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WYCHERT VALE BENEFICE CONTACTS 
 

Benefice Rector 
 

Revd Cassa Messervy 

Associate Rector 
Revd 

Canon  
Dr Phil 
Groves 

 

7, Badgers Rise 
Stone Aylesbury 
HP17 8RR 

 
Tel: 01296 748 390 
Email: drphilgroves@gmail.com 

Curate 
Revd Nigel Featherston 

Greenwood,  
New Road,  
Dinton, HP17 8UT 

 

Tel: 01296 747454         
Email: nfeatherston@btinternet.com 

 
Hon Treasurer 
Naomi Corbould 

3 Upper Hartwell, 
Stone, Aylesbury, 
HP17 8NZ 

 
Tel: 01296 747689 
treasurer@stonedintonhartwell.com 

For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals  
please contact the Parish Administrator at the  

Benefice office St Mary’s Centre Station Road Haddenham Aylesbury HP17 8AJ 
or email office@wychertvale.org  or  office@haddenhamstmarys.org 

St John the Baptist, Stone 
Eryl Morgan 
Churchwarden 

101 Baker Street 
Waddesdon,  
HP18 0LQ 

 
07784 869430 
Eryl.Morgan@stonedintonhartwell.com 

Clive Corbould 
Churchwarden 

 
07752 541634 
corbouldclive@gmail.com 

St Peter and St Paul, Dinton 
 

Rosemary Jackson 
Churchwarden 

 

Innisfree, New 
Road, Dinton, HP17 
8UT 

 

01296 748655    
jacksonrj@btinternet.com  

 

Neil Chudley 
Churchwarden 

  

01296 748277 
neil.chudley@stonedintonhartwell.com 

St Michael & All Angels, Aston Sandford 
 

Marilynne Morgan 
Hon Treasurer  

  
4mam.morgan@gmail.com 

 

David Peck 
Churchwarden. 
 

20 Wykeham Gate, 
Haddenham, 
Aylesbury, Bucks. 
HP17 8DF 

 
01844 292110 
suepeck@waitrose.com 

Nick Morgan 
Churchwarden  
 

 01844 291217  
4nick.morgan@gmail.com  

 

Front Cover:  Grazing in the meadow, by David Pickup 
 

mailto:office@haddenhamstmarys.org
mailto:Eryl.Morgan@stonedintonhartwell.com
mailto:jacksonrj@btinternet.com
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The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they 
may have life, and have it to the full.  ‘I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand is not the 
shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf 
coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks 
the flock and scatters it 
John 10:10-12 
 

 
 

 

 
Editorial   
 
If the Gospels were written now would parables be about computers 
and emails? The stories would be taken from what is going on in the 
world. Images of farming are still relevant two thousand years on. I 
do not think there are any shepherds in the parish but there are 
sheep. Being a shepherd two thousand years ago was a dangerous 
job. They would spend the whole night and day with the flocks 
protecting them from wild animals and thieves. Shepherds were hired 
hands and looked after a number of herds including their own. After 
a night’s rest the shepherd would call his sheep and only his would 
follow him. Shepherds were not usually trusted, they were often 
thought of as thieves. Jesus is the good shepherd.  
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Parish & Community News : News team 
Editor: David Pickup  01296 748170    david@pickupandscott.co.uk 
Editorial: Carole Fryer 01296 748538    carole.e.fryer@outlook.com 
Advertising: Sue Unwin 07760 177599    sunwin1958@hotmaill.com 
IT Producer: Heather Harris    07766 086280   hevsharris@aol.com 
Distributor:        Fiona Rysdale     01296 747466   therysdales@live.co.uk 
_______________________________________________________________ 
Parish News is a community magazine for the residents of Stone, Dinton, Ford, Upton, 
Bishopstone, Hartwell and Aston Sandford. We welcome news, announcements by societies and 
clubs, and articles on local and other issues. We do not charge for charities or personal notices such 
as weddings, baptisms or acknowledgments and welcome advertising by local businesses. 
  

mailto:hevsharris@aol.com
mailto:therysdales@live.co.uk
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Parish Services and Calendar  
 

 

May 2021 
 

St John  
the Baptist 

Stone 
 

St Peter & 
Paul 

Dinton 

Stone 
Methodist 
Chapel ** 

St Michael & 
All Angels 

Aston 
Sandford 

Sunday 2 May 
Easter 5 

 

10.30am 
Morning 
Worship 

10.00am 
Holy 

Communion 

11.00 
Worship 

 

Sunday 9 May 
Rogation 

 

10.30am 
Morning 
Worship 

6.00pm 
Evening Prayer 

11.00 
Worship 

 

Thursday 13 May 
Ascension Day 

 7.30pm 
Ascension Day 

Service * 

  

Sunday 16 May 
Easter 7 

 

10.30am 
Morning 
Worship 

10.00am 
Morning 
Worship 

11.00 
Worship 

11am Open 
air service 

(weather 
permitting) 

Sunday 23 May 
Pentecost 

 

10.30am 
Morning 
Worship 

 11.00 
Worship 

 

Sunday 30 May 
Trinity 

 

10.30am 
Morning 
Worship 

 11.00 
Worship 

 

St John the Baptist, Stone 
These will be simple said services. There will be music but 
singing is still not allowed.  More formal services (eg Holy 
Communion) will not be resumed for some time due to the 
present C0VID19 regulations.  Please bring your own Bible if 
you wish. 
 

