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WYCHERT VALE BENEFICE CONTACTS 
 

Benefice Rector 
 

Revd Cassa Messervy 

Associate Rector 
Revd 

Canon  
Dr Phil 
Groves 

 

7, Badgers Rise 
Stone Aylesbury 
HP17 8RR 

 
Tel: 01296 748 390 
Email: drphilgroves@gmail.com 

Associate Minister 
Revd Nigel Featherston 

Greenwood,  
New Road,  
Dinton, HP17 8UT 

 

Tel: 01296 747454         
Email: nfeatherston@btinternet.com 

 

Treasurer 
Steven Kennell 
 

 
Email: treasurer@stonedintonhartwell.com 

For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals  
please contact the Parish Administrator at the  

Benefice office St Mary’s Centre Station Road Haddenham Aylesbury HP17 8AJ 
or email office@wychertvale.org  or  office@haddenhamstmarys.org 

St John the Baptist, Stone 
 
Richard Smith 
Churchwarden 
  

 
 
richard.smith@stonedintonhartwell.com 

St Peter and St Paul, Dinton 
 

Rosemary Jackson 
Churchwarden 

 

Innisfree, New 
Road, Dinton, HP17 
8UT 

 

01296 748655    
jacksonrj@btinternet.com  

St Michael & All Angels, Aston Sandford 
 

Marilynne Morgan 
Hon Treasurer 
 

  
4mam.morgan@gmail.com 

 
Nick Morgan 
Churchwarden  
 

  
01844 291217  
4nick.morgan@gmail.com  

 
Laura Macpherson 
Churchwarden 
 

  
lauramacpherson52@gmail.com 

 

 
Front Cover image courtesy of David J Peck 

 

mailto:office@haddenhamstmarys.org
mailto:jacksonrj@btinternet.com
mailto:4nick.morgan@gmail.com
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Parish News 
 

 
"The LORD will indeed give what is good, and our land will yield its harvest." 
Psalm 85:12 
 

 
Editorial 
 
I remember a story from primary school days about Joseph. No, not his coat of 
many colours, but the bit about him understanding dreams. Dreams do not usually 
mean anything other than you should not have had cheese for supper, but Joseph 
could interpret what dreams meant. It came in handy when Pharaoh had some 
funny dreams. You can read the whole story in Genesis 41.  
 
He dreamt about lean cows and some fat 
cows and he predicted years of plenty and a 
time of little. He planned ahead and stored 
the excess built up in good times for the 
challenging years, 
 
“During the seven years of abundance the 
land produced plentifully. Joseph collected 
all the food produced in those seven years of 
abundance in Egypt and stored it in the cities. 
In each city he put the food grown in the fields surrounding it. Joseph stored up 
huge quantities of grain, like the sand of the sea; it was so much that he stopped 
keeping records because it was beyond measure.” 
 
We could probably do with someone like Joseph around now. We need to plan 
ahead and learn to use resources well. And a coat of many colours would come in 
handy as well.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Parish & Community News : News team 
Editor: David Pickup  01296 748170    david@pickupandscott.co.uk 
Editorial: Carole Fryer 01296 748538    carole.e.fryer@outlook.com 
Advertising: Sue Unwin 07760 177599    sunwin1958@hotmaill.com 
IT Producer: Heather Harris    07766 086280   hevsharris@aol.com 
Distributor:    Fiona Rysdale     01296 747663   therysdales@live.co.uk 
Readership:   Ruth Jeffery            07792 734116  ruth@computing4u.net  

mailto:carole.e.fryer@outlook
mailto:hevsharris@aol.com
mailto:therysdales@live.co.uk
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Parish Services and Calendar  
 

 
October 
2021 
 

St John  
the Baptist 

Stone* 
 

St Peter & 
Paul 

Dinton* 

Stone 
Methodist 
Chapel ** 

St Michael & 
All Angels 

Aston 
Sandford*** 

Sunday 3rd 
October 
Trinity 18 
 

10.30am 
All Age/ 
Family 
Service 

10.00am 
Harvest 

Thanksgiving 
with Holy 

Communion 

11.00am 
Holy 

Communion 

 

Sunday 10th 
October  
Trinity 19 
 

10.30am 
Holy 

Communion 

6.00pm 
Parish 

Evensong 

11.00am 
Worship 

 

Sunday 17th 
October 
Trinity 20 
 

9.00am 
Mattins 

10.30am 
Morning 
Worship 

10.00am 
Morning 
Worship 

11.00am 
Worship 

11.00am 
Harvest 

Thanksgiving 

Sunday 24th 
October 
Trinity 21 

10.30am 
Holy 

Communion 

4.00pm 
Messy Church 

11.00am 
Worship 

 

Sunday 31st 
October 
4 Advent 

10.30am 
Morning 
Worship 

   

Sunday 7th 
November 
3 Advent 

10.30am 
All Age/ 
Family 
Service 

10.00am  
Holy 

Communion 

11.00am 
Worship 

 

 For current Covid compliance and 
any service changes, please see 
the parish website and notices at 
the churches. 

