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Editorial
Spring is around the corner. Winter seemed to be with us forever.
Lots to look forward to this time of year. Watch out for the invasion
of the Killer Slugs!
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Parish News is a community magazine for the residents of Stone Dinton and Hartwell we
welcome news, announcements by societies and clubs, and articles on local and other
issues. We do not charge for charities or personal notices such as weddings, baptisms or
acknowledgments and welcome advertising by local businesses.
The views expressed in articles are not necessarily the views of the editorial board or the
PCC
h

The deadline for editorial copy is 7 of the previous month and the deadline for
th
advertising is 14
Local Websites
Church
www.stonedintonhartwell.com
Stone
www.stonevillage.org.uk
Bishopstone www.bishopstone.info

Dinton PC
Dinton News

www.dinton.org
www.dinton.info

The Front Cover Picture is one of the three tapestries hanging in Dinton Church.
Colour photographs of each tapestry are available for purchase in two sizes A2
for £10 and A3 for £6 from Valma Thompson 748561.
All proceeds to Dinton Flush Fund
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When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine
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PARISH SERVICES AND CALENDAR
March
3
Lent 3

St John the Baptist
Stone

St Peter & St Paul
Dinton

10.00am All Age
Holy Communion

Methodist
Chapel Stone
11am
Worship

6.00pm
Evensong

10

8.30am
BCP Holy
Communion

Mothering
Sunday

11.00am
Worship

10.00am
Family Service
17
Passion Sunday

11.00am
Worship

10.00am
BCP Mattins,

4.00pm
‘Living Stones’
24
Palm Sunday

10.00am
Holy Communion
CW
With Choir

28
Maundy
Thursday

7.30pm
Holy Communion

29
Good Friday

10.00am
Walk of Witness
(from Stone School)
10.30am
Family Service,

2 – 3pm ‘
The Last Hour’

31
Easter Sunday

10.00am
Family Communion
& Choir

8.30am
BCP Holy
Communion
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11.00am
Worship
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Diary Dates
st
1
th
19
th
26

2 00 p.m. World Day of Prayer Service SMC
2.30 Knit & Knatter at Valma’s, Meadway
2.30 p.m. Fourth Tuesday Fellowship SMC
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Lock your vehicle-Protect your vehicle!
Although crime in Aylesbury Vale remains low we have seen a small rise in the
number of theft from motor vehicle offences recently. Items such as Sat Navs,
sunglasses and other attractive items have been taken.
We would ask that you are extra vigilant and take simple steps to ensure that your
vehicle is not targeted and to prevent you from becoming a victim of crime.
Please read our crime reduction tips and remember that theft from motor vehicle
is completely preventable; if items are not left in your car, they cannot be stolen
•
As few as 2 in 100’000 vehicle thefts are stolen from a home garage.
Where possible, use your garage or driveway – it’s safer.
•

Don’t give thieves an easy ride – don’t leave valuables in your car.

•
Lock your vehicle when parked. Many cars have been opened and not
forced.
•
Remove Sat Navs from your car as well as the holder and the clean off
the suction mark. Thieves will break into the car believing that you have left it in
the glove compartment or under the seat.
•
Don’t leave car keys by the front door where they can be fished through
the letterbox. Keep them somewhere safe, secure and accessible in case of a
fire.
If you have any information about crime please contact your Neighbourhood
Policing team by telephoning 101. If you would like to pass on information but
wish to remain anonymous then call Crimestoppers on 0800 500 111.
For any further crime reduction advice, please visit
www.thamesvalleypolice.co.uk.
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SUNDAY 17TH MARCH, 4.00 – 5.30pm
METHODIST CHAPEL HALL, EYTHROPE ROAD
(sponsored by Stone & Dinton Churches)
FUN, FOOD, FELLOWSHIP & WORSHIP
with toys for toddlers
Enjoy crafts, drama and lots more - related to a theme, ending in a short act of
worship.
with a ‘BRING AND SHARE’ TEA
Adults & children in shared activities. COME & JOIN US.