Complying with the Government and Diocesan regulations, 
both churches have been properly prepared and places are 
socially distanced. Hand sanitiser and antibacterial cleaner 
are readily available.  Face masks must be worn in church. 
This does not apply to children under 11 years. 
 

The porch at St John the Baptist is open every day for private 
prayer.  
 

St Paul & St Peter, Dinton 
St Paul & St Peter, Dinton is no longer open on Wednesdays 
though should you wish to visit please contact Rosemary 
Jackson. (Page 2 for contact details.) 
For services masks are worn and social distancing is 
maintained.  All are welcome.  
*Ascension Day Service at 7.30pm – check church website 
for details. 

 
** Please 

call 01296 
748369 in 
advance of 
services to 
be sure of a 
socially 
distanced 
seat at the 
Chapel. 
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Remembering His Royal Highness Prince Philip 

Submit a message to the Church of England online book of condolence  
for His Royal Highness Prince Philip via the weblink below  
https://www.churchofengland.org/remembering-his-royal-highness-prince-philip 
 
In this moment of sorrow the Lord is in our midst 
and consoles us with his word: 
No eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, 
what God has prepared for those who love him. 
Blessed are the sorrowful; they shall be comforted. 
Into your hands, O Lord, 
we humbly entrust our brother Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. 
In this life you embraced him with your tender love, 
and opened to him the gate of heaven. 
The old order has passed away, 
as you welcome him into paradise, 
where there will be no sorrow, no 
weeping nor pain, 
but the fullness of peace and joy 
with your Son and the Holy Spirit for 
ever and ever. 
All Amen. 
 

 

 
St Peter & St Paul with the union flag at half-mast during the period of mourning in April 2021 
(photo by Sue Unwin)  

https://www.churchofengland.org/remembering-his-royal-highness-prince-philip
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A HOPE FOR 2021 
 
We all need something to look forward to in 
these difficult times. 
 
HOPE is one of the things that brings us through 
to the other side and so we want to share this 
with others. 
 
What have you been doing during the long days 
of lockdown? 
 
 Do you have things that you have done that 
could be shared with others to show the brighter 
side of the situation we are in at present? 
 
Some have been crocheting and sewing things 
for family and lots of others have been creative 
too. Our beautiful collage of HOPE was done 
recently by one of our mother and daughter 
crafters. 
 
 
 
 
Please send us a photo of your work to brighten up our website and bring HOPE 
FOR 2021. 
 
Email your photos to webmaster@stonedintonhartwell.com 
 

 

 
 

 

mailto:webmaster@stonedintonhartwell.com
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MYSTERY HOUSE – NO 13 
Do you know where this house used to be?  (Answer on page 21) 
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Letter from Aston Sandford 
 

The bicentenary of the death of the Rev Thomas Scott:  
Part III Susanna Barber, Scott’s Patron 
 

Susanna Barber is important to Aston Sandford for two reasons – first, a memorial 
in the church is dedicated to her and second, it was her patronage which brought 
Thomas Scott here.  Recently I have been able to 
find out a little more about her, and in particular 
have traced a portrait of her. 
 
Susanna Emma was born in Broad Street, 
London on 20th April 1769 to Susanna (née Hurt, 
1745 –1775))  and William Gines (born 1765 in 
London, date of death unknown).  According to A 
Handbook  of London Bankers published in 1890, 
William was a banker at the sign of the Rose and 
Crown in Lombard Street; by 1770 the style of the 
firm was Gines and Atkinson.  Apparently neither 
he, nor the firm, appeared in the list of bankers 
after 1781. Our Susanna was the eldest of four 
children - the others were Rebekah Jane (1771–
1825), Sarah (1773-74) and Mary (born 1775).   

 
Susanna Barber née Gines 

reproduced by kind permission of Guildford Heritage Services 
 

Susanna’s maternal grandfather was Henry Hurt, described in George Lipscomb’s 
The History and Antiquities of the County of Buckingham, vol I, 1847, as resident 
in the parish of St Stephen, Coleman Street, London (a church destroyed in the 
Blitz and not rebuilt).  Often known as St Stephen in the Jewry,  its most famous 
vicar was the Rev Josiah Pratt who in 1802 took over from Thomas Scott as 
Secretary to CMS.   Henry appears to have been something of a landowner, 
including land in Essex.  
 

Henry bought Aston Sandford Manor and advowson sometime after 1771.  On 
Henry’s death, which was between October 1784 (when the will was executed) and 
December 1785 (when it was proved), our Susanna inherited his estates, including 
Aston Sandford Manor and the  advowson. Her sister Rebekah is also mentioned 
in the will. 
 