** No longer 
any need to 
pre-book for 
these 
services. 

*** Correct at 
time of going 
to press.  
Please contact 
Churchwarden 
for latest 
information. 

 
 
 

Parish News is a community magazine for the residents of Stone, Dinton, Ford, Upton, 
Bishopstone, Hartwell and Aston Sandford. We welcome news, announcements by societies and 
clubs, and articles on local and other issues. We do not charge for charities or personal notices such 
as weddings, baptisms or acknowledgments and welcome advertising by local businesses.  
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NEWS FROM ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH, STONE 
 

St John The Baptist Church, Stone has a lot 
of things to do to keep the fabric of the church 
and churchyard safe, to provide the much-
needed facilities and kitchen and keep it all 
looking good for the whole community. 

 

As we come out of the past 1½ years, many people are still buying online. 
 

If you are continuing to buy online, you could help us!  
 

We are registered on the Giving Machine and if you shop via the Giving Machine, 
we will receive a donation at no cost to you.  
 

Most popular shops such as Tesco, Waitrose, Amazon etc are on the Giving 
Machine.  
 

Visit www.stonedintonhartwell.com/parish-giving/ for more information and to sign 
up.  
 

Please remember “Every little helps”. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Church Choir News 

 
 
After a long break we are now delighted to have started up the church choir again 
to perform in both St John the Baptist, Stone and St Peter and St Paul, Dinton.  
Practices take place in St John the Baptist, Stone on Tuesday evenings at 7:30pm 
and Saturday mornings at 10:30am. Chris Ashbridge would love to hear from 
anyone wanting to find out more about singing in the choir. 

• There is no audition 

• You do not need to be able to read music 
 
This is a perfect opportunity to have a go at singing in a small friendly group who 
just enjoy making music together. The choir always enhances the worship in our 
services – just what we need after a prolonged period of silence!       Chris 
Ashbridge   Tel: 01296 74877 
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Harvest Festivals over the years  

 
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is gracious, 
For his steadfast love endures for ever. 

Psalm 107.1 
 
The tradition of celebrating the Harvest Festival in churches began in 1843 when, 
at Morwenstow in Cornwall, The Reverend Robert Hawker conducted a special 
thanksgiving service at his church and blessed the crops. A year later, The 
Reverend Henry Alford’s hymn, ‘Come, ye thankful people, come, raise the song 
of harvest-home!’ was published, and we open our service with it today. In the 
decades that followed, Harvest Festival services grew in popularity in churches 
throughout the country. It was first recognised officially in the Church of England 
in 1862. 

One hundred years ago harvest was celebrated 
on Sunday 9th October 1921 in Stone with three 
services, morning afternoon and evening, all well 
attended. There was also an evening service on a 
Thursday. On Sunday afternoon 16th October 
1921 there was Harvest Festival held at Hartwell 
church with a sermon preached by Canon 
Whitchurch. The church was beautifully 
decorated with fruit veg corn and flowers. Both 
churches held collections for the Royal Bucks 
Hospital. I have not found any record of a similar 

service at Dinton that year.  
 
As long as the earth endures, 
Seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, 
Summer and winter,  
day and night 
Shall not cease       Genesis 8.22.  

"Now he who supplies seed to the sower 
and bread for food will also supply and 
increase your store of seed and will enlarge 
the harvest of your righteousness." 
2 Corinthians 9:10  
 
"Let us not become weary in doing good, for 
at the proper time 
we will reap a harvest if we do not give up." 

                                                                                                    Galatians 6:9  

Photo courtesy of David Peck  
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"The LORD will indeed give what is good, and our land will yield its 
harvest." 
Psalm 85:12  

About two hundred years on 19 September 1819, Keats walked near Winchester 
along the River Itchen. Keats wrote "How beautiful the season is now – How fine 
the air. A temperate sharpness about it... I never lik'd stubble fields so much as 
now [...] Somehow a stubble plain looks warm – in the same way that some 
pictures look warm – this struck me so much in my Sunday's walk that I 
composed upon it." 

To Autumn 
 
Season of mists and mellow 
fruitfulness 
Close bosom-friend of the maturing 
sun 
Conspiring with him how to load and 
bless 
With fruit the vines that round the 
thatch-eaves run; 
To bend with apples the moss'd 
cottage-trees, 
And fill all fruit with ripeness to the 
core; 
To swell the gourd, and plump the 
hazel shells 
With a sweet kernel; to set budding 
more, 
And still more, later flowers for the 
bees, 
Until they think warm days will never 
cease, 
For Summer has o'er-brimm'd their clammy cells. 

 
  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Itchen,_Hampshire
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Mystery Building no 17 – where is this little house?  
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Letter from Aston Sandford 
 
 

Autumn days 
Thoughts of October bring images of mellow fruitfulness, as described in John 
Keats’ poem To Autumn; I studied Keats for A level English and it was my favourite 
poem.  I always think of Old Man’s Beard, or Traveller’s Joy, our native, and 
invasive, clematis, because the hedgerows on my way to school were always 
covered in the Autumn with the fluffy seed heads. Most of all there are the vibrant 
Autumn hues as the leaves begin to colour up, then fall and cover the ground or 
blow about. 