STONE THURSDAY CLUB
(2nd of the month)
The March Meeting will be on 14th March from 2.00 – 3.30pm.
Ladies and gentlemen are invited to take part in a ‘Decorated Egg’ Competition,
and there will also be a Canalware demonstration with Josie and Margaret.
Over 60’s are warmly invited to join us at the Methodist Hall, Eythrope Road. I
f you know of any elderly people living alone, who can’t get out much,
do invite them along.
If you or they need transport, please contact Angela Rich on 748068 .

The total collected for Dec/Jan 'Church Urban Fund' was £123.00
We are now collecting for 'Aylesbury Youth for Christ'
Parish News

9

March 2013

March Gardening
All systems go, a very busy time, in the garden. Hoe over soil that was dug in the
autumn. This will kill a few weeds and break up the surface which has been
compacted by all the snow and rain. March is the traditional month for rose
pruning and also lavatera, buddleia, forsythia and winter-flowering jasmine.
Divide large clumps of perennial plants, discarding the centres. Dead head
daffodils and give them some fertiliser as they are often forgotten. After flowering
leave them undisturbed for at least six weeks, otherwise they may not flower next
year.
As the month progresses and soil conditions are suitable sow peas, parsnips,
radish, onions, carrots, broad beans, potatoes, all varieties of greens and even
spinach. It is too early to sow tender plants yet. 2012 was certainly a difficult year
in many ways because of the strange weather, but also the numbers of slugs.
This year it seems things may be much much worse. Apart from all the different
slugs we get in the garden, and I have noticed some quite large brown slugs
recently we may be invaded by “killer slugs” that grow up to five inches long.
These creatures eat all manner of things even each other and of course all the
plants in the garden.
PS

KEEPING FIGHTING FIT THROUGH LENT
How are you doing? March should be good time to keep fit. The
days are getting longer. More light means more activity. Lent is a
time to reflect. If you are running a marathon this year you would
prepare well. You would get the right gear and take time to train.
As Christians it is different: we are in a donkey Derby where the last
past the post is the winner and we are urging everyone else on to
come first.
Don’t forget our motto this year. One good thing to do is to learn it
by heart. Go on.
“Be strong and take heart, all you who hope in the Lord.”
Psalm 31:24
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News-Direct
Newspapers & magazines
delivered to your door every
morning
All newspapers accounts can be
settled by switch/cards using our

Freephone No.

0800 917 3076
Monday – Friday 6 am – 7 pm
Saturdays & Sundays 6 am–2 pm
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The Vicarage, 10 Badgers Rise, Stone HP17 8RR.
Tel: 01296 748068
E mail: angela_richuk@yahoo.co.uk
Dear Friends,
This is the time of year when, in our Church Calendar, during the period of Lent,
we think of Jesus’ inner pain and suffering as he ‘set his face towards Jerusalem’.
He knew that it was God’s will for Him to die on the Cross, and so pay the price
for the sins of the world. During that time, I’m sure the temptations from the devil
that Jesus faced in the wilderness, at the start of His public ministry, must have
returned again and again. As we know in our own lives, ‘the lusts of the flesh’
have a habit of re-occurring!
When Jesus died on the Cross, the temptation to become a superman returned,
“If you are the Son of God, come down from the Cross” Matthew 27:40; but Jesus
remained faithful to God and his Mission, right to the end.
“He was tempted just as we are, but without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). It is BECAUSE
He was prepared to endure all of that for us, we can be sure He understands our
pain and suffering.
This last month has been enormously sad for Angela and Andy Ledger, following
the untimely death of their 9 year old son Max. Their family, friends, and the
pupils and staff of Stone School also feel a tremendous sense of loss. We can
hardly begin to imagine the pain that they are going through, and there are no
easy answers to explain the loss of a young and lively lad, with potentially so
much of his life before him. I am sure that, just as Jesus wept at the grave of
Lazarus (his friend), so He also enters into all our pain and suffering. He offers
His love and support (perhaps through us) and points the way to new life beyond
the grave.
This month, as we remember Jesus’ suffering, let us also pray for many
Christians across the world who still suffer terribly because of their Christian
Faith. These include brothers and sisters in the Holy Land, Iraq, Iran, Pakistan,
Egypt, Syria, Afghanistan and many more countries. May we, with them, and all
who suffer at this time, rejoice at the wonderful Easter message of New Life in
Jesus.
So we invite you to join us once again in worship, through the pain of Good Friday
to the Resurrection joy of Easter morn.
Yours in His service,

PETER RICH
Parish News
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PARISH REGISTERS:
WEDDINGS:
Congratulations to Ross Brookes and Rebecca Montague to be married at St
John the Baptist, Stone on 8th March, and to
Neil Brierley and Claire Haylock to be married at St Peter and
St Paul, Dinton on 30th March.

