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Douglas Watkinson, known to most people as Doug lived in Dinton for many years, he 
died on Wednesday 10th April 2024.  He was born on 5th July 1945, and was the only 
child of a soldier who was killed on his way home for demob. in 1947.  Doug was raised 
by his grandparents and his single mother in Totteridge, London.  He was educated at 
Haberdashers’ Aske‘s School, courtesy of the Army. 
 
In about 1966, he went to Drama School, leaning towards writing.  He got together 
with Lesley and they eventually moved to London.  Lesley returned to stage-managing 
and Doug started writing scripts and submitting them, supporting himself by writing the 
backs of record sleeves for Decca. 
 
In 1970, his ‘Play for Today’ submission was accepted and as a result he became a 
Script Editor at the BBC.  in 1972, Doug’s mother died, and Doug and Lesley got 
married and moved to Ballinger which gave him good access to the BBC in Shepherd’s 
Bush. 
 
In 1978, their daughter, Fenny, was born and Doug went freelance.  He had a 
successful career as a television playwright and script writer; in 2017, he decided to 
change to novels, the Hawk novels, and one family drama, “The Occasional Jonas 
Kemble”.  He also wrote scripts for Midsomer Murders.   
 
Doug and Lesley have four children, Fenny, Callum, Duncan and Ailsa. 
 
The Celebration of the Life of Douglas Watkinson took place at 11am on 30th April at 
St. Peter’s and St. Paul’s Church in Dinton  
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 