A good time then for a good walk.  
I am not a great walker but I am 
intrigued by a book called 
Buckinghamshire Footpaths, by J 
H B Peel, published by Chaterson 
in 1949 in their Cross Country 
Book series. Described in one 
obituary as a landscape writer and 
a literary geographer who 
conveyed romance and a sense of 
place, John Hugh Brignal 
Peel (1913 - 1983) was a  journalist, author and poet.  He was the son of Hugh 
William Peel, better known as a  comedian called Gillie Potter.  For 20 years JHB 
Peel wrote a fortnightly essay called Country Talks for the Daily Telegraph.  He also  
wrote and narrated radio and television programmes. He became quite well known, 
and two of his books were named as Book of the Year by the Sunday Times. In his 
obituary in the Telegraph he was described as ‘a survivor of that very English 
tradition of gentle but elegant writing about the countryside with a wealth of literary 
allusion and a touch of eccentricity’.  His friend the late Poet Laureate John 
Masefield said of him that ‘Mr Peel knows more than any other living man about the 
life of the English Countryside’.  

Buckinghamshire Footpaths was one of his first travel books; he wrote about a 
dozen in all, including two on the Chilterns.  Indeed he lived in the Chilterns for 35 
years, until he moved to Exmoor.  I believe he lived on the outskirts of Prestwood, 
which he describes in the introduction to the book as a small village in a remote 
part of the Chilterns, and that ‘the hamlet of Little Hampden, which I can see from 
my window, lies three miles from any shop or motor bus’ (I guess it still does, 
perhaps further in the case of the bus!) – in contrast to what he calls ‘the London 
side of Amersham [which] is marred beyond mending’.  The purpose of the book 
he says is ‘to re-explore the antique and unsullied Buckinghamshire’. It is not a 
comprehensive compendium of its flora and fauna or antiquities etc.  I am afraid he 
would be heart broken by the developments of the last 70 plus years and those 
happening at present.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Journalist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Author
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daily_Telegraph
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radio
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Television
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One of his seven walks is from 
Dinton to Chearsley, via Upper and 
Nether Winchendon and 
Cuddington, so through a good 
part of our benefice. He starts at 
the bus stop at Dinton Castle which 
he describes as a ‘peculiarly 
unconvincing mound of stones 
arrayed in a sour disorder… for 
what purpose is uncertain’ (I 
wonder what he would make of it 
now!).   Dinton itself seems to him 

‘one of the loveliest villages of the plain’.  As a poet his description of everything is 
lyrical and poems litter the text.  His description of Dinton village is a good example 
of his style, which does indeed convey a sense of place –  

It is worthwhile to explore this village and to sample the by-lanes at its far 
end, for their cottages and gardens, and the fine old inn there.  In the 
background, distant on the skyline, the Chiltern Hills keep immemorial vigil 
over the Vale.  They are indeed the Hounds of Heaven, and for many miles 
there is no escaping them, nor any desire to do so. 
Having tasted what Dinton has to offer – and, not least, the superb 
tympanum of the church’s Norman entrance – you should return, by the 
same way, to the egregious Dinton Castle. 

This pocket-sized book is only 150 pages long, with numerous photographs 
throughout.  It is by no means as detailed as Shorter’s 350-page Highways and 
Byways of Buckinghamshire published in 1910.  Buckinghamshire Footpaths would 
be a handy enough book to accompany a walk and to compare then and now, 
especially to discover if those footpaths still exist.  
 
Marilynne A Morgan 
Treasurer, Aston Sandford Church   

 
 

 

Call for front cover photography! 
 

If you have any interesting colour photos taken 
within the Parish, including local scenes; wildlife 
or even shots of your garden and would like them 
to appear on the front cover of the Parish Church 
and Community News, please send them as hi-
res jpegs to magazine@stonedintonhartwell.com 
 
 

  

mailto:magazine@stonedintonhartwell.com
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STONE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 
Covid update, Summer 2021 
 
Sadly, like so many other organisations, we have been unable to hold our monthly 
meetings in Stone Village Hall since March 2020. We had hoped to get together 
again in September this year, but still feel unable to put our members at any risk 
from meeting in a confined space, so have reluctantly decided to wait until 
conditions are more stable. 
 
We have, however, made a tentative booking for a meeting on Monday 15th 
November when if we are sure that conditions are safe for you, Keith Hasted will 
talk on the history of the Palace of Westminster and we will hold a belated AGM. 
Note the new day of the meeting - we have lost our Tuesday slot. 
 