More memories of Mary Goddard
Florence Saunders, of 14 New Road, Dinton, was a lifelong friend
and schoolmate of Mary Goddard, her next door neighbour for many
years. She remembers Mary with great affection as a close friend
and a great neighbour
Mary’s father Richard Jones, rented Pasture Farm from the Curries
and she lived there with them until after her marriage. Mary’s four
brothers all went to Australia in the 1960s but sadly two of them
were killed in a car accident there. Mary’s two other brothers, David
and Leslie, are still in Australia.

March is for Meetings!
Following successful initial meetings there will be follow-ups on
6th March
May Bank Holiday Monday Fete Planning Meeting
29th March New Pavilion Meeting
Both meetings at 7 pm to 8 pm Stone Village Hall
We need helpers, doers and planners to get involved with both.
If you are sporty, like cakes, washing up, or parking cars these are for you.
David Pickup
david@pickupandscott.co.uk
01296 397794
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From Dinton School to Head Gardener via Tobruk.
Geoffrey Ernest Weedon was born in Ford in 1915,
son of Arthur Weedon and Annie Louisa (nee Jeffrey) and
brother to Stanley. Geoff would have started school in Dinton
at the age of four and remained there until he reached
fourteen. On leaving school he started work at Dinton Hall as
an under gardener where he was taught all the arts of
gardening which was to play a great part in his life. Geoff was
a bright lad and learned very quickly, retaining this knowledge
throughout his life. In the early 1930s he played cricket for
Dinton and was a good all rounder but peace in the world was
very quickly coming to an end with the onset of the Second World War. Geoff like
all the other men of that age was required to join the armed services and in 1940
he was recruited into the Royal Tank Corps as a wireless operator. On January
st
1 1941 he married Kathleen Pointer in Quainton Church. She was at that time
working in service at Alwyn Lawn in Stone.
After initial army training, which took a while, was over Geoff left the
shores of England and soon arrived in North Africa to take part in the action
against the German and Italian forces lead by the legendary Erwin Rommel.
Contained in Tobruk the British force was under siege and in June 1942 Tobruk
fell to the enemy and Geoff and many others were taken prisoner. It would be
three long years before he would be a free man again to return to Dinton and
during that time he endured and saw much suffering and
hardship.
From Tobruk the POWs were taken to Italy
(Naples) by ship and it was here Geoff received his first
letters from home. A letter from his wife telling him that he
had become a father of a baby daughter. The letter included
a photo of their child (Anne). He also learned of the death of
his mother who then lived in Upton.
From Italy he was transported to Czechoslovakia to
work in the coal mines which was very hard work. The food
rations were poor and generally inadequate. During his time
in Czechoslovakia he met other prisoners whom he knew
from the Aylesbury area including his wife’s brother Bertie
who was later shot and wounded by a German guard but fortunately survived and
returned safely to England. Geoff also made friends with some Polish and
Ukrainian workers and he would share his meagre food ration with them. He often
wondered what had become of them.
When the war ended in 1945 Geoff was flown back from Prague to
England (his first aeroplane flight!) and was soon reunited with his wife and he
met his daughter for the first time. (Anne was now almost three years old). At first
Parish News
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she did not want to know this ‘stranger’ but after a short time Geoff soon won her
over. When Geoff arrived back in Dinton, flags and bunting bedecked our house.
Geoff left the army in 1946 and returned to his gardening job at Dinton
Hall. Sir William Currie also provided Geoff with Ivy Cottage in Dinton for him and
his family. In June of 1946 their son Michael was born. We always refer to him as
Michael to avoid confusion as he was christened Geoffrey Michael. He was given
the name Michael because the young Ukrainian boy who worked in the Czech
coal mine with Geoff was called Michailo. In 1947 the head gardener at Dinton
Hall retired and Geoff was given the position which he held until ill health forced
him into early retirement in 1982. He would ride his bicycle to and from work
including weekends as the greenhouses needed attention on Saturdays and
Sundays! Geoff eventually learned to drive a motor car and having obtained his
driving licence they purchased a small car. The car opened new opportunities to
be able to visit families and friends more easily. During his time as head gardener
he occasionally played cricket for Dinton and for Sir William Currie’s XI.
Geoff left school at the age of fourteen and he was very bright. I would
often visit Ivy Cottage for help with my mathematics homework which he gave
willingly! He also taught me how to prune roses among other things. When he
became ill tests were done and it was found that he had become allergic to
grass!! He was told that he must give up his job immediately. Geoff was
devastated but resigned to the outcome given to him by his medical advisors. On
leaving Dinton Hall after 49 years service he and Kathleen moved to a bungalow
at Roundhill in Stone. Giving up the car and his much loved gardens could not
have been easy for him but he knew that it had to be.
Geoff later wrote his recollections of his time as a POW and pays tribute
and gratitude to the Red Cross for all their support and help that he received from
them. He also thanks God for his faith which helped him survive his ordeal as
many men did not return.
Geoff died in May 1990 and his funeral was conducted in Dinton Church
by the Rev. Richard Challinor Watson (Bishop of Burnley 1970-1988) who was
the son of the late Col. F. Watson of Glebe House Dinton. Richard Watson had
known Geoff for a long time when he lived in Dinton. Kathleen died in 2006.
My thanks to Geoff’s son Michael for his help in producing this article.

