2011
2.00 pm – 5.00 pm
7 private gardens open for your
delightful viewing
Plant stall at one of the gardens
CHURCH OPEN FOR TEAS
BOOK STALL AND CAKE STALL
Combined entrance to 7 gardens £5 per person
Children under 16 free

All proceeds to Stone Church Toilet Fund
Parish News
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June Gardening
Following a wonderful display of fruit blossom earlier this year one hopes for a
plentiful set of fruit. Following the “June drop” when fruit trees will shed lots of
embryo fruits. If there are still too many left thin out the young fruits to improve
fruit size and quality, and to help in preventing branches breaking,
Rock gardens plants like aubrietia, alyssum, arbis etc have all flowered extremely
well and benefit from a good hair cut. Hopefully in the vegetable garden plants are
growing well. But keep a look out for pests; broad beans always seem to get
infested with blackfly, pinching out the growing tip does help in keeping it away.
Now is the time to plant out Brussels Sprouts, white and purple- sprouting and
outdoor tomatoes, any asparagus growers should cease cutting the young edible
shoots in the middle of the month. This leaves time for the plants to gather
strength for next year’s crop. Seeds of salad crops can be sown to ensure a
succession and I find it worthwhile to sow some runner beans seeds in the middle
of the month as they often do well and extend the season.
PS

THE BALLOON RACE

The Royal Wedding deserved to be marked by some local event and it was
agreed that the Parish Council would organise a balloon race as an appropriately
entertaining celebration. Each helium-filled balloon would carry a return
addressed envelope for the finder to record where the balloon had come to
ground. Balloons were sold during Friday and Saturday at various locations such
as the parish church, a street party and the village shop. Over a hundred children
and adults joined in the fun and let their balloons off into a strong westerly wind.
Envelopes are still coming in but most reached Gloucestershire, the leaders at
present being the Forest of Dean and Ross on Wye. The eventual winner will
receive cinema tickets (by kind courtesy of the Odeon Cinema) and the profits
(about £125) will go to the Village Hall roof fund which the management
Committee are currently raising to pay for repairs to the 100 year old structure.
PS An envelope has just come back from LLANDEILO in Carmarthenshire,
having flown over the Brecon Beacons, about 135 miles!
G.L
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28

June 2011

D. J. Parr
uPVC Installations & Repairs
Office: 01296 613429 Mobile: 07815 794551
Email: dparrinstall@aol.com
UPVC Windows, Doors and Conservatories
uPVC Fascias, Soffits and Gutters
Misted/broken glass replaced
Window & door locks, hinges and handles
Patio doors repaired, cat flaps fitted
Gutter maintenance
Local skilled Craftsman - references supplied - no obligation quote

Ric Lee
“Handyman”
General House Maintenance
Painting and Decorating
Small Tiling Jobs
Flat Pack Furniture Assembly

Ruby Cottage,
7 Chapel Road
Ford HP17 8XE
Tel: 01296 747267
Mobile: 07831 658909

When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine
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Bishopstone Village
Hall Trust

Oxford Rd, Hartwell, Aylesbury,
Bucks. HPl7 8QP

The Bugle Horn

Need to hire a hall?
…think ‘hall’, think
Bishopstone Hall

Tel 01296 747594
David and his team would like to
welcome you to the Bugle Horn to
enjoy 'Great Leisure Moments' in a
Great British Pub, we are proud to
serve great food from around the
world in a distinctly British manner
all day, every day.



Prices start from just £20 for a
child’s party, for up to 80
people
 Disabled access, licensed bar
available, terms and
conditions apply
Phone 01296 747773 for more
information
Bishopstone Village Hall
Moreton Lane, HP17 8SQ
Registered Charity No. 264370

Try our extensive range of wines
from around the world or one of our
traditional cask ales - just pop in,
no need to book, even if it is
just for coffee.

When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine
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Summer
Specials

In the middle of Ford

Gravadlax of Salmon £5.50

with mixed leaf salad and sweet Dijon dressing

Char Grilled Asparagus £5.00

with poached egg and tarragon sauce

Beef Carpaccio £6.00

with rocket salad and parmesan shavings

As we move into summer, we have
taken the opportunity to introduce the
new Summer a la Carte Menu, and we
have brought back through popular
demand our two Courses for £10.95
menu. This is available from 12pm
until 2pm Monday to Thursday.

Steamed Mussels £5.95-£10.95

Throughout the month there will be a
selection of special offers including
Fresh avocado and smoked salmon
Fillet Beef Wellington £21.50
dauphinoise potatoes, seasonal vegetables
salad followed by strawberries and
clotted cream, perhaps with a glass of
Char Grilled Pork Chop £13.95
Pimms…
with sage mash and apple & black pudding jus
We also have the New Bar and Garden
Pan fried Salmon £13.50
Menu plus a Children’s Menu at £4.95
on a warm potato and watercress salad with
to include a main course, a dessert
horseradish jus
and a drink.
with chorizo, coriander, tomato and garlic

Roast Cod £12.95

saladaise potatoes and mango and basil sauce

Braised Lamb Shank £14.50

cream potato, baby spinach and a red onion jus

We look forward to seeing you all this
Summer and thank you for your
continued support.

Char Grilled Polenta & Aubergine £10.95
with tomato compot and a poached egg

www.dintonhermit.co.uk

Duo of Rabbit £14.95

relax@dintonhermit.co.uk

red cabbage, creamed potato & Madeira jus

Parish News

Book now, on 01296 747473

31

June 2011

HARTWELL HOUSE HOTEL
RESTAURANT AND SPA
Value for money dinner
This is without doubt a great meal deal. Enjoy a complimentary glass of
Prosecco and canapés in one of the elegant drawing rooms, followed
by a set three course dinner using new season local sourced farm produce,
and finish with coffee and Hartwell fudge.
And the price – only £28.50 per person inclusive of service and VAT
Available Sunday to Friday inclusive
Traditional Afternoon Tea
The perfect way to spoil family and friends is to treat them to
Hartwell’s famous afternoon tea and take the opportunity while you are
here of exploring the 90 acres of grounds in all their early Summer glory.
Only £19.00 per person
The Spa Café
Perfect for morning coffee, light lunches including speciality pizzas, and
snacks the Spa Café is the ideal place to meet for that leisurely
informal dining experience, including al fresco on the terrace.
Lunch served daily from 12.00 noon to 3.00pm. Open to the Public
Open for dinner every Friday and Saturday with a last serving of 8.30pm
Call the Spa Café direct on 01296 746526 to make a reservation
Enjoy June at the Spa
Focus on Men
Available throughout the month of June, and not just for
Fathers Day, purchase any two Clarins Men’s products
and receive a Smooth Shave Foaming Gel worth £13.50 free
Subject to availability and not to be taken in conjunction with any other discount
or offer running – contact the Spa Manager on 01296 746500 for more details
For further information, menus or to make a reservation,
please telephone 01296 747444 or visit the website
Oxford Road, Near Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire HP17 8NR
Part of the National Trust
www.hartwell-house.com info@hartwell-house.com
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