Since last March we have, however, been able to produce a monthly 3-page 
newsletter, filled with histories, stories and anecdotes relating to the history of our 
villages, culled from our very large archive of records, cuttings, maps, and 
photographs. We have covered everything from archaeology to shopping, village 
families, houses, industries, and occupations. This is sent by email to all our 
members and is available free to interested local non-members and friends. 
 
In September there was the first of three features on the multi-talented children and 
grandchildren of Admiral Smyth and his wife Annarella, starting with surveyor and 
mineralogist Sir Warington Wilkinson and his Australian descendants and Charles 
Piazzi Smyth, Astronomer Royal for Scotland, pyramidologist and photographer.  
Also, the House of Citizenship, a finishing school at Hartwell from1957-85.  
 
In October there will be the family of the Admiral’s daughter Henrietta Grace, 
including Robert and Olave Baden Powell, founders of the Scout and Guide 
movements, visiting tradesmen in Stone in the 1950s, 60s and’70s, a diving 
experiment and possibly a couple of local murders!  
 
If you would like to receive copies of the newsletter email 
carole.e.fryer@outlook.com. They are usually circulated mid-month. 
   
 
 

 
 

mailto:carole.e.fryer@outlook.com
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Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2021  
 

This year marks the centenary of the Royal British Legion. From the creation of a 
dedicated TB hospital and providing emergency aid payments and food parcels to 
families in the wake of the First World War to helping veterans get back into 
employment, supporting serving and ex-serving personnel with life changing 
injuries following conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan, supporting veterans living with 
dementia and helping families impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic. The RBL has 
been around for 100 years and will continue to be there into the next 100.  
 
Last year was very challenging for charities with reduced income and increased 
need. Please support the local appeal this year.  We always need more help with 
static sales at the shop, places that will host a collecting box such as businesses in 
the parish and door to door collecting. If you can help by preparing or distributing 
boxes, please let me know.   
 
David Pickup  
01296 748170  |  david@pickupandscott.co.uk  

 
 
 
Key Dates 2021:  
 
National Poppy Appeal launch - Thursday 28th October 
Armistice Day - Thursday 11th November 
National Festival of Remembrance - Saturday 13th November 
Remembrance Sunday - Sunday 14th November 
 
 
 

 
  

mailto:david@pickupandscott.co.uk
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ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH, STONE 
 
COULD YOU VOLUNTEER TO HELP US? 

 
If so you will be able to: 
 

• Work on a specified area of the 

churchyard in your own time 

• Use your own equipment or ours depending on how you feel 

• Be part of a team who care and are appreciated 

• Help with conservation and encouragement of wildlife 

• Enjoy doing something your church and community need 

If you can help then please call Ivor and have a chat., tel: 01296 747671 
 
********************************************************************************************* 
 

 
 
 

 

DINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETING DATES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL IN 2021  

  

 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE PARISH COUNCIL WILL MEET ON 
THE FOLLOWING DATES, AND TIMES SPECIFIED IN THE VILLAGE HALL, DINTON. 

 

ANY COMMITTEE MEETINGS ARE NOTIFIED SEPARATELY BY AGENDA NOTICES. 
AGENDAS WILL BE PLACED ON THE NOTICE BOARDS & WEBSITE  

 

Meetings are scheduled to start at 7.30pm unless otherwise notified differently on the agenda 
 

Keith Gray, JP - CLERK TO THE COUNCIL 
 

12th October 9th November   14th December 
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October Gardening Notes 
 

This year’s weather has been the most unusual I can ever recall.   Looking back, 
August was such a strange month, generally cool, very little sun and mostly dry 
apart from one night when there was just short of an inch of rain.   
 
 October is generally considered the end of the gardening year, although plants 
never really stop growing, certainly this year weeds have grown so quickly making 
it difficult to keep gardens tidy but along with the weeds most plants have enjoyed 
the conditions.  For some unknown reason my green-house tomatoes were an 
abject failure. 
 
The time has now arrived to make preparations 
for Spring.   Bulbs and spring flowering plants 
need planting this month although tulip bulbs can 
be left until November.   Wallflowers which make 
colourful plants and are easy to grow can be 
planted now, either in containers or in the ground.   
If they can be left undisturbed, they will flower for 
several years. 
 
Rock gardens which are often overlooked at this time of the year, may need a good 
tidy up, ready for Spring flowering.   Certainly, following this year’s wonderful 
growing conditions for trees and shrubs, make sure to clear leaves from plants and 
there may be a need to give some shrubs and hedges an extra trim.       
 PS 

 

FOURTH TUESDAY FELLOWSHIP 
meets at 2.30 p.m. on TUESDAY OCTOBER 26th 

when we’ll sing a well-known hymn or two and share in prayer and a Bible 
reading.  

 
With winter evenings upon us, it’s time to draw closer to the fire, toast the 

crumpets and settle down with a favourite book. 
So at this October meeting come along to share chat about 

the authors you admire and the books you like. 
 

We can’t promise the crumpets or the roaring fire, 
but there will be fragrant tea and tasty sandwiches and cake! 