At about that time Susanna was in the care of Thomas Scott while he was curate 
at Olney.   In Thomas’ own memoir (reproduced in John Scott’s Life) he writes about 
Ann, Lady Austen being his lodger at the Olney vicarage (where he and his family 
lived) from about 1782, thereby adding a welcome £10 a year to his income. The 
widow of  baronet Sir Robert Austen (d. 1772), she is of interest because she was 
the muse of Thomas’ friend and neighbour the poet Cowper.  
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Thomas says that Lady Austen ‘suddenly left me, to my no small regret….[in] about 
Midsummer, 1784’.  He continues –  
About a year before Lady Austen left me I was induced to receive into my family a young 
lady from London, of the name of Gines, afterwards married to John Barber, Esq.  This 
proved, I trust, an important event, in the best sense, to her, and through her to her 
family; as well as eventually to myself.  She continued with me about two years, till my 
removal to London [in late 1785], and during the latter part of the time she was joined 
by her younger sister [Rebekah].   

 

Susanna, whose mother had died when she was about six,  would have been 16 when 
she left Thomas’ care.  In the Life John Scott refers to the sisters as being ‘two young 
ladies of large fortune’ who had been ‘placed under [Thomas’s] care’. Sadly, neither 
John nor Thomas say anything about the circumstances which led to the sisters being 
so placed.  It began after their widowed father had apparently ceased to be a banker, 
and ended perhaps about the time of their grandfather’s death.   But how Thomas came 
to be chosen remains a mystery.  
 

On 1st September 1789 Susanna married John Barber at St George’s Hanover Square, 
London (where the following year she was to witness Thomas’ marriage to his second 
wife, Mary). At 20 Susanna was under the age of consent, and the entry on the register 
clearly states that she married with the consent of her father William Gines.  She is 
shown as resident in the parish of St George’s (where Thomas also resided).  One 
witness was one of her trustees, Ambrose Martin.  
 

John Barber is shown on the marriage register as resident in the parish of St Vedast, 
Foster Lane, Cheapside, a Wren City Church sometimes called St Vedast-alias-Foster 
(Foster is a corruption of Vedast).  According to Lipscomb John was an eminent 
silversmith in Cheapside, and lived in Denmark Hill, Camberwell, then in Lambeth. It 
seems that Foster Lane was a centre for silversmiths in the C18.  However, the only 
record of a silversmith called John Barber which I have traced died eight years later 
than our John.  
 

The Victoria County History states that the Barbers ‘settled Aston Sandford [sic] in 
1798’,  by which is meant that all the legalities were complete rather than a misprint for 
settling ‘in’;  there is no evidence, such as baptismal records, that they ever lived here.  
All  records point to them living in Lambeth.  
 

Susanna and John had seven children:  John Hurt (c 1783–1872), Thomas’ successor 
at Aston Sandford (our records, unusually, state that he resigned); Ambrose, who died 
in 1826 aged 25 and was buried in Margate; Susanna, Mary, Rebecca, Elizabeth, and  
Charlotte.  
 

On marriage Susanna’s property passed to her husband who accordingly  became the 
patron of Aston Sandford. But it was to Susanna that Thomas wrote in 1801 asking for 
preferment and ‘received an answer peculiarly gratifying to me’.  
 

And it was in 1801 that Susanna’s portrait was painted by John Russell RA (1785 – 
1806). Russell was born and educated in Guildford, and was a portraitist of some note 
who enjoyed Royal patronage; the largest collection of his works is held by Guildford 
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Heritage Services.  He also painted Susanna’s sister Rebekah, by then married to the 
Rev Stephen Langston, vicar of Great Horwood.  
 

John Barber died, according to Lipscomb, on 6th October 1809, during Thomas’ time 
here. I have found a record to suggest that he was buried on 12th October at St  John’s, 
Margate (Margate was later where his son Ambrose was buried), but I have found no 
other record of his death except for his will which clearly shows him resident at  Denmark 
Hill.  John Scott records in the Life that Thomas had lost ‘his esteemed friend and 
patron, Mr Barber’.  On 8th October Thomas wrote what he recognised was a long  
condolence letter to  Susanna; towards the end he says ‘I write as to one of my children’, 
which is quite a telling phrase.  The Manor and advowson reverted to Susanna on her 
husband’s death.  
 

The Life does not record any communication from Susanna on Thomas’ death.  Her son 
John Hurt (possibly by that time curate to Thomas) was due to take the funeral service, 
but was unable to get there in time. He was inducted as Rector here on 12th October 
1821, presented by Susanna, described on the record as ‘of Harwich, Essex’. He was 
succeeded by the Rev Stephen Hurt Langston, son of Susanna’s late sister Rebekah. 
To complete the family history here - the Rev Henry Alford,  who was married to our 
Susanna’s eldest daughter Susanna, was Rector 1836 – 1850; their  nephew, the Rev 
George Alford, was Rector 1858-1862;  and  George’s son, the Rev Allan Cameron 
Alford was Rector 1882-1895.  
 

Lipscomb describes  the widowed Susanna as being ‘of West Hill Lodge,  Brighton’.   
That had been the home of the dowager Countess of Gosford (who died in 1825), 
mother-in-law of Susanna’s son John Hurt who, in 1826, while still Rector here,  became 
perpetual curate of St James, a chapel of ease in Brighton. In the 1841 census, 
regarded as the first modern census, Susanna is recorded as being at our Rectory 
(along with the  Alfords’ youngest son, but the rest of the family being absent); this may 
of course have been a visit.    
 

According to our records, Susanna died at Weston-super-Mare, on 11th May 1846, aged 
77, and was buried in our Church on 19th May.  Her commemoration  plaque on the 
south wall of the chancel (reproduced in the Parish Magazine August 2020) is fittingly 
opposite the plaque to Thomas.  
 