G.S.Weedon.
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STONE CHURCH TOILET/KITCHENETTE PROJECT
There has long been a need for a toilet and kitchenette in Stone church.
These items will not only make it easier to hold more events in the church, but will
benefit people who have to travel to weddings and funerals, who often ask have
you got a toilet?.
Plans have been drawn up for both, and the specification has been drawn up.
Both have been approved by Stone Church Fabric Committee.
The toilet will be placed in the tower room, and the kitchenette in what used to be
a vestry at the west end of the north aisle. We have been serving refreshments
from this area and it has proved successful.
All we need now is the funding to carry this project forward. At present the cost is
not known, but it will be quite a high amount.
If you would like to make a contribution to this work, cash or cheques acceptable,
please send to
Mr David John, 84 Oxford Road, Stone, Aylesbury, Bucks HP17 8PL.
Please make cheques payable to Stone Church Facilities Fund.
If you have any questions or comments regarding this project please contact the
above.
David John
Fabric Committee Chairman

WEST BUCKS VILLAGES WEA
SERVANTS AND THE ENGLISH COUNTRY HOUSE
with Adam Smith
Day School at Haddenham Methodist Church , Friday March 15

th

This course will look at the lives and occupations of both indoor and outdoor
servants, ranging from housekeepers to gamekeepers, in English country houses
in the C18th and C19th. This will be an interesting look behind the scenes at
some of our favourite great houses in their heyday.
th

Friday March 15 , 10.00 am to 4.00pm
Fee £23
Ring 01296 748538 for information and booking.
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
12th – 18th May 2013
with the theme this year BITE BACK AT HUNGER

Perhaps you have decided to give up some foody treat
you really, really like for Lent. If so, best of luck!
But Christian Aid reminds us that for many, many
millions of the world’s poorest people, ‘giving up’ is
not an option – they never have enough to eat.
Christian Aid is a Christian organisation working for
a changed world where everyone can live a full life, free
from poverty, with equality, dignity and freedom.
As well as working for this profound change,
Christian Aid proves urgent, practical and effective
assistance where need is great, tackling the effects of
poverty as well as its root causes.
One of the best ways to raise funds during
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
is the house to house collections –
but we need more collectors
so that we can cover more areas of our villages.
If you would like to help and want to know more,
please come along to the Methodist Chapel
th
on SATURDAY 16 MARCH
12,30 p.m. – 1.30 p.m.
enjoy a simple bread and cheese lunch,
watch this year’s Christian Aid video
and decide how you can be involved
If this is not convenient but you would like to help
please contact me, Sue Spinks, Clowesbourne, Upton
on 01296 748369 or royandsue1@btinternet.com