 
A happy afternoon to meet friends, and make friends: 

SEE YOU THERE 
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Simply Walk in Stone, Haddenham & Dinton 
 
Come suited & booted for whatever the weather 
To Simply Walk for an hour or so in the countryside 
No restriction on numbers, but you’ll still need to LOOK 
For the venues below at www.bookwhen.com/simplywalk 
Where there are walk dates/details and how to BOOK 
A place on our walks throughout the year from: 
 
Methodist Chapel, Eythrope Road – STONE 
Wednesday: 6th and 20th October 
 
Bradmoor Farm (rear) car park, Stanbridge Road – 
HADDENHAM 
Wednesday: 13th October 
 
Seven Stars PH, New Road – DINTON 
Wednesday: 27th October 
 
We meet in the morning for 10.30 
It’s friendly, fun and free 
We’re as pleased as punch now happily 
Back at the Chapel for our coffee or tea! 
 
Walking for Health with Simply Walk 
Visit www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/simply-walk 
Or call Fiona Broadbent on 01494 475367. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Planning an event?   
 

With restrictions beginning to ease in the coming months, 
 if you’re planning a community event later this year that you’d like to include 

in the Parish & Community News, please get in touch and we’ll reserve  
space for you. 

 

Contact details on page 3 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bookwhen.com%2Fsimplywalk&data=04%7C01%7C%7C2e9384e1023742277b5f08d973962c31%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637667911080039861%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=qksRXYW4iC3neK79Gu%2BDyqSf5JkKlojdwIil%2BwP45bY%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.buckinghamshire.gov.uk%2Fsimply-walk&data=04%7C01%7C%7C2e9384e1023742277b5f08d973962c31%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637667911080049855%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ENoyk7o2zxGLlNxOQ%2BGCqvmSVuF6doppfC%2FO6t4WHbw%3D&reserved=0


__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parish News                                          16                               October 2021 

News From Chapel Hill 
Stone Methodist Chapel 
 

Eythrope Road, Stone  HP17 8PH 
Minister: Revd. Keith Edwards 
Tel: 01296 423363 
ulysee798@gmail.com 
Village contact: Mrs. Sue Spinks 
Clowesbourne, Upton, HP17 8UA 
royandsue1@btinternet.com   
 

 

The Chapel with heart, at the heart of the village 
 

We are delighted that we can now say to all… 
WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
EACH SUNDAY @ 11 a.m. 

Restrictions having been mitigated it is no longer 
necessary to ‘book’ a seat, though chairs are well spaced, 

sanitizer and masks are available, track & trace signing in operates 
 

Village friends continue to be prayed for week by week. 
During September and following an alphabetical list of village streets we will pray 

for the families of 
Manor Farm Close, Mayflower Close, Meadoway and Oxford Road 

Please leave any prayer requests in the letter box on the Chapel porch, 
anonymous if you prefer. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
All you BOOKWORMS WILL BE HAPPY TO KNOW THAT THE 

BOOKFEST CAFÉ raised over £480.00  
to be shared between 

ALZHEIMERS SUPPORT AND MACMILLAN CANCER CARE 
GRATEFUL THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO HELPED AND SUPPORTED 

* * * * * 
 
Browsing among the many books at the book sale, I came across one called MAKE 
DO AND MEND reprinting some of the Government advice published during the 
Second World War.   Valuable at the time, many of the hints and much of the advice 
is of its time and raises a smile today.   Does anyone darn their lisle stockings 
anymore?   But in a world where we are being urged to husband the world’s 

mailto:ulysee798@gmail.com
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diminishing resources and care holistically for our planet home, we would do well 
to heed the advice to use resources sparingly, to recycle and shop locally. 
 
Looking a little deeper at the motto, it occurred to me that if we added just one 
comma, we would have a useful reminder of how to live our Christian lives.   What 
if we say MAKE, DO AND MEND?   We could MAKE a resolution to be more 
disciplined in our prayer life, Bible reading and Church attendance?   Perhaps we 
might MAKE a new friend by calling on a neighbour or MAKE a cake or offer help 
for the Café in the Park or local fundraiser? 
 
Are you concerned about any particular issues?   Local Planning?   Why 
Foodbanks?   Racial justice?   Well, DO something!   Write to the Local Council or 
your MP; set up or sign a Petition highlighting your concern;  most importantly – 
pray about it. 
 
And MEND?   What about that family member or friend we fell out with ages ago?   
Yes, they may have been unkind or said hurtful things – or was it me?   MEND the 
fence, if you can. 
 
YES, MAKE , DO AND MEND is a good motto for life 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Parish Giving Scheme 
 

Our local churches are funded by local people.  Supporting the churches financially is 
important to enable the work of the church team and also to maintain the fabric of the 

church buildings. 
We encourage you to join the network of local regular financial supporters by joining the 

Parish Giving Scheme.  You can set up a monthly Direct Debit instruction for a 
donation to your nominated church (it can be done anonymously) and can be managed 

like any other Direct Debit - it can then be changed or cancelled at your discretion. 
 