Marilynne A Morgan  -  Treasurer, Aston Sandford Church 
 

References to John Scott’s Life are to the first edition. 
This Summer Guildford House Gallery is showing Georgian Women: Female Portraits by 
John Russell featuring the portrait of Susanna Barber and pendant portrait of her sister, 
Rebekah. The exhibition, hosted by Guildford Heritage Services, is from 29th  May  – 26th  
September  2021, admission free. It  is the result of a Fellowship project funded by the 
Understanding British Portraits group, which allowed Curatorial Assistant, Gemma Haigh, 
to research 19 female portraits by John Russell. The Gallery is located at 155 High Street, 
Guildford Surrey, GU1 3AJ and is open Monday - Saturday 10 00am – 3 30pm. For further 
details on the exhibition and the Gallery itself see www.guildford.gov.uk/guildfordhouse.  
 

The portraits of Susanna and her sister can be viewed online at 
http://www2.guildford.gov.uk/BoroughCollection/artist/9http://www2.guildford.gov.uk/Borou
ghCollection/artist/9.   

http://www.guildford.gov.uk/guildfordhouse
http://www2.guildford.gov.uk/BoroughCollection/artist/9http:/www2.guildford.gov.uk/BoroughCollection/artist/9
http://www2.guildford.gov.uk/BoroughCollection/artist/9http:/www2.guildford.gov.uk/BoroughCollection/artist/9
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Ascension Day and Rogationtide 
 
Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and 
increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.  You 
will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and 
through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 
2 Corinthians 9:10-11 
 
I think we need more holidays!  Yes, if you have been stuck at home for a year or 
on furlough you might not agree but compared to other countries we do not get 
many public holidays. Maytime used to have more holidays than the two Bank 
Holidays we get now.  The Ascension Day used to be either a full day or half 
day’s holiday for schools. When I was at primary school we always had 
Ascension Day off and my mum took me to see grandma. One of the teachers 
was always on the same train we went on. Seeing a teacher out of school 
was quite scary!  Ascension Day is the day we remember our Lord’s ascension to 
heaven and this year it is on Thursday 13 May. 

Rogationtide covers the three weekdays before Ascension Day. The word 
comes from the Latin rogare, ‘to ask’.  Some churches observed Rogation on the 
preceding Sunday. The Prayer Book Gospel includes the words of Jesus, 
‘Whatsoever ye shall ask for in my Name, he will give it you’.  As well as praying, 
the tradition grew of having processions, often around the parish boundaries, for 
the blessing of the land. The Rogation processions were stopped during the 
Reformation but were restarted in 1559. The poet George Herbert considered it 
was a way of asking for God’s blessing on crops, and for justice and charity in 
neighbourliness, reconciling differences and generosity to the poor. Seems a 
good idea to me. Why not bring it back?  ‘Beating the bounds’ still takes place in 
some communities.  At the coastal town of Mudeford in Dorset each year on 
Rogation Sunday the local vicar takes to the water in a rowing boat, to bless the 
sea in a short religious ceremony during which a cross is cast into the depths. 
Locally, beating the bounds was carried out at Waddesdon.  
 
I think asking for God’s blessing on our land and for neighbourliness and justice are 
what people want!  Here is a prayer for Rogationtide,  
 
Let us ask God to have mercy on our tired land, 
And to prosper the work of our soiled hands. 
Let us ask God to forgive our delusion of self-sufficiency 
So that we may praise him for his provision and goodness. 
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Ascension Day Stone - 1926 
 
In May 1926 Ascension Day was 
marked with two Holy Communion 
services in St John Baptist at 6 am 
and 8 am, a children’s service at 
11.30 and 7 pm evensong. There was 
also a 10.30 communion at Hartwell 
Church. All services were conducted 
by Canon Whitechurch.  
 
The same paper announced a new 
pavilion for the recreation ground to 
be built by Plested Bros made of 
wood with a corrugated iron roof. The “commodious” building complete with tool 
shed and veranda would cost £165.00. Lady Smyth was going to hold another fete 
to raise funds.   

  

 

Bernie’s Rural Takeout 
Supporting rural communities through the pandemic 

Lonely, isolated, struggling? 
 

In collaboration with the Bernwode Bus and Clare Foundation, the Parish Council is 
inviting Parishioners from Stone, Bishopstone, Hartwell and Sedrup to nominate 
themselves or someone else in the Parish to receive a winter pick-me-up.  
 

If you or someone you know in the Parish has been struggling, you can nominate them 
to receive a Co-op voucher, fruit & veg box or voucher for The Seven Stars or 
Jeera.  
Email the Clerk clerk@sbhpc.org with the name and contact details of the person you 
wish to nominate so we can arrange the delivery of a voucher or fruit and veg box. Or 
call on 07557 519060 if you don’t have access to email.  
 

Let’s bring some cheer and happiness to our community 
 

           
 

Stone with Bishopstone and Hartwell Parish Council 
Telephone 07557 519060 Email clerk@sbhpc.org   

Website www.sbhpc.org 

mailto:clerk@sbhpc.org
mailto:clerk@sbhpc.org
http://www.sbhpc.org/
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MAY GARDENING NOTES 

 
May is the month when it should be safe to 
plant out all the tender plants but do make 
sure they have been properly hardened off. 
This can be achieved by standing the post or 
boxes in the shelter of a warm wall or building, 
for a couple of nights, and do make sure to 
water them when planting out. 
 