Parish News
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STONE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
Tuesday March 19th at 7.30pm
Stone Village Hall

THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE RIDGEWAY
with John Tyler
Stretching over 80 miles from Ivinghoe to Avebury and
over 5,000 years from the Stone Age to the present day,
the Ridgeway can claim to be the oldest road in Europe.
This talk offers a blister-free walk along this ancient
chalkland track, describing both its prehistory and the rich
wildlife that it supports today.
Do contact Joan Shurvell if you are interested in joining, or
just come along as a guest.
Ring Joan on 748530 for further information

A date for your diary - back by popular demand.
THE CHILTERN CONCERT BAND
Dinton Church - Saturday 18 May at 7.30 p.m.
Tickets £12 - further details in the April magazine
In aid of Dinton Flush Fund
Parish News
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T & B
Private Car Hire
Tel
01844 261116

Mobile
07831 882694

Air Conditioned Cars/MPVs
for Airport Transfers
Special Events, Theatres
Touring, Sight Seeing, Weddings
or any other special occasion
Jaguar Wedding Cars also available
When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine

Parish News
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WEA West Bucks Villages Branch
Carry on Learning

THE ISLAND OF ST HELENA
By Jill Carey
At Bartlett’s, Portway Road, Stone
Thursday March 7th 2013
At 2.30 pm
Entry £1 per lecture
Ring 748538 for further information or if you need a lift.
Pedestrians – ring for the gate security number

We have a lovely Mothering Sunday
lunch and free garden entry for mums on
th
their special day, March 10 .
March is a busy month at Waterperry
Gardens. As well as the place to go for
all your needs for the gardening season
ahead including fabulous Waterperrygrown plants, the ornamental gardens
look wonderful and we have some
fabulous events and courses on offer too.
Individual RHS members get free entry to
the gardens throughout March on
production of their membership card.

For beautiful gardens and plants,
fabulous food and gorgeous gifts,
visit Waterperry Gardens this March.
Waterperry Gardens, Waterperry,
Near Wheatley, Oxford OX33 1JZ.
01844 339226.
www.waterperrygardens.co.uk.
office@waterperrygardens.co.uk
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Over the weekend of the 16 & 17
March we have a new event,
From The Source’s Mouth.
Giving visitors the chance to meet our
food suppliers, with tasting and the
chance to buy local products.
Alpine lovers can find out more about our
National Collection of Saxifrages on our
th
special open day on the 24 March.
With the Gardens open in aid of the
National Garden Scheme.
Make a date for our
Big Easter Bunny Hunt – running
throughout the Easter Holidays in the
ornamental gardens from the
th
th
29 March to the 14 April.

20

March 2013

When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine
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Bartlett's
Residential Home
A beautiful Victorian country house set in over
18 acres of tranquil park and gardens
Individuals and couples, those wishing to make a home here
and those wanting a shorter stay are all welcome.
Highly qualified and caring staff to look after your every need.

Tel

Excellent facilities for recreational
activities, therapies and companionship.
Award winning chef who uses local produce.
Intimate and welcoming offering
you a little bit extra.
Part of the Peverel Court group of care homes.
Gloria on 01296 747000 Email: Gloria@bartlettscare.co.uk
www.peverelcourt.co.uk
Peverel Court, Portway Road, Stone, Bucks, HP17 8RP

When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine
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Ric Lee
“Handyman”
General House Maintenance
Painting and Decorating
Small Tiling Jobs
Flat Pack Furniture
Assembly

Ruby Cottage,
7 Chapel Road
Ford HP17 8XE
Tel: 01296 747267

When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine
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Bishopstone Village
Hall Trust

Oxford Rd, Hartwell, Aylesbury,
Bucks HP17 8QP

Need to hire a hall?
…think ‘hall’, think
Bishopstone Hall

The Bugle Horn
Tel 01296 747594
David and his team would like to
welcome you to the Bugle Horn to enjoy
'Great Leisure Moments' in a Great
British Pub, we are proud to serve great
food from around the world in a distinctly
British manner all day, every day.