The PGS scheme is administratively efficient for the church. The full donation is remitted 
promptly to the church and also, if you are tax payer, the church will be paid the gift aid 

tax on your donation. 
 

For more information and to support the local 
churches financially please visit the Parish Giving 

Scheme site  www.parishgiving.org.uk  
or speak to a churchwarden or member of the PCC.  

 

 
  

http://www.parishgiving.org.uk/
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STARVEALL 
PICK YOUR OWN PUMPKINS 

-------⬧❖⬧------- 

Come and choose your own pumpkin at Starveall Farm 
Come and visit our new pumpkin patch, and hand pick your perfect pumpkin ready to 

carve or eat this October. 

Our pumpkins have been grown from seed and have been carefully guarded by our 

growing turkeys and geese right here on our farm. 

Our gates will be open on the weekend of Saturday 16th and Sunday 17th October, then 

Saturday 23rd October onwards during half-term until all our pumpkins are gone (be 

quick!). 

For further information please email us at starveallpumpkins@gmail.co.uk and keep 

updated with our latest news on our Facebook page. 

Starveall Farm, Oxford Road, Upton, Aylesbury HP17 8PZ 
 

 
We have had a busy 2021 so far at Starveall Farm with the 
dedication to rearing our wonderful Christmas Turkeys & 
Geese for the festive season and growing around 1,000 
pumpkins of different varieties ready for Halloween!  
 
Our seeds were planted early June 
and have thrived to produce some 
wonderful fruits.  
 
The stalks were cut at the end of 
September and they will mature in our 

field ready for lots of little pumpkin pickers. 
 
Please come along and join us for some Fun Pumpkin 
Picking during October half-term!  
 
Follow us on Facebook (Starveall Pumpkins) for the latest news and opening 
hours. 
 

mailto:starveallpumpkins@gmail.co.uk
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BREAKFAST ROLLS, ‘REAL’ COFFEE,  
HOME BAKED CAKES AND MUCH MORE 

 
(NO CHARGE FOR REFRESHMENTS, BUT DONATIONS ARE 

WELCOME) 
 

SATURDAY 2ND OCTOBER 
JUBILEE PAVILION 

STONE RECREATION GROUND 
10.00am – 12.00pm 

 
RUN BY ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH, STONE 

THE LOCAL CHURCH IN THE COMMUNITY, SERVING 
THE COMMUNITY 
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Parish Church & Community News – October 2021 Report 
 
Check your hedges! 
 
This month we are reminding parishioners of their obligation to cut back trees and 
hedges that may be overhanging the boundaries of their property and causing an 
obstruction to pavements and roads in the parish.  
At this time of year, towards the end of the growing season, the Parish Council start 
to receive complaints and we are obliged to issue informal notices to property 
owners promptly. The dangers of low hanging brambles and other obstructions on 
footpaths are obvious, especially as the nights draw in. It is an offence to allow 
these situations to persist (The Highways Act (1980)), and if unresolved, the matter 
can be referred to Buckinghamshire Council who will serve a 21-day notice on the 
property owner and many ultimately carry out the work themselves, recovering their 
costs through the courts. 
Act now to check your hedges etc. and, if necessary, arrange for them to be cut 
back as soon as possible. 
If you wish to bring to our attention any overgrown vegetation causing an 
obstruction to a road or footpath within the parish, please contact clerk@sbhpc.org 
 
Keeping speeds down 
 
The Parish Council consults with 
Buckinghamshire Council, who are the local 
Highways and Transport Authority and aim to 
do what we can within our limited powers to 
keep a check on speeding drivers. 
The Moveable Vehicle Activated Signs 
(MVAS) installed in the parish shows that a 
significant minority of drivers continue to 
exceed the speed limit and this data is useful 
evidence to help drive change and secure 
funding for additional measures. Many 
amongst you will have noticed the recent changes to road markings through 
Bishopstone, where white lines have been painted along the entire village and four 
‘30’ speed roundels have been installed on the road surface to reinforce the limit. 
The MVAS data is also useful as it identifies the times and days when speeding is 
at its worst, allowing enforcement activities to be targeted with the greatest impact. 

STONE WITH BISHOPSTONE AND 

HARTWELL PARISH COUNCIL 
Your Council, Your Services, Your Parish  

 

mailto:clerk@sbhpc.org
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The Parish Council has also purchased some hand-held speed guns and also has 
shared access to a Sentinel Speed Camera device. If you are keen to get involved 
in trying to tackle speeding through our parish, we are seeking individuals to 
undertake training on these devices. Interested parties should contact 
clerk@sbhpc.org  
 
Do you have any spare time? 
 