Remember “whether it’s fine or whether it’s 
wet always water when you set”. Any recently planted trees and shrubs need to be 
kept watered, especially as in recent years there has been some extremely hot and 
dry Mays. 
 
Keep the hoe on the move, especially in the vegetable garden.   This not only keeps 
the weeds down but creates a “dust mulch” which hopefully will keep the soil moist.    
 
The warmer weather will bring all manner of pests into the garden so do be on the 
lookout.  I hope this year will be an improvement on last year, as never before have 
I had so much blackfly on not only Broad beans but also the runners later in the 
season.   Even pinching out the tops of the beans did not stop the pests. 
 
Continue making successional sowings of lettuce, peas, beetroot and carrots.  
Carrots and beetroots can be left in the ground, no need to dig them until required 
for use.   Certainly beetroot will keep well into the new year.  
 
PS 
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Simply Walk in Stone, Haddenham & Dinton 
 
We’re back! 
To Simply Walk for an hour or so in the countryside 
Group numbers are restricted, so you will need to LOOK 
For the venues below at www.bookwhen.com/simplywalk 
Where there are walk dates/details and how to BOOK 
A place on our walks throughout the year from: 
  
Methodist Chapel, Eythrope Road – STONE 
Wednesday: 5th and 19th May 
  
Bradmoor Farm (rear) car park, Stanbridge Road – HADDENHAM 
Wednesday: 26th May 
  
Seven Stars PH, New Road – DINTON 
Wednesday: 12th May 
  
We meet in the morning for 10.30 
It’s friendly, fun and free 
We’re still not quite back yet, to normality 
When it comes to the coffee or tea! 
  
Walking for Health with Simply Walk 
For details visit www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/simply-walk 
Or call Fiona Broadbent on 01494 475367. 
  
 

 
 
 

Planning an event?   
 

With restrictions beginning to ease in the coming months, 
 if you’re planning a community event later this year that you’d like to include 

in the Parish & Community News please get in touch and we’ll reserve  
space for you. 

 
Contact details on page 3 

 
  

http://www.bookwhen.com/simplywalk
http://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/simply-walk
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HADDENHAM COMMUNITY LIBRARY IS OPEN 
 
 
 We are here to welcome you when you are ready to come back!  
 

• Haddenham Community Library has re-opened for business with great new 
books plus a lot of old favourites for readers of all ages. 

• We are open for you to borrow and return books on Tuesday mornings from 
10.00am until 1.00pm on Thursday afternoons from 2.00pm until 5.00pm and 
Friday mornings from 10.00am until 1.00pm 

• For your safety and peace of mind a range of measures designed to prevent 
the transmission of the virus are in place, and all returned  books are 
quarantined for 72 hours before going back onto the shelves 

• A member of staff is at the door to welcome and help you with the systems in 
operation so we comply with government regulations and keep you safe 

• Though the Children’s section of the library has had to remain  closed  all the  
reading books are housed in the main part of library and the picture books 
have been sorted into bundles and placed in handy  recyclable carrier bags  

• We have a public computer available free to use by library members and as 
we are a CAP (Council Access Point) we also have a direct line Freephone to 
Buckinghamshire Council Customer Care Centre. 
 

As restrictions are eased and it is deemed safe to do so, then the Library intends 
to gradually increase its opening hours and the range of services it can offer. In 
the meantime our manager and volunteers are working hard to provide readers 
with a comfortable and friendly service and access to a great selection of books.  
Remember you can use your Buckinghamshire Library card in any library.  
 
If you are not a member you can join on line or in person at any library. For 
information about the Buckinghamshire Library Service and access to the huge 
range of on line services available through membership then visit our website at: 
www.haddenhamcommunitylibrary.org.uk.  From there you can follow the link 
through to the Council website at www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/libraries  
 
We know how much people value and love their libraries and have missed them 
being open. On behalf of the Trustees, Manager and Volunteers of Haddenham 
Community Library thank you for all your support and kind wishes and we look 
forward to seeing you very soon. 

   

http://www.haddenhamcommunitylibrary.org.uk/
http://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/libraries
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FOODBANK COLLECTIONS 
 

 

Two ways to donate to 
foodbanks in Aylesbury 
and other local charities: 

 
 

• Tinned meat, fish and veg  Surplus vegetables can 

• Toiletries   be made into healthy 

• Long-life milk   ready-meals or used to 

• Cereals    feed animals in the care 

• Chocolate   of charities. 

• Tea, coffee 

Please place any donations in the yellow crates  

at Stone Methodist Church and Stone Service Station. 

Bernie the Bus will collect them on Thursdays 
 

Thank you 

 
 

 
NEW BOOK EXCHANGE INITIATIVE IN STONE 

 
There is a new Book Exchange Facility that has 
recently arrived, situated in The Bus Shelter adjacent to 
Stone Village Hall. 
This has been provided and will be attended by 
enthusiasts associated with the Waddesdon “Bernie” 
the Bus & Clare Foundation Charity.  