Prices start from just £20 for a
child’s party, for up to 80
people
 Disabled access, licensed bar
available, terms and
conditions apply
Phone 01296 747773 for more
information
Bishopstone Village Hall
Moreton Lane, HP17 8SQ
Registered Charity No. 264370

Try our extensive range of wines
from around the world or one of our
traditional cask ales - just pop in,
no need to book, even if it is
just for coffee.

FOURTH TUESDAY FELLOWSHIP
NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Meeting in the Methodist Chapel, Eythrope Road
On Tuesday 26th at 2.30 p.m.
Arthur and Chris Sara will be leading
our thoughts towards Easter.
Find something interesting on the Bring & Buy Stall
while enjoying tea and chat
Come along and enjoy an afternoon
of friendship and informal worship whatever the weather outside,
you will receive a warm welcome
Parish News
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NEWS FROM CHAPEL HILL
Methodist Chapel, Eythrope Road, Stone, HP17 8PH
******
Minister: Revd. David Jenkins,
6 Herston Close, Aylesbury, HP21 9UR
Tel: 01296 488963
Village contact:
Mrs. Sue Spinks, Clowesbourne, Upton, HP17 8UA
Tel: 01296 748369
During this month’s services
the following will be remembered in prayer:
th
3rd - Badger’s Rise; 10 – Beacon Close;
th
th
17 – Belle Vue; and 24 – Bishopstone Road
We welcome your prayer requests – anonymous if you wish –
please just leave a note in the Chapel post box
*******
Hopefully, you will receive your Parish Magazine
in time to note that
the Chapel will host the annual
WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER SERVICE
on FRIDAY 1st March at 2 p.m.

The Service this year, prepared by the
Christian women of France
concentrates on the words of Jesus
“I was a stranger and you welcomed me”.
Although prepared by women,
everyone is welcome to come along –
joining the wave of prayer encircling
the world on this special day.

Parish News

After Service refreshments are planned to
reflect simple French cuisine!
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Busy Badgers
Ironing Service
Badgers Cottage
Stone HP17 8PH
Mending and
Alteration Service
Tel: 07957 611191
Collection and Delivery

When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine
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Fresh local food,
expertly cooked, and a
warm welcome

In the middle of Ford

March

Ford’s best kept secret is The Dinton
Hermit it’s at the heart of the village.
We are open 7 days a week serving
Food using the best possible
ingredients and where possible
using local suppliers.

We still have some availability for
Mothering Sunday on the 10th March
so avoid disappointment book now.

Booking now for Easter Sunday lunch We have 13 letting bedrooms, free
wifi throughout the property,
on Sunday March 31st
restaurant and bar.

3 course traditional roast for £18.95
2 course traditional roast for £15.95

If you appreciate great coffee, the
Hermit’s relaxed
and comfortable surroundings – is
the perfect setting to enjoy a coffee
and read the newspaper. So come
along and enjoy the roaring fire and
relaxed atmosphere.

Easter eggs for children
Book now to avoid disappointment.

Lunch is served Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon to 2.15pm, and Sunday 12
noon to 3pm. Our evening menu is
available Monday to Saturday
6:30pm to 9pm.
www.dintonhermit.co.uk
facebook.com/dintonhermit
twitter@dintonhermit
Book now, on 01296 747473

Enquiries please telephone David on
01296 747473 or email
david@dintonhermit.co.uk
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Hartwell House Hotel
The SPA CAFÉ and BAR
Perfect for morning coffee, sandwiches, light lunches including
speciality salads, and snacks, the Spa Café is the ideal place to meet
for that leisurely informal dining experience.
Morning coffee from 9.00am
Lunch served daily from 12.00 noon to 3.00pm Monday to Friday
and until 4.00pm Saturday and Sunday
Open to the Public
Afternoon tea available
Why not take a gentle stroll in the 90 acres of parkland, ideal exercise after you
have enjoyed the Spa Cafe
Open for dinner every Friday and Saturday with a last serving of 8.30pm
For further information on the Spa Cafe, menus or to make a reservation,
please telephone 01296 746526 or visit the website
Oxford Road, Near Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire HP17 8NR
Part of the National Trust
www.hartwell-house.com info@hartwell-house.com
Parish News
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