We’d love to have more parishioners getting involved to help us keep this parish 
running smoothly. If you have as little as two hours a week to spare, would you 
consider doing something for the community in which you live and apply to become 
a Parish Councillor?  We have a couple of vacancies and are always on the lookout 
for fresh energy and new ideas. No previous experience is necessary, but you may 
be surprised by the scope of our responsibilities! For further information prospective 
applicants should contact clerk@sbhpc.org 
 

 
LINK TO HOPE SHOEBOX APPEAL 
 
For obvious reasons the Shoebox Appeal was muted last year, but 2021 sees it 
up and running at full tilt!  PLEASE HELP by contributing in cash or kind to bring 
Christmas joy to those in desperate circumstances in Romania, Moldova, Ukraine 
and Bulgaria. 
 
A BASIC SHOEBOX CONTAINS: 
Soap bars [no plastic containers], Flannels, Toothpaste and brushes, 
Brush/comb, Warm hat, gloves, socks, scarf [unisex], Safety razors, Small soft 
toy, Small plaything, e.g. skipping rope, yoyo, playing cards, Crayons, coloured 
pencils [no felt tips], Chocolate, sweets [long use-by date]. 
 
CASH DONATIONS to cover the cost of carriage [£3.00 per box] and to buy 
additional items ARE EXTREMELY WELCOME 
 
CONTACT ME, SUE SPINKS, 748369 or royandsue1@btinternet.com 
for information.   
 
LOOK ON THE WEBSITE for LINK TO HOPE FOR DETAILS OFWHERE OUR 
BOXES WILL BE DELIVERED. 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:clerk@sbhpc.org
mailto:clerk@sbhpc.org
mailto:royandsue1@btinternet.com
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Mystery Building no 17 – Park Lodge, Hartwell, the main 
entrance gate and stone arch 
 

Just now, every time you are held up by traffic 
lights on the A418 into Aylesbury, you will be 
able to spend time looking at this little single-
story building, Hartwell Park Lodge, beside 
the ornamental entrance arch and main gates 
leading to the drive that sweeps down to the 
house.  This small late C18th lodge has a 
hipped slate roof, 2 brick chimneys with 
moulded stone eaves and neat shuttered 

windows on either side of a pediment. The C19th Portland stone boundary wall to 
the south and east runs in front of it.  This lodge and the adjoining arch, curved 
walls and gateway seem now to be the last outpost of civilisation for us as we drive 
into HS2 devastation. Still part of the Hartwell estate, the lodge has been occupied 
by a series of tenants during the last 30 years. It and the arch are listed Grade II. 

Historic garden records 
show that the classical 
arch of rusticated 
stonework is earlier that 
the lodge and may well 
have been moved twice 
from the main gardens, the 
last time when the lodge 

was built. The same arch is clearly visible on one of Balthazar 
Nebot’s 1738 Hartwell Garden paintings (right).    
This archway would have been in place when royal 
refugee at Hartwell, King Louis XVIII of France, passed 
through in May 1814 with his entourage, at the start of 
his triumphant return journey to Paris.  Here they are 
crossing the old bridge - the drive winds left and on up 
the hill to the lodge and gated archway.  Louis received 
a tumultuous farewell in Aylesbury before continuing to 
London. 
 
Stone Local History Group. Thanks to member George Lamb for the 1906 postcard 
from his collection. 
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Pickup & Scott - A Specialist Local Firm 

Immigration 

We can help with nationality applications, immigration advice and asylum 
cases. 

Mental Health Law 

We have many years of experience in advising in all matters relating to 
Mental Health Law.  

Crime and Prison law 

We can assist with motoring offences, police investigations and court 
proceedings. We also advise on parole hearings.  

Wills, Probate and Power of Attorney 

Wills, Trust and Probate provide a means of preparing for what lies ahead.  

6 Bourbon St, Aylesbury HP20 2RR Telephone: 01296 397794 

Appointments: reception@pickupandscott.co.uk  

http://www.pickupandscott.co.uk/contact/
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October at Waterperry  
 
Not the Apple Weekend: Sat 9 & Sun 10 Oct, 10am till 4pm Because of an 
unseasonal fifteen consecutive days of heavy frost at just the wrong time earlier in 
the year, our apple crop this year has been hit hard leading to a much reduced 
number of apples for sale. Despite of this we can still offer you a great family day 
out where you will be able to sample and buy many of our different types of juices. 
Advice and information on growing, planting, apple identification and selecting trees 
and rootstock will be available on the day. Buy goodies at the craft and food fair. 
This year, our popular guided tours of the orchards and fruit sheds will also include 
the chance to go behind-the-scenes and see our apple press in action (£3 per adult 
or free with garden entrance and for season ticket holders). You can also take a 
tour of our Bee Hives and learn about the wonders of natural bee keeping. Take 
the children around the apple game in the gardens (to be accompanied by an adult 
for whom the garden entrance fee applies - not forgetting to keep an eye out for our 
pumpkin display in the Walled Garden!  
Waterperry Spooky Scarecrow Trail: 16 till 31 Oct Find 10 spooky scarecrows 
hidden in the ornamental gardens and win a prize! A great chance for the kids to 
have fun and get some fresh air at the same time! £2.50 per child. Children must 
be accompanied by an adult for whom the garden entrance fee applies.  
For more details visit www.waterperrygardens.co.uk 
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35+ Day Trips available this October! 
www.mottsholidays.com            