Lockdown proved many readers who were unable to attend their 
usual Library Service had an eagerness to share/exchange 
books. Consequently, with funding by a Lottery Grant, several 
steel containers with shelves of books of all types for every age 
group are now available for our local residents.  
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Aunt Em Springtime recipes 
 
Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and 
went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.  Simon and his companions went to 
look for him, 
Mark 1:34-36 
 
Aunt Em’s series of booklets on breakfast and light lunch recipes were not a great 
success. Probably she needed to pay more attention to the titles. “Touching the 
Void” and “The Gathering Gloom” may not appeal to everyone.  
 
As Em often says there is nothing like a good breakfast, nice and early to fill you 
up for the day. Em likes to get up and spend what she calls a quiet time, thinking, 
praying and reading. She likes something simple like mushrooms on toast with 
Worcester sauce or eggs and spinach which does not sound good but in fact tastes 
really nice. Another option is tomatoes, even from a tin, which taste nice with fresh 
basil.  
 
Em often says these are special times when 
the world has not got up and you can be 
quiet and plan the day ahead.  I usually ask 
her to tell me all about it when I wake up 
later.  
 
Keep in touch  
Love Max  

 

 -  - - - - - - - - - -  
 
 
 

 

Foreign Coins or unwanted gold  
 

Keep sending in any foreign or old coins or unwanted 
gold jewellery. We can convert this into funding for the 
church. We’ve raised much needed funds recently from 
a few obsolete foreign banknotes and jewellery. 

 

You can send them to 12 Roundhill, Stone HP17 8RD 
Tel 01296 748170 or david@pickupandscott.co.uk 

 
 

  

mailto:david@pickupandscott.co.uk


_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parish News                                          18                              May 2021 

 
NEWS FROM CHAPEL HILL 
STONE METHODIST CHAPEL 
 

Eythrope Road, Stone  HP17 8PH 
Minister: Revd. Keith Edwards 
Tel: 01296 423363 
ulysee798@gmail.com 
Village contact: Mrs. Sue Spinks 
Clowesbourne, Upton, HP17 8UA 
royandsue1@btinternet.com   

 

The Chapel with heart, at the heart of the village 
 

There is a WORSHIP SERVICE each Sunday @ 11 a.m. 
 held adhering to current pandemic restrictions. 

Please contact Sue Spinks [details above] for details  
 

A weekly ‘Pew Sheet’ is delivered/posted to the congregation so village friends 
continue to be prayed for week by week.   During May and following an 

alphabetical list of village streets we will pray for the families of  
Upper Hartwell, Warren Close, Whitechurch Close, Willowmead & Badgers Rise 

 

Please leave any prayer requests in the letter box on the Chapel porch, 
anonymous if you prefer. 

 

**************** 
 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 2021 is from 10th – 16th MAY 
       and there’s a new initiative for this year –  
 TAKEAWAY PLOUGHMAN’S LUNCH BAGS! 
Details of how to order and collect are on page 19 of 

the Magazine 
Something else is new: House to House collections being 
difficult to arrange this year, a delivery-only envelope may 

be popped through your door, seal your donation inside and leave either in the 
Chapel Postbox or at Sue’s address in Upton as above. 

If you don’t receive an envelope and would like one, please contact me. 
Online giving is another alternative: 

go to www.christianaid.org.uk/give/ways-to-donate  for details 
 

We are all concerned about climate change and this year CHRISTIAN AID  
are focusing on the plight of families in Kenya, where alternate drought and flooding 

caused by climate change, are causing incredible hardship.  
CHRISTIAN AID are helping communities to withstand climate chaos: building better earth 
dams to harvest water [instead of it flooding the land] and the sowing of drought-tolerant 

crops. 
 

The coronavirus pandemic has made the provision of adequate clean water even more of a 
priority as frequent hand washing is vital to stay safe against the virus. 

 
PLEASE SUPPORT CHRISTIAN AID IN 2021 – THANK YOU  

mailto:ulysee798@gmail.com
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/give/ways-to-donate
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PLEASE   SUPPORT CHRISTIAN AID 

 

   BOOK A PLOUGHMAN’S  

   LUNCH BAG  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

For Collection from The Methodist Chapel,  

Eythrope Road, Stone 

SATURDAY 15th MAY 
between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 

 

Your lunch bag will contain roll and butter with cheese, 

plus coleslaw, fruit and cake/biscuit 

 

We ask a minimum donation of £2.50 but please feel 

free to pay more!       
 
 

PLEASE RING SUE 748369 OR email 

royandsue1@btinternet.com 

on or before THURSDAY 13th MAY  

TO BOOK YOUR LUNCH BAG 
 
 
  

mailto:royandsue1@btinternet.com
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FRONT COVER PHOTOGRAPHY 
 

We’re in need of some photographs to feature on the front cover of the 

magazine.  Do you have any interesting colour photos taken in and 

around the parish?  We’d like local scenes, wildlife or even shots of your 

garden.  Images can be simple snaps taken on a smartphone or with a 

camera.  Ideally in a reasonably high resolution and preferably landscape 

or square. 

 

Please send any images you think may be suitable to: 

magazine@stonedintonhartwell.com 

 

We like to feature seasonal images throughout the year so we’d like to 

keep a file of interesting and suitable photos.  You’ll be credited in the 

magazine if your photo is used. 