01296 336666  

 

 
Festive 2021 & Spring 2022 dates on sale now! 

www.crusader-holidays.co.uk                                               

01296 336666 / 01255 425453 
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VILLAGE ENVIRONMENTAL 

SERVICES 

Proprietor: Dennis Cook 

 

BLOCKED DRAINS CLEARED 

REASONABLE RATES 

NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR EVENING, WEEKEND OR 

BANK HOLIDAY CALL-OUTS 

24 HOUR POLlTE, COURTEOUS SERVICE_ 

C.C.T.V. DRAIN SURVEYS 

 

9am-6pm 

Tel: 07850 635 844 

 

All other times 

01296 624221 

Full Public Liability Insurance 

 
DOMESTIC DRAIN SERVICE 
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ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A 
VENUE 

FOR YOUR GROUP/MEETING/ 
CHILDREN’S PARTY 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LOOK NO FURTHER! 
 

The Chapel Hall is available 
for hire at very reasonable 

rates 
Electric cooker/kettles/cutlery/ 

crockery all on site. 
Please contact Sue Spinks on 

01296 748369 
royandsue1@btinternet.com 
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WINDMILL SERVICES 

 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

AND 

General Building Work 
 

Telephone 01844 279519 
 

FREEPHONE 0800 7837194 
 

Email: windmill2@btinternet.com 
Website: www.windmill-services.co.uk 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
News-Direct 

 
Newspapers & magazines 

delivered to your door 
every morning. 

 
All newspaper accounts 

can be settled by 
debit/credit card by calling 

01844 291341 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.windmill-services.co.uk/
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STONE VILLAGE HALL 
50 Oxford Road, Stone  
HP17 8PB 
 

This large, well-equipped hall 
with stage, kitchen and 
committee room in the centre of 
Stone is available for single or 
regular lettings 
 

Suitable for meetings, events,  
parties and receptions 
Disabled access 
 

For information and bookings telephone 
01296 748279 
 

    
 

 
 
 

PC and Laptop Repairs 

Telephone 01296 823009 
We are a local company with 30 years’ experience. 

We can service/repair your PC or Laptop without affecting your 
 Manufacturer’s Warranty.. 

 
  

Computer Running Slow? 

Computer will not start? 

Have you been scammed? 

Have you been called about a 
computer problem? 

Replacement or Upgrade advice? 

21 Years in 
Bishopstone! 

Our Annual 
Service helps to 

keep your 
Laptop healthy 

and you get free 
monitored 

Internet Security 



__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parish News                                          31                               October 2021 

 
 

 

 

T&B Private Hire 
01844 261116 

07831 882694 
trevorjbailey@googlemail.com 

 

Air-conditioned cars and MPVs 

available for all occasions.   

For details of rates and availability, 

please get in touch. 

 

  
 
 

 

Ric Lee 
“Handyman” 

 
General House Maintenance 

Painting and Decorating 
Flat Pack Furniture Assembly 

Bespoke shelving, cupboards and 
storage units built and fitted to 

your specification 
 

Tel: 01296 749044 
Mob: 07831 658909 

 
 
 
   

 

JUBILEE PAVILION 
W W W . J U B I L E E P A V I L I O N . C O . U K  

 

 
• Great venue for village activities, fund raising events,  

parties and groups. 

• Includes a well-equipped kitchen with cooker and fridge.  

• Changing rooms with hot showers for recreational hire.  

• Car park with easy access. 
For availability and booking enquiries contact Angela 

Email: clerk@sbhpc.org or visit 
https://www.sbhpc.org/Jubilee-Pavilion/Jubilee-Pavilion-Home 

 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.jubileepavilion.co.uk/
mailto:clerk@sbhpc.org


 

 

 
 

Hartwell House & Spa 
Hartwell Gift Vouchers make an ideal present! 

 

Why not share your affection for Hartwell House with your family and 

friends by giving them a gift voucher they can look forward to using, 

when we can all move around more freely again? 

 

Our Gift Vouchers can be redeemed against a variety of quality 

experiences and are valid for two years from the date of purchase. These 

include lunch or dinner in our award-winning restaurant, afternoon tea 

perhaps with a glass of champagne, relaxing spa treatments, Spa & Gym 

membership, or an overnight stay. When you find it hard to choose, a 

monetary gift voucher allows the recipient to choose and may be used at 

any of the three hotels. 
 

These are gifts of value that will always be appreciated and are easy to 

buy at Reception at the Hotel or online from your mobile, tablet or 

computer, the voucher can also be sent by post or by email - your gift 

will get there on time - or it can be sent to you to give in person. 
 

Meanwhile we look forward to a better 2022 and to welcome you back 

to the beautiful Hartwell House. 
 

Please visit www.hartwell-house.com for more information. 
 

Lower Hartwell, Stone, Buckinghamshire HP17 8NR 

http://hartwell-house.com/