 

Happy snapping!   

 
 

 

 
 
 

  

mailto:magazine@stonedintonhartwell.com
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ANSWER TO MYSTERY HOUSE No 13 (from page 7) 
 

Mystery House no 13 – the Garden Cottage at Hartwell (painting 

by W F Witherington R A and exhibited at the Royal Academy in 1811) 
 

Built during his exile at Hartwell by French 
king, Louis XVIII, in 1809, possibly for his 
niece the Duchesse d’Angouême, also here 
in exile, this “cottage orné” was a cut above 
the usual Hartwell estate houses. It was 
designed in the style of the French Lot area, 
with elaborate stone and woodwork. With 
five rooms, it was built behind Gibb’s 1730s 
Canal Temple, and at the same time a door 

and window were inserted in the front of the temple, with an inner staircase to a 
first floor. In a study of the cottage and temple, Architect Eric Throssell imagined 
king and duchess relaxing peacefully as they sat upstairs in the temple and secretly 
watched the comings and goings on the drive and in the grounds before them*. 
After Queen Marie Josephine died at Hartwell of dropsy in 1809 Louis appreciated 
the companionship and conversation.    *(Louis XVIII The Lost Garden Cottage Retreat) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

King Louis, the altered  Gibbs Canal Temple and the Duchess 
 

This is a Country Life photo from the early C20, taken just before the temple arch 
was restored. You can see faint outlines of the cottage behind it. In the mid-1800s 
it was still clearly in good shape, as it was offered by John Lee to architect Joseph 
Bonomi and his family for a visit.  
 
The thatch was eventually replaced by quite elaborate red tiles and the house was 
inhabited well into the C20 until both building and garden were derelict. It was 
demolished by the Ernest Cook Trust in 1960. 
 
Many local people will remember the “Shakespeare in the Park” performances 
arranged by David Pickup about 20 years ago, when Gibb’s Canal Temple provided 
a splendid backdrop and the grass before it a natural stage - and a perfect picnic 
place. 
 

Stone Local History Group  
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Pickup & Scott - A Specialist Local Firm 

Immigration 

We can help with nationality applications, immigration advice and asylum 
cases. 

Mental Health Law 

We have many years of experience in advising in all matters relating to 
Mental Health Law.  

Crime and Prison law 

We can assist with motoring offences, police investigations and court 
proceedings. We also advise on parole hearings.  

Wills, Probate and Power of Attorney 

Wills, Trust and Probate provide a means of preparing for what lies ahead.  

6 Bourbon St, Aylesbury HP20 2RR Telephone: 01296 397794 

Appointments: reception@pickupandscott.co.uk
  

http://www.pickupandscott.co.uk/contact/
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May at Waterperry 
 

Waterperry Gardens – eight acres of spectacular ornamental gardens  
with a fascinating history and one of the country’s finest herbaceous  

borders - blooming with Lupins and Alliums at this time of year*. 
 

There is a Plant Centre, Garden Shop, Gift Barn, Gallery, Rural Life  
Museum and Teashop onsite and events run throughout the year*. 

 

*Please keep an eye on our website for our latest news and to  
pre-book your ornamental garden visit.  

 
Waterperry Gardens - a place to explore, relax and shop in beautiful 

surroundings all year round. 
 

www.waterperrygardens.co.uk 
 

 
 

2021 Day Trips Brochure is Out Now! 
www.mottsholidays.com            

01296 336666  
 

 
Holidays from Mon 17th May 2021 on sale now! 

www.crusader-holidays.co.uk                                               

01296 336666 / 01255 425453 
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VILLAGE ENVIRONMENTAL 

SERVICES 

Proprietor: Dennis Cook 

 

BLOCKED DRAINS CLEARED 

REASONABLE RATES 

NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR EVENING, WEEKEND OR 

BANK HOLIDAY CALL-OUTS 

24 HOUR POLlTE, COURTEOUS SERVICE_ 

C.C.T.V. DRAIN SURVEYS 

 

9am-6pm 

Tel: 07850 635 844 

 

All other times 

01296 624221 

Full Public Liability Insurance 

 
DOMESTIC DRAIN SERVICE 
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ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A 
VENUE 

FOR YOUR GROUP/MEETING/ 
CHILDREN’S PARTY 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LOOK NO FURTHER! 
 

The Chapel Hall is available 
for hire at very reasonable 

rates 
Electric cooker/kettles/cutlery/ 

crockery all on site. 
Please contact Sue Spinks on 

01296 748369 
royandsue1@btinternet.com 
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WINDMILL SERVICES 

 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

AND 

General Building Work 
 

Telephone 01844 279519 
 

FREEPHONE 0800 7837194 
 

Email: windmill2@btinternet.com 
Website: www.windmill-services.co.uk 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
News-Direct 

 
Newspapers & magazines 

delivered to your door 
every morning. 

 
All newspaper accounts 

can be settled by 
debit/credit card by calling 

01844 291341 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.windmill-services.co.uk/
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STONE VILLAGE HALL 
50 Oxford Road, Stone  
HP17 8PB 
 

This large, well-equipped hall 
with stage, kitchen and 
committee room in the centre of 
Stone is available for single or 
regular lettings 
 

Suitable for meetings, events,  
parties and receptions 
Disabled access 
 

For information and bookings telephone 
01296 748279 
 

    
 

 
 
 
      PC and Laptop Repairs 

Telephone 01296 823009 
We are a local company with 30 years’ experience. 

We can service/repair your PC or Laptop without affecting your 
Manufacturer’s Warranty. 

Visiting us to drop off or collect computers, is by appointment only. 
 

  

Computer Running Slow? 

Computer will not start? 

Virus or popups? 

Strange messages or Toolbars? 

Email Hacked? 

Replacement or Upgrade advice? 

Still located in 
Bishopstone! 

We are still open 
during the 

Coronavirus 
pandemic. But 

extra quarantine 
processes are in 

place. 
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Parish and other websites 
 

Church https://stonedintonhartwell.com/ 

Stone with Bishopstone and Hartwell 
Parish Council 

http://www.sbhpc.org/ 

Jubilee Pavilion http://www.sbhpc.org/Jubilee-

Pavilion/Jubilee-Pavilion-Home 

Dinton with Ford and Upton Parish 
Council 

https://www.dinton.org/  

Dinton News https://www.dinton.info/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benefice Website https://www.wychertvale.org/ 

Oxford Diocese (The Church of England 
serving the people of Oxfordshire, 
Berkshire and Buckinghamshire) 

https://www.oxford.anglican.org/ 

Church of England https://www.churchofengland.org/ 

 
 
 

A selection of local Facebook pages to follow for local news and events.   
 

   Parish and Community News 
   Search Facebook with   @stonedintonparishnews 
 

   Stone, Bishopstone and Hartwell Parish Council 
    Search Facebook with:   @sbhpc 
 

   Stone, Buckinghamshire – a local community page 
    Search Facebook with:  @StoneBuckinghamshire 
 

   Wychert Vale Benefice 
   Search Facebook with:  @WychertValeBenefice 

 

   Stone, Dinton & Hartwell – church news 
   Search Facebook with:  @stonedintonhartwell 
 

   Diocese of Oxford 
    Search Facebook with:  @dioceseofoxford  

https://stonedintonhartwell.com/
http://www.sbhpc.org/
http://www.sbhpc.org/Jubilee-Pavilion/Jubilee-Pavilion-Home
http://www.sbhpc.org/Jubilee-Pavilion/Jubilee-Pavilion-Home
https://www.dinton.org/
https://www.dinton.info/
https://www.wychertvale.org/
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/
https://www.churchofengland.org/
https://www.facebook.com/StoneDintonParishNews/
https://www.facebook.com/sbhpc
https://www.facebook.com/StoneBuckinghamshire/
https://www.facebook.com/WychertValeBenefice/
https://www.facebook.com/stonedintonhartwell/
https://www.facebook.com/dioceseofoxford/
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T&B Private Hire 
01844 261116 

07831 882694 
trevorjbailey@googlemail.com 

 

Air-conditioned cars and MPVs 

available for all occasions.   

For details of rates and availability, 

please get in touch. 

 

  
 
 

 

Ric Lee 
“Handyman” 

 
General House Maintenance 

Painting and Decorating 
Flat Pack Furniture Assembly 

Bespoke shelving, cupboards and 
storage units built and fitted to 

your specification 
 

Tel: 01296 749044 
Mob: 07831 658909 

 
 
 
   

 

JUBILEE PAVILION 
W W W . J U B I L E E P A V I L I O N . C O . U K  

 

 
• Great venue for village activities, fund raising events,  

parties and groups. 

• Includes a well-equipped kitchen with cooker and fridge.  

• Changing rooms with hot showers for recreational hire.  

• Car park with easy access. 
For availability and booking enquiries contact Angela 

Email: clerk@sbhpc.org or visit 
https://www.sbhpc.org/Jubilee-Pavilion/Jubilee-Pavilion-Home 

 

http://www.jubileepavilion.co.uk/
mailto:clerk@sbhpc.org


 

 

 
 

HARTWELL HOUSE & SPA REOPENS 
 
The good news is that we hope Hartwell House will reopen on 17th 
May, and its Spa earlier on 14th April, following the UK Government’s 
roadmap out of lockdown. In advance of reopening, we will be 
welcoming back our loyal staff who have been on furlough leave, 
once again to look after our returning guests. 
 
It became clear to us during the last tumultuous year, that in between 
the various lockdowns when the hotel could be open, all the 
measures we put in place for the safety of our guests were much 
appreciated.  Guests told us that they felt safe through the 
thoroughness of those measures, but could still enjoy the 
atmosphere and great comfort of our historic property. 
 
We have always regarded our type of hotel-keeping as the provision 
of restorative calm hospitality, or if you like ‘oasis management’. This 
is especially important now that people can again visit their favourite 
places, get away from their own four walls, to enjoy the space, 
comfort and beauty of our restored historic house set in its own 

secluded garden and landscape. 

 
We are really looking forward to welcoming you back, and shall be 
pleased to discuss any questions you may have about your visit. 

 
Please visit www.hartwell-house.com  for more information. 

Lower Hartwell, Stone, Buckinghamshire HP17 8NR 

http://www.hartwell-house.com